
BENTON COUNTY 
Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC)  

February 26, 2020 Minutes 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Members Present: John Deuel (Unincorporated Area of Benton County), Jeff Freeman (City of 
Corvallis), Larry Sleeman (Chair, City of Philomath), Debi Gile (City of Corvallis), Lauri Richer (City of 
Corvallis) Members Excused: Xan Augerot (Commissioner), Jay Simpkins (Benton County 
unincorporated area)
Guests Present: Broc Kienholz (Republic Services), Ian Macnab (Republic Services), Julie Jackson 
(Republic Services), Tom Binker (member of the community) 
Staff Present: Greg Verret (Benton County Community Development), Jen Brown (Benton County 
Sustainability Coordinator); Linda Ray, Admin Assistant (Community Development), Daniel Redick 
(Community Development)

I. Call to Order.  Chair Larry Sleeman called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.  Larry shared a recent 
local newspaper article that discussed Oregon State University’s efforts at waste reduction.  John 
Deuel (DSAC member) was highlighted it the article.

II. Introductions and Citizen Comments.  Guests attending the meeting were; Tom Binker (member 
of the community) and a guest of Jeff Freeman.

III. Approval of the Minutes.  MOTION was made by John Deuel to accept the January 22, 2020 
minutes, seconded by Lauri Richer, all in favor, MOTION passed.

IV. Recruitment of New SWAC Members.  The BOC has approved a new member to the DSAC/SWAC 
committees.  Dennis Jordan represents North Albany and will attend his first meeting in March. 
The council discussed the areas that need more representation which includes Monroe and Adair 
Village.

V. SWAC Bylaws/County Code Amendment.  Daniel began the discussion by referring to the 
meeting in February 26th meeting and the need to update the Bylaws.  Taking the feedback from 
the council, Daniel will create the first draft of amendments and bring them to the next SWAC 
meeting in March for review.  After any further changes are implemented, Daniel will present the 
amendments to the BOC at a work session for their feedback and approval.  There is a separate 
process for amendments in the County Code in reference to SWAC (which require a public 
hearing).  Vance Croney, County DA will be reviewing the code for any amendments.  Daniel will 
send out the bylaw amendments prior to the next SWAC meeting.

VI. DEQ Report.  Daniel stated that the Department of Environmental Quality yearly report is still in 
draft form and not yet finalized.  Daniel will keep the council informed when the report is 
completed.
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VII. ODEQ Conference Report.  In January 2020, the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
hosted a conference which Julie, John & Daniel were able to attend.  They gave a brief overview
of the conference stating that a steering committee has been created by ODEQ.  This committee
has been meeting to propose recommendations to update Oregon’s recycling system of
collection, processing and end market shifts (towards more producer’s responsibilities).  The
steering committee presented five scenarios at the conference.  Two scenarios discuss the way
that Oregonians are currently collecting and processing solid waste and recycling.  The other
three scenarios involved more producer responsibility.  The ultimate decision will be left to the
ODEQ as to which scenario to implement in the state.  These scenarios can be found online at
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/recycling/Documents/In-DepthEvalReport.pdf.  A council member
asked for clarification on the term “producer”.  Daniel stated that a “producer” includes both
manufacturers and suppliers of products that need recycled.

VIII. Materials Management Presentation.  Daniel explained that the Oregon DEQ, State of Oregon,
as well as the Environmental Protection Agency are taking account the full lifecycle of materials
instead of treating them as just solid waste.  Agencies are looking to focus on a materials
management program.  The movement would also take waste prevention into account.  Julie
presented a video to the council on material management:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukD1BUuxmH4.  Jen Brown asked the council for feedback
on actionable items they see can help towards materials management and guide this further as a
county.  Members were asked to bring that feedback to the March meeting.  There was further
discussion on the importance to educate the community on how to move towards materials
management.

IX. Benton County Solid Waste Initiatives.  Daniel highlighted key things that are happening with the
county’s solid waste program.  The effort is to look at waste more holistically and work on
prevention through this program.  One aspect of Benton County’s Solid Waste Program plan is to
increase recycling opportunities for rural communities.  The goals being developed in the
program’s comprehensive plan will fall in line with the county departmental goals.

X. Benton County Solid Waste Website Update.  Efforts will be made to make the Solid Waste
Program webpage on the County website clearer to readers by highlighting waste prevention
resources.  Daniel will bring a draft of ideas to improve the content information on the county’s
website to the March SWAC meeting.

XI. March Meeting.  March 25th is the next scheduled SWAC meeting and it falls in the same week as
Spring Break.  Members were unified in keeping the meeting scheduled for the 25th and do not
for see any conflicts with their schedules.  The council also discussed the scheduled meeting date
in April.  John Deuel has offered a tour on the OSU campus of their waste management facility.  A
decision was made to move the DSAC meeting up to March to provide more time for the campus
tour and then transition in to the SWAC meeting once the tour concludes.
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XII. Agenda Items for March. 
Review drafts of the SWAC Bylaw amendments 
DEQ Report (if available) 
Website goals – first draft 
Republic Services Annual Report 
Solid Waste Program comprehensive plan 
Discussion on “Materials Management” and council members feedback    

XIII.    Adjourn.  Larry complimented the council members on their active participation and attendance.  
If an item is on the agenda that involves voting, Linda will send out an email prior to the meeting 
to confirm a quorum can be present.  The meeting adjourned at 7:36 pm. 

 




