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MINUTES 
 

BENTON COUNTY  
BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

(BAC) 
March 10, 2016 

7:00 p.m. ~ 9:00 p.m. 
 

Avery Large Conference Room 
360 SW Avery Ave. 
Corvallis, Oregon 

 
 
 

Bob Durst, Committee Chair, called the meeting to Order at 7:05 PM 

 

Committee Members Present:  Bob Durst, Suzanne Remillard, Brad Upton, Jim Patton 

and Steve Slover  

 

Staff Members Present:  Owen Millehrer and Kris Pierce (Recorder) 

 

Guest(s) Present: Jeff Powers, Natural Areas and Parks 

 

I. ADMINISTRATION 

 

• Approval of January 2016 Minutes – ACTION: Brad moved to accept the 

January 2016, Suzanne seconded; the Motion carried.  

 

• County Webpage for BAC – Owen showed a brief overview of the County’s 

webpage for the Committee. He reiterated that the Committee would be able 

to find the Agenda for the meetings and the approved Minutes and that both 

will be listed on the BOC calendar page as well. A few members asked for 

clarification on the Agenda packets and if they were still going to be sent out 

to the Committee prior to the next scheduled meeting. Staff said that packets 

will continue to be sent via email to all the Committee Members prior to the 



2 
G:\avery\Bicycle Advisory - BAC\Minutes\2016\bac_m03-10-16draft_LAS.docx DRAFT 

 

next meeting and will also be posted to the County’s website, on the BAC 

page and the calendar page. Staff said that approximately a week prior to the 

next meeting members should look for the email with the Agenda packet 

attached. Owen also mentioned to members that if a meeting were to be 

canceled the Committee would be sent notification as well as notification will 

be placed on the website as all Bicycle Advisory Committee meetings are 

open to the public.  

 

II. GUEST SPEAKER 

 

• Bailey Branch – Bob requested an update on the Bailey Branch.  Jeff Powers, 

Director for the Benton County Natural Areas and Parks is the guest speaker 

for tonight’s meeting. Mr. Powers said that the section of the Bailey Branch 

that runs through Monroe was acquired by the County in 2012 and since that 

time the County has developed a Management Strategy.  This includes a 

detailed inventory, options that the County has regarding the Bailey Branch 

and have since developed a Long-term Vision for the Bailey Branch. He said 

the County has mulled over several options for the Bailey Branch but not all 

the options were appropriate for certain sections. The County’s first long-term 

vision for the property was to purchase the property for a reasonable price 

and then “Rail Bank” the property for future rail, but this scenario could not 

be realized for the entire Bailey Branch.  Approximately 70 property owners 

are adjoining the Bailey Branch, many of those being farms.  Some sections 

of the Bailey Branch are bisecting property and other sections end in business 

owner’s parking lots.  The County came up with a long-term vision for the 

Bailey Branch with twenty recommendations from the Management Strategy 

which includes maintenance of the property, options for the property, and the 

possible likelihood if sections of the property were able to be used for future 

rail. Mr. Powers said that the County has consolidated information into a 

Management Plan and are currently working with the City of Monroe, the 

surrounding community and the public for possible plans for the some of the 

North/South sections. The Committee asked Mr. Powers to send out a copy of 

the current Management Plan to the Committee and asked how the County’s 

decision to work with the City of Monroe and the surrounding communities 

came about. Mr. Powers said that talks surrounding these particular areas of 

the Bailey Branch and turning them into a trail system stemmed from a grass 

roots effort for a community connectivity standpoint which would encourage 

a stimulus opportunity for that community. It would also connect the 
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surrounding farming community, encourage family recreation and provide 

safe routes to school. He said that the City of Monroe and the County will be 

working with OSU to have a Sustainability Analysis done as well as working 

with the Council of Governments (COG) who will work as a facilitator between 

the County and the City of Monroe and the South Benton Recreation Collation 

throughout the process. He mentioned that the County wants to work with 

the community and engage on common ground with the farming community 

in the talks, but cautioned the BAC Committee that there are only talks in the 

process and the County wants to proceed with caution. Steve asked Mr. 

Powers if the County has reviewed the Banks-Vernonia Scenario Stimulus and 

that he feels that this was a great learning experience and could possibly 

build in some assurances for the current talks. Bob also mentioned that the 

paths built in the East Portland, Gresham, and Boring areas would also be 

great study areas for the County as well. Other Committee members also 

raised some concerns that the County should be aware of going into the talks 

such as the general public having a fear of the issue of building trails given 

the history in the immediate area. Mr. Powers said that he will continue to 

update the Committee as new information becomes available. 

 

ACTION:  Staff will send out to the Committee a copy of the 

Management Plan and will continue to update the Committee 

regarding the Bailey Branch as additional information becomes 

available. 

