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1. Executive Summary

In June 2019, the Benton County Budget Committee approved $45,000 to fund the Agriculture and
Wildlife Protection Program (AWPP) which began as a pilot program in 2017. The AWPP supports the
use of non-lethal animal damage deterrents to prevent conflicts with wildlife. In this biennium, funding for the
AWPP included $5,000 for education and consultation services. $40,000 was available for the cost share
reimbursement grant program - $35,000 for anticipated conflicts with wildlife and $5,000 for unexpected
conflicts with beavers that arise after the grant application deadline.

AWPP grants were awarded in the spring of 2018, in the fall of 2019, and in the fall of 2020. Every year,
successful applicants are required to keep project records, report conflicts, evaluate their project, and abide by
program requirements for three years following the completion of their project. This annual report summarizes
(1) educational outreach activities conducted in 2020, (2) the results of the 2018 projects through Year 3 of
implementation and the results of the 2019 projects through Year 1 of implementation, and (3) the awarding of
the 2020 grants.

Educational outreach activities in 2020 included ongoing updates to the AWPP webpage
(https://www.co.benton.or.us/awpy, a conference session, and a tabling event. Staff has also maintained a
AiLendi ng (hitpsd\wawaco.benton.or.us/awpp/page/lendingoolbox) to give county residents the
opportunity to try non-lethal deterrent devices and materials before purchasing them for themselves.

Grant Program Results: In 2018, the AWPP awarded $35,363 in grants to eight Benton County farms for
non-lethal wildlife deterrent projects. Of the eight projects awarded, six were completed. In 2019, the
AWPP awarded $31,752 in grants to nine Benton County farms. Of the nine projects awarded, seven were
completed.

The third, and final, year post-project evaluations for the 2018 grant projects, and the first year post-
project evaluations for the 2019 grant projects are summarizedi n A S e ¢ GranbPnogrém Results. 0
Findings include:

1 About half of the reporting farms from both 2018 and 2019 had no losses in 2020;

1 Allfarms, from both years, reported that they have experienced fewer conflicts with wildlife
since using non-lethal deterrents;

1 Allfarms, from bothyears,r eport ed being fAhighly salethasfi edd or
methods and tools they selected, with the individual Agriculture and Wildlife Protection Program
elements they utilized, and with the AWPP overall.

2020 Grant Awards: The AWPP awarded $10,395 of the remaining grant funds to four Benton County farms in
2020. Amounts awarded ranged from $274 to $4,934. Of the four farms, three were located in Philomath and
one in Corvallis. All were properties under 10 acres in size. Grant recipients proposed to protect a variety of
livestock: chickens, pigs, sheep, and goats. All four farms that were awarded grants in 2020, completed their
projects and submitted reimbursement claims. The success of these projects over the first year of
implementation will be reported in the 2021 AWPP Annual Report.

In February 2021, the County received an application for and awarded the first beaver-related AWPP
grant of the biennium. A farm in Kings Valley was awarded $485.32 to install protective caging around
the fruit trees in its orchard. The project will be completed by the beginning of June. Although technically
awarded in 2021, the first year post-project evaluation for this project will be included with those of the
2020 projects in the 2021 AWPP annual report.
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2. Introduction

In June 2019, the Benton County Budget Committee approved $45,000 to fund the Agriculture and
Wildlife Protection Program (AWPP) which began as a pilot program in 2017 to support the use of non-
lethal animal damage deterrents to prevent conflicts with wildlife.

The AWPP funds (1) educational outreach and expert consultation services and (2) a merit-based, cost share,
reimbursement grant program. Agricultural operations in Benton County that wish to prevent conflicts with
wildlife may qualify for reimbursement grant funds for the purchase and implementation of non-lethal wildlife
deterrents to protect livestock and crops. In this biennium, funding for the AWPP included $5,000 for
education and consultation services. $40,000 was available for the cost share reimbursement grant
program - $35,000 for anticipated conflicts with wildlife and $5,000 for unexpected conflicts with beavers
that arise after the grant application deadline.

