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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Tuesday, June 19, 2018  
Board of Commissioner’s Building 

205 NW 5th Street, Corvallis, Oregon 
12:00 p.m., Board Room 

Present: Xanthippe Augerot, Chair; Annabelle Jaramillo, Commissioner; Anne 
Schuster, Commissioner; Vance Croney, County Counsel 

Staff:  Laurel Byer, George Looney, David Malone, Public Works; Tracy Martineau, 
Human Resources; Lili’a Neville, Public Information Officer; Mary Otley, 
Finance; Debbie Parsons, Jen Ryun, Rebecca Seymore, Finance; Kevin 
Perkins, BOC Manager; JonnaVe Stokes, BOC Recorder; Greg Verret, 
Community Development 

Guests: Ryan Beathe, City of Albany; Shawn Collins, Housing Opportunity Action 
Council; Matt Gordon, Bennet Hall, Gazette Times; Maggie Livesay, Richard 
Riggs, OSU Extension Services; Vijay Raghavan, Louise Shaw, Susan Schulz, 
Jim Weaver, Nike Wethersay; Bruce Weber, Stone Soup 

I.  Opening 
Chair Augerot opened the meeting at 12:00 p.m. 

  A.  Introductions 
  B.  Pledge of Allegiance 
  C.  Announcements 
Augerot announced that today is Juneteenth, the day of celebration of the emancipation of the 
slaves.  There will be a celebration of black veterans on the Courthouse lawn later in the day.  
She asked for all to join her in celebrating the occasion. 

II. Comments from the Public  
Bruce Weber, Corvallis – Weber thanked the Board for their work on homeless services, 
especially Commissioner Schuster’s service on the Housing Opportunities Action Council 
(HOAC).  He was concerned that the County is pulling funding from the homeless shelter and 
asked the Board to reconsider committing to the funding, but not tying it to a location, he further 
asked that the Board recommit to working with HOAC, find a location, and help build support 
services.   
 

Vijay Raghavan, Corvallis – Raghavan was a frequent volunteer at the Cold Weather Shelter this 
past year and got to know many of the people there.  He asked the Board to reconsider funding 
and not withhold funds because of the chosen location.  He said he has noticed a lack of 
humanity in discussions, which concerned him.  HOAC priorities for the homeless is impressive, 
though he is not seeing homelessness being discussed as a priority.  The priority needs to be 
placed on people in this community. 
 

Susan Schulz, Corvallis – Schulz disagreed with pulling funding from the Second Street shelter 
and tying funding to a location.  The community was not advised or notified of the Board’s 
decision.  Why should the downtown businesses not be subjected to the cold weather shelter?  
One business already has homeless sleeping in their parking garage.  She asked for support from 
the Board for a cold weather shelter at the Second Street location. 
 

Matt Gordon, Corvallis – Gordon said he was asking for a collaborative effort by community 
members, the City, the County, and homeless workgroups.  He understands the Board supports 
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homeless programs, but that is not the community’s perception when funding is pulled.  Consider 
being a partner, there is no perfect location, but if we work together to combat issues that arise it 
is better.  It is not about the space.   
 

In response to the testimony, Schuster shared that the Board was trying to be collaborative, and 
concluded because a site was not agreed upon, and there was a July 1 deadline for a decision, 
there was no other plan or strategy that worked.  The City is in their budget cycle and needed to 
know if the County would be contributing funding.  More planning is needed before a location is 
chosen and reviewing alternative locations needs to continue.  She shared that the Historic 
Commission spent 21 years to fund raise for their new museum site, and it should be a 
welcoming safe venue where people should not be fearful of visiting.   
 

Jaramillo said their decision was difficult, and the Board would like a permanent location to 
address this need.  Community focus is needed to continue to find the best solution and this 
property did not fit that criteria.  She has a continuing interest in rural communities besides 
Corvallis, and the Board must consider their needs as well.  The issue for her was this particular 
location.   
 

Augerot said the funds are on hold, and in her mind, she views it as a way to call a time out.  The 
July 1 deadline imposed by several community groups was short, but she recognizes that there 
needs to be a shelter before November.  A broader conversation must take place and hopes that 
they now have the attention of the community, which is something that needed to happen.  She 
has hope that the community can come together and that the community will prioritize and 
support wrap-around services in a facility.  She apologized that the Board appeared not to feel 
deeply on this matter, that was not the intent.  She was aware that a lot of work was put into this 
enterprise by the community, especially recognizing Sean Collins for his efforts.  She also 
thanked the community for coming to be heard and wanted this issue to be viewed as a 
partnership rather than an us versus them.  She also acknowledged the need to work closer with 
business owners as well.  
 
III. Review and Approve Agenda 
No items were added to the agenda. 

IV. Consent Calendar (The Consent Calendar is approved with one motion) 
4.1 In the Matter of Renewing Alcohol and Tobacco Licenses – Dawn Dale, 

Sheriff’s Office 

4.2 In the Matter of Renewing the Liability, Property and Workers 
Compensation Insurance Coverage for FY 2018-2019 – Mary Otley, Finance 
Director 

4.3 In the Matter of a $5,000 Funding Request to District 16 Watermaster – 
Kevin Perkins, BOC Staff 

4.4 In the Matter of Establishing a 1.0 FTE Building Inspector Position for 
Community Development – Greg Verret, Community Development Director 

4.5 In the Matter of Requesting Funds from Oregon Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs for Suicide Awareness and Prevention on behalf of Benton County 
Veterans Service Office – Xanthippe Augerot, Chair 

MOTION: Jaramillo moved to approve the Consent Calendar of the June 19, 2018 Board 
Meeting.  Schuster seconded the motion, which carried (3-0). 