 

III. OLD BUSINESS 

 

• City of Corvallis Bike/Ped Advisory Board Update – Brad reported that 

Corvallis Bike/Ped Advisory Board (CBPAB) is holding a Bike Practitioner 

Summit at the Corvallis Library on May 14th, from 8:00 am – 12:30 pm and is 

inviting all of the groups and organizations to attend. The Committee asked 

that Brad email them the information on the Summit so that they can spread 

the work regarding the Summit. Brad said that the purpose of the Summit is 

to involve the biking community.   A previously held meeting at the Corvallis 

Library in November found that there were no advocacy groups within the 

City of Corvallis, so the Summit is a way to build a network of groups 

throughout Corvallis and Benton County so they can support one another. 

Brad said that the CBPAB would like one or two members from each group to 

attend the Summit and spread the information.  
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ACTION: Brad will update the Committee in the future regarding the 

Corvallis Bike/Ped Advisory Board and will email out to the 

Committee the information regarding the Summit.  

 

• Update on Corvallis/Albany Path – Owen gave a brief overview of the history 

of the Corvallis/Albany Path.   He said the outcome of the March 1st BOC 

Work Session was a vote 2-1 to move forward with the first phase of the 

community outreach. Owen conveyed that the County will be starting with a 

consultant and public meetings and outreach will take place sometime in 

November. The County will also look at rebranding the path for a fresh start. 

Jim Patton again suggested that the County look to the Banks-Vernonia 

example for proven facts and fears surrounding the path. Other Committee 

Members commented that the County would do well finding a new strategy 

surrounding the path, while others commented that they felt it was a good 

idea to start again with a clean slate and cautioned the County that things 

speed up quickly and felt that timing would be a critical issue. Steve again 

suggested that the County ask the BTA for help in working with the 

community in regards to the path. Owen said that he will ask Staff if they 

have reached out to the BTA.  County will continue to update the Committee 

on the Corvallis/Albany Path as information on the path becomes available.  

 

ACTION:  Staff will continue update the Committee regarding a 

Corvallis/Albany Path at future meetings as information becomes 

available.   

 

III NEW BUSINESS 

 

• TSP Review (Standing Item) – Owen said that the County is continuing to 

work with ODOT on the IGA and expect to have a consultant on board in 

April. He passed out a copy of the current TSP to the newest members and 

asked that they familiarize themselves with the document.  The Committee 

should continue to consider who would be willing to be on the TSP Review 

Taskforce – the member would need to commit to the five TSP Taskforce 

meetings throughout the year. He also asked the Committee to continue to 

solicit any concerns from the various clubs and other citizens and bring the 

concerns back to the Committee for consideration in review of the TSP.  
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ACTION:  Staff will continue to update the Committee on the TSP 

Review and the Taskforce Committee.     

 

• Update on the County Crash Data – Owen passed out to the Committee the 

updated data and map for review.  Owen commented that some information 

is missing and will need to be incorporated.  Data is received from different 

sources and it is not always clear requiring staff to decipher.  Staff and the 

Committee went through and looked at all the information that has been 

compiled so far and discussed what information that they felt needed further 

clarification. Jim Patton offered to try to obtain the information that the 

system has on this subject matter from his work, mainly crash data for 

outside the city limits but inside the county boundary if Owen would like him 

to. Owen remarked that that information would be helpful. Brad asked staff if 

further clarification could be made as to if road improvements have been 

completed at the crash sites since the crashes occurred.  Bob suggested that 

a place marker on the map be associated with a number at the actual 

location.  Also, if the “at fault” party could be better identified as a 

driving/riding condition of the roadway or driver/rider error.  Example is the 

53rd Street incident, was it on the roadway or the separated path. Suzanne 

asked if the time period for both data sources could be the same time frame.  

Right now the data collected from the County begins in 2003 and the State 

begins in 2007, preferably the earlier date of 2003 for both to give a larger 

timeframe. Owen said that he will continue to clarify the crash data and email 

it out.   

 

ACTION:  Owen will look into clarification of the data received from 

the State and the County.  He will provide the map for the 

Committee to consider when making suggestions for the TSP. Owen 

will continue to update the Committee on the County Crash Data.  

 

• Other – Highway 20 Safety Corridor Study – Owen said that he would email 

the information regarding the Open House out to the Committee.  Staff will 

continue to update the Committee with information regarding the Open 

House as the information becomes available to the County.  

 

ACTION:  Staff will continue to update the Committee at a future 

meeting. 
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• Other -Invitation to Meeting – Brad again invited the Committee to the Bike 

Practitioner’s Summit being held May 14th by the CBPAB and asked that one 

or two members of the Committee attend.  

 

ACTION:  Brad will email the information regarding the Summit out 

to the Committee for distribution to the various bicycle clubs and 

organizations. 

 

IV PUBLIC IMPUT  

• No public was in attendance of the meeting.  

 

V NEXT MEETING 

• May 12, 2016 

 

VI ADJOURNMENT  

• The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM 

 

 

 


