BENTON COUNTY NATURAL AREAS & PARKS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

June 8, 2011

Meeting Minutes
Park Board Members:
  Dick Bryant, Tom Bucht, Phil Hays, Tom Kirch, Denise Nervik, Randy Rasmussen, Janine Salwasser, and Ellen Tappon

Staff:

Jeff Powers, Mary Simpson

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.

It was noted that this is Dick Bryant’s last meeting – kudos and appreciation were expressed for Dick’s 21 years on the advisory board!  A gift bag was presented to Dick, and he presented everyone with seedling Japanese Maples.
II. COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS  --  None

III. BUSINESS

A. Review & Approval of May 11, 2011 Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
The May 11, 2011 meeting minutes were approved unanimously as mailed.
B.
Natural Areas and Parks System Comprehensive Plan
· Jeff indicated that the updated Comprehensive Plan is about 80% complete.  The July advisory board meeting will be devoted to the Comp Plan, and hopefully the project will be completed in September.  Jeff noted that the consultants met with each of the Commissioners, and will incorporate their ideas and observation.
· The financial component of the Comp Plan has been on hold, and a portion of financial options/opportunities should be available for review in July.  

· An updated preliminary draft Comp Plan was distributed, which incorporated suggestions and comments for previous advisory board meetings.  A Benton County “Vision Diagram” map was distributed, along with a Benton County “Population Profile and Trends” report.
· Ellen noted that the map legend does not reference or define all symbols utilized on the map.  Some appear to refer to collaborative and/or restoration opportunities (such as Marys Peak, Thornton Lake, North Albany Park).
· Janine inquired whether landowner boundaries are actual.

· It was noted that colors used on the map are too similar, and difficult to decipher, and the “Vision” label is confusing – it’s challenging to get a sense of vision from the lands identified; the map seems to be more existing facility and property ownership.  ‘Layers’ of trail linkages and connecting corridors seem to be missing from map.  Meaning of the black lines to the left of Marys Peak was questioned.
· Jeff noted that “vision” may relate more to collaborative opportunities, such as trail corridors and connections promoting vision.
· The group indicated that they would still prefer receiving the draft plan in electronic format if possible, to enhance review opportunities.  Jeff requested that comments be sent to the department (to Jeff or Mary), to be forwarded to David Reed.  The July advisory board meeting will be an intensive review of the draft to date.
· Phil emphasized looking for general ideas and concepts during review, not word by word changes.  He noted the need to correct erroneous names, titles, agencies, etc.  Randy indicated that having electronic review versions might open up to too much editing potential, and might be difficult to manage.

· Jeff distributed a summary sheet of departmental project and planning initiatives of the past few years, putting projects into context, from staff perspective.  He noted that the Adair and North Albany Park Master Plan updates are needed, though assistance will be funding dependent.  The Clubhouse Enterprise Fund reserve has been tapped into more than we’d like, though the Clubhouse Fund doesn’t have site restrictions like Beazell and Crystal Lake Cemetery Funds.  Valley Catering business at the Clubhouse had some downturn with the economy, but overall has been lucrative for them and for us.
· Discussion items:  comments about facilities and “lifetime” timetable, inventory value and replacement (through insurance reports); how Capital Improvement Projects (CIP’s) and other projects are identified and listed.  Jeff indicated that projects need to be on the CIP list in order to be eligible for grant funding; the department challenge is to have match money to go after grants.

C.
Summer Meetings’ Schedule
· Jeff reiterated that the July 13 meeting will be devoted to working on the Comprehensive Plan, so advisory board attendance will be critical.
· Jeff noted that, in anticipation of Adair Master Plan update, an Adair-area tour (possibly to include North Albany Park) and picnic/barbecue will be planned for August (in place of the regular August advisory board meeting).  Potential dates/times for this event will be emailed to advisory board members, to hopefully come up with a time that will work for most folks.

D.  Projects and Budget Updates
· Jeff reported that the Biennium 11-13 budget package for HCP implementation was approved, though the department bears most of the personnel costs for the 50-year HCP implementation.  He noted that there is always need for additional revenue generation.
· Capital Improvement Project $50,000 funding (original request for $45,500) for 11-13 was approved for Salmonberry Campground Improvements, namely two rental cabins.  Jeff distributed information about return on investment for the cabins, including State Parks’ cabin occupancy of 80%.  There is an estimated 6-7 year payback on the initial investment.  The hope is to tap into a new market by providing camping opportunity and experience for folks who don’t have campers or RV’s or prefer not to utilize tents.  Jeff indicated that there are many options of manufacturers, including prison system-manufactured (Oregon Corrections Enterprises).  Jeff noted that maintenance and cleaning will be performed by the volunteer camp hosts, with assistance from the temporary staff person who lives in the Alsea area.  Phil inquired about possibly extending the May 1 – October 15 season, and whether we would find hosts.  Jeff noted that we already split the season between 2 hosts (or sets of hosts).  The Health Department has confirmed that the campground is within regulations for providing extra services by adding the 2 cabins.  Rental rates are influenced by location; $40 per night is the proposed rental price per cabin per night.  Dick inquired whether Salmonberry is a good location for fishermen’s cabins.  Janine inquired about handling cabin reservations.  Jeff noted that Benton County is exploring online reservation system(s) for our department and the Fairgrounds’ campground.  Randy indicated that most private ‘reservation’ companies would likely be too costly for us to consider.  The department will need to make decisions about allowing pets in the cabins, considering allergies to pet and pet dander.  Smoking will not be allowed, since the cabins will be Benton County facilities.  It was also noted that yurts were not considered because of extensive mold problems.
· The Sheridan House (located in Pedee) may weigh too much to be flown by helicopter to Fort Hoskins.  The mover who moved the Palestine (Cemetery) church building to Adair is looking at a method of removing the top floor, so the 50+ power lines will not be impacted.  It was also noted that having the house in two pieces might result in enough less weight to allow flying them separately to Fort Hoskins.  Phil noted that it’s difficult to schedule a helicopter.  The Augur family (descendents of Captain Augur who commanded Fort Hoskins 1856-1861) wants to help pay to move the house.

· Phil reported that Greenbelt Land Trust offered yellow book price for the Sequoia property south of Fitton Green, which was not accepted.  There is no clear easement or right of way to the property, and right of access had to be guaranteed.  The original property was split, leaving one great site for a house.  Janine inquired about possible access through another neighbor.

· Jeff reported that a collaborative Declaration of Cooperation between Benton County, City of Corvallis and Greenbelt Land Trust (GLT) is in process.  A Memorandum of Understanding for County, City, GLT and OSU may help provide an RTP grant to help fund County trails.  Jeff noted that the Board of Commissioners have given strong direction to explore and take advantage of collaborations with city, GLT and OSU; the overlap can be beneficial, particularly when agencies are doing the same things.
· Jeff indicated that Bob Chilton, arborist and resident of North Albany, was appointed into Dick’s former position.

· A fundraiser BBQ for East Thornton Lake is scheduled Sunday, June 26, from noon to 4 pm; the advisory board should be invited.

· Jeff reported that Benton County has a Habitat Conservation Plan implementing agreement.  The Development Code is being changed to incorporate implementation.  The HCP is established to provide mitigation for homes or single buildings, not for a development.  People developing property (multiple homes/buildings) will need to do their own incidental take permit, not work off of Benton County’s.

· Tom Kirch inquired about additional conversations concerning a Park District (combining City and County work).  Jeff indicated that there have been no recent discussions about a district.  The group wondered how the City/County Library District works.
IV.
ADJOURNMENT  --  The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. (noted as almost a record for Phil as Chair!)
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