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MINUTES 
 

BENTON COUNTY  
BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

(BAC) 
May 12, 2016 

7:00 p.m. ~ 9:00 p.m. 
 

Avery Large Conference Room 
360 SW Avery Ave. 
Corvallis, Oregon 

 
Bob Durst, Committee Chair, called the meeting to Order at 7:15 PM 

 

Committee Members Present:  Bob Durst, Suzanne Remillard, and Vince Nowell  

 

Staff Members Present:  Owen Millehrer and Kris Pierce (Recorder) 

 

 

I. ADMINISTRATION 

 

• Approval of March 2016 Minutes – ACTION: There was not a quorum and 

this Agenda item will be moved to the September 2016 meeting.  

 

• Updated By-Laws – Staff provided the Committee a tentative copy of the 

Committee By-Laws with some changes to the language. The update has 

been across all of the Committees so that the language is consistent with the 

intention of the Committee Members. The Committee agreed to the changes 

and Staff said that they anticipate the BOC adopting the new By-laws during 

the upcoming month.  

 

II. GUEST SPEAKER 

 

• There was no guest speaker at the meeting.  
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III. OLD BUSINESS 

 

• City of Corvallis Bike/Ped Advisory Board Update – Staff reported that 

Corvallis Bike/Ped Advisory Board’s (CBPAB) Bike Practitioner Summit that 

was scheduled for May 14th, has been canceled and are looking at 

rescheduling it at a later date and after the summer months when they 

project that they would have better attendance. Brad will continue to update 

the Committee at the next meeting.   

 

ACTION: Brad will update the Committee in the future regarding the 

Corvallis Bike/Ped Advisory Board.  

 

• Update on Corvallis to Albany Path – Owen advised the Committee that the 

County now has a consultant, Barney & Worth, on board to do the 

preliminary groundwork this summer for the proposed Corvallis to Albany 

Path. He said that public outreach as well as Public Meeting have begun and 

will continue throughout the process. Owen also said that Laurel Byer, County 

Engineer, has met with the City of Albany and ODOT regarding the North 

Albany section of the Corvallis to Albany Path and that this section of the path 

is moving forward. Vince also commented that the North Albany sections of 

the Corvallis to Albany Path were slated to be built during the summer 2018 

and felt very excited to see the project moving forward. Staff said that they 

would continue to update the Committee on the Corvallis to Albany Path as 

additional information on the path becomes available.  

 

ACTION:  Staff will continue update the Committee regarding a 

Corvallis to Albany Path at future meetings as information becomes 

available.   

 

III NEW BUSINESS 

 

• TSP Review (Standing Item) – Owen said that the County is continuing to 

work with ODOT on the IGA and reiterated the timeline to the Committee for 

the expected review. He also asked the Committee to continue to consider 

who would be willing to be on the TSP Review Taskforce and reminded the 

Committee that the member would need to be able to commit to the five TSP 

Taskforce meetings throughout the year. He also asked the Committee to 

continue to solicit any concerns from the various clubs and other citizens and 
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bring the concerns back to the Committee for consideration in review of the 

TSP. Suzanne commented that she and various others continue to feel that 

the Independence Highway is a really big issue for bike riders. 

 

ACTION:  Staff will continue to update the Committee on the TSP 

Review and the Taskforce Committee.     

 

• Update on the County Crash Data – Owen passed out to the Committee the 

updated data and map that he felt would be more user friendly to the 

Committee. Bob asked staff if the County Crash Data would be including the 

information for the 2015 and 2016 crash information. Owen said that the 

State is about two years behind in issuing the data that he would need to 

complete adding those two years of information on the report. Bob continued 

to discuss the crash data that was available and listed on the report and 

noted that the report did not divulge the person or persons who were at fault 

for the accident; for example who had the right-of-way.  He also mentioned 

that the Staff could possibly work on entering additional data to the County 

Crash Data Report to contain a more detailed crash data results on the 

report. Owen commented that the information contained in the data and map 

has some missing information, but will continue to work on the report so that 

the Committee could use the information while reviewing the TSP.  He will 

continue to update the Committee on the County Crash Data.   

 

ACTION:  Owen will look into clarification of the data and update 

the data on the map for the Committee to consider when making 

suggestions to update the current Benton County TSP. Owen will 

continue to update the Committee on the County Crash Data.  

 

• Road Maintenance work this summer – Owen passed out to the Committee 

the current Road Maintenance List for work that will be performed this 

summer. The Committee and Staff discussed some of the roads that will have 

overlays done this year and chip seals as well as fog seals. The Committee 

discussed briefly the difference between a chip seal and fog seal. They also 

asked Staff if the County is working in the same area as the Midge Cramer 

Path, who is responsible for maintenance of that path? Staff said that the 

County is still working on funding the maintenance for the path, but no 

decisions have been made as of yet. Staff and the Committee continued to 

discuss additional roads and maintenance on the roads such as Bellfountain 
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Bridge being replaced, Evergreen Road being hard surfaced next year and 

culverts being done this year. They also discussed Robinhood Lane being 

widened and it being given to the City of Albany. Staff said that they will 

continue to update the Committee on the County Road Maintenance at a 

future meeting.  

   

• July Bike Ride Discussion – The Committee discussed the possibilities of the 

upcoming annual BAC July Bike Ride. Vince said that he will be suggesting 

possible dates for the bike ride to Laurie and the Committee in the upcoming 

weeks. He also suggested that the ride this year would be on the off-street 

and separated paths, including incorporating some of the new bike lanes in 

the North Albany area in order to offer the Committee a different experience 

ride than the previous year. The Committee said that they will meet and end 

at Frankie’s in North Albany.   

 

• Highway 34 Scenic Byway Designation – Discussion – The Committee 

discussed the recent announcement of the Highway 34 Scenic Byway 

Designation. The Committee discussed their concerns about the increase of 

traffic and potential bicyclists on the road due to the change of the highway 

to a Scenic Byway. Staff said that even though it was designated as a Scenic 

Byway there is no funding for improvements at this time, but if they apply for 

a grant improvements to the road could possibly be made to make it safer. 

The Committee suggested that they submit their concerns and ideas to the 

BOC on how to make the Scenic Byway a safer route. Owen said he will check 

with the Public Work’s Director to see if the BAC could submit ideas on how 

to make the route safer for bicycle traffic. Staff will continue to update the 

Committee on the decision of the Public Work’s Director as well as any 

additional update on the Highway 34 Scenic Byway.   

 

ACTION:  Staff will continue to update the Committee on the 

decision of the Public Work’s Director as well as any additional 

update on the Highway 34 Scenic Byway at a future meeting. 

 

• Other – Biking-Motorist Safety Information on the County’s website and 

newsletter – Suzanne asked the Committee if there has been any ideas 

regarding putting a biking/motorist safety message on the County’s 

website/webpage and the County’s newsletter. She said that if the Committee 

would like to pursue having a safety message to send them to her and she 
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would then put something together for Staff to present to IT and the PIO to 

be put on the website and newsletter.  

 

• September Meeting – Bob informed the Committee that he will be out of the 

County for the September Meeting. He said that he will be going with the 

Bridge Pedal Group from Portland embarking on a ride from Lhasa to 

Kathmandu in September. The Committee was very interested in the bike ride 

and said that they would be looking forward to hearing about it at the 

November 2016 meeting. 

 

IV PUBLIC INPUT  

• No public was in attendance of the meeting.  

 

V NEXT MEETING 

• September 8, 2016 

 

VI ADJOURNMENT  

• The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM 

 

 

 