This community-based program is funded by Benton County and managed by county officials in partnership
with citizen volunteers and representatives from local agricultural and wildlife organizations.

Education and consultation services are provided by Benton County, Oregon State University Extension
Service, Chintimini Wildlife Center, and Program Advisors. The Program Advisors include national experts in
ranching with wildlife, predator ecology, and human-carnivore conflict.

3. Program Goals

The goals of the Benton County Agriculture and Wildlife Protection Program are to:

Protect livestock, crops and property while coexisting with wildlife;

Provide an opportunity for use of non-lethal animal damage deterrents to prevent conflicts with wildlife;
Educate farmers and the community about wildlife conflicts and non-lethal methods to avoid conflicts;
Build a collaborative relationship between the farming and wildlife conservation communities and
Benton County government around common goals.

f
f
f
f

The AWPP does not evaluate or make recommendations on everyday animal husbandry practices, farm animal
welfare, wildlife habitat, or land use.
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4. 2020 Program Timeline

January 31, 2020
February 14, 2020
February 22, 2020
July 6, 2020

July 31, 2020
August 10, 2020
September 1, 2020
December 31, 2020

Dec 20207 Jan 2021

Evaluation Reports for 2018 and 2019 grant projects due
AWPP information table at Corvallis Eco-Film Festival
AWPP information table at OSU Small Farms Conference
2020 grant application window opens

2020 grant applications due

Grant Review Committee reviews 2020 grant applications
2020 grant awards announced

2020 grant projects completed

Site visits to 2020 grant projects
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5. Education al Out reach

For the 2019-2021 biennium, the AWPP allocated $5,000 for the educational outreach program. The
educational outreach program provides educational information in the form of webpages, brochures, press
releases, information tables and occasional public presentations on wildlife conflict prevention. The AWPP
webpage can be found at www.co.benton.or.us/awpp.

Consultation services on the selection and use of non-lethal wildlife deterrents are provided to agricultural
operations in Benton County that are anticipating or have experienced conflicts with wildlife.

Education and consultation services are provided by Benton County, Oregon State University Extension
Service, Chintimini Wildlife Center, and Program Advisors. The Program Advisors include experts in ranching
with wildlife, predator ecology, and human-carnivore conflict.

Educational outreach activities in 2020 were limited due to COVID-19 restrictions, but included updates to the

webpage and two tabling events (OSU Small Farms Conference and Corvallis Film Festival). Staff also

maintainedaf lnedi ng Tool box0o to gi ve ¢ ount Yethal deterient devidessandd he opp o
materials before purchasing them for themselves.

PROTECT
PROTECT LIVESTOCK. |
WILDLIFE !

Benton CountNatural Resources Coordinator Jennifer Warl 6 K & [  R& . ol é 2y RAALIX & p
Laurie Starhghoto | OSU Small Farms Conference
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6. Grant Program

6.1 Grant Program Results

The Benton County Agriculture and Wildlife Protection Program (AWPP) began as a pilot program in 2017
with a budget of $45,000, approximately $35,000 of which was allocated for the cost share
reimbursement grant program. In 2018, the AWPP awarded $35,363 in grants to eight Benton County
farms for non-lethal wildlife deterrent projects. Map 1 shows the distribution of AWPP-funded projects
across Benton County from 2018-2021. Of the eight projects awarded in 2018, six were completed (Table
1). AWPP grantees are required to keep project records, report conflicts, evaluate their project, and abide by
program requirements for three years following the completion of their project. The first and second year post-
project evaluations for the 2018 grant projects were reported in previous AWPP annual reports. The
third, and final, year post-project evaluations are summarized here.

In 2019, the AWPP was included as part of the Benton County 2019-2021 budget and was again funded
at $45,000. Of this, $40,000 was allocated for the cost share reimbursement grant program. In 2019, the
AWPP awarded $31,752 in grants to nine Benton County farms to address wildlife conflicts. Of the nine
projects awarded, seven were completed (Table 2). The first year post-project evaluations for the 2019 grant
projects are also reported here.

Map 1 | Distribution of Benton County AWPP grant recipi¢ri@gndy Comeleo map
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