Public Hearings 
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PH1 In the Matter of a Public Hearing and Potential First Reading Establishing and 
Certifying Assessments for Improvements to Evergreen Road, County Road No. 
26290 – Laurel Byer, Dave Malone; Public Works 

Augerot opened the public hearing at 12:23 p.m. to hold the first reading of the Ordinance for 
Evergreen Road, County Road No. 26290. 
Staff Report: 
Byer reported on this item.  In 2016, the Board ordered the formation of the Road Assessment 
District for improvement to Evergreen Road.  Since that time construction was completed and 
improvements were accepted by the County Engineer in October 2017.  The Engineer compiled 
a report with the associated costs that are included in the Engineer’s Post-Construction Report.  
The amount of the assessments has not changed from the proposed assessment roll.  This hearing 
is the final step in the process for the Evergreen Road District to be complete and opens the 
hearing to the public to make any comments or suggest changes. 
Public Testimony: 
No public testimony was offered.   
The public testimony and public record portion of the public hearing was closed at 12:25 p.m. 
MOTION: Jaramillo moved to adopt Order No. 2018-063, establishing and certifying 

assessments for improvements to Evergreen Road, County Road No. 26290.  
Schuster seconded the motion, which carried (3-0). 

V.  Old Business 
5.1 In the Matter of a Second Reading Amending Benton County Development 

Code Chapter 64 – Accessory Dwelling Units – Greg Verret, Community 
Development Director 

On June 5, 2018, the Board conducted the first reading of Ordinance No. 2018-0286 and also 
read and adopted, by emergency clause, Ordinance No. 2018-0285 to go into effect by the end of 
June.  Today is the second reading of Ordinance No. 2018-0286, which is the same language as 
the emergency Ordinance No 2018-0285. 
MOTION: Schuster moved to conduct the second reading of Ordinance 2018-0286, adopting 

the Development Code amendments proposed in File LU-18-016, based on the 
Findings and Conclusions contained in the ordinance and the Staff Report.  
Jaramillo seconded the motion, which carried (3-0). 

Augerot performed the second reading amending the Benton County Development Codes 51, 63, 
64, 65, and 91 of Ordinance No. 2018-0286, which takes effect thirty days from today’s date and 
the emergency order expires upon enactment of the permanent ordinance, or on August 30, 2018, 
whichever comes first.  

5.2 In the Matter Approving the Updated Information Security Program Policy 
– Grace McDonald, Information Technology Director 

McDonald is asking for approval of an update to the County’s Information Security Program 
Policy No. 105 that assures the County is in compliance with the State Oregon Revised Statutes, 
which assures personal data is stored and protected by the County.  The update includes 
notification procedures in the event of a breach.  The Policy Oversight Committee and County 
staff have approved the changes.   
MOTION: Schuster moved to approve the updated Information Security Program Policy No. 

105.  Jaramillo seconded the motion, which carried (3-0). 
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5.3 In the Matter of Authorizing the Establishment of the Health 
Reimbursement Arrangement/Voluntary Employees’ Beneficiary Association 
(“HRA VEBA”) Plans – Tracy Martineau, Human Resources Director 

Martineau said this item was discussed previously at a Board work session.  She shared 
differences between the traditional Preferred Provider Organization (PPO) plan and consumer 
driven high deductible plan.  The VEBA provides an opportunity for staff to use the HRA under 
the consumer driven policy that some employee were not previously eligible.  Augerot noted the 
equity and inclusion of more staff members and appreciated that.  
MOTION: Jaramillo moved to adopt Resolution 2018-017 authorizing the establishment of 

the Health Reimbursement Arrangement/Voluntary Employees’ Beneficiary 
Association (HRA/VEBA).  Schuster seconded the motion, which carried (3-0). 

VI. Departmental Reports and Requests 
6.1 Discussion and Consideration the Acceleration of Redemption Period for Tax 

Foreclosed Property owned by Clark A and Betty A Zadina (Exhibit #1, photo of 
property at 312 Vincent Street, Philomath) – Mary Otley, Debbie Bauer, Finance  

Otley and Bauer were present to discuss property at 312 Vincent Street, Philomath.  Otley 
explained that after four consecutive years of non-payment of property taxes, the county begins 
foreclosure procedures.  That date would be October 2020 for the subject property.  The owners 
are both deceased and have one daughter whom is not able to pay the property tax or additional 
liens on the home.  The daughter was advised to walk away from the property.  The house is in 
serious state of disrepair and if the County waits another year and a half, the property will only 
deteriorate further and it would be unusable.  County Code Chapter 8.105 allows the county to 
accelerate a property before it becomes abandoned.  The public hearing’s focus is only on the 
issue of allowing the public to testify as to why the County should not wait to abandon the 
property.  
No probate was involved on the property.  Unlicensed cars are still in driveway, water and 
utilities have been shut off.  When the County takes foreclosed property, liens are paid and the 
title is cleared so potential buyers will have clear title to the property.  Lienholders have been 
notified.   
When questioned, Otley said she hopes to be back for a public hearing within a month. 
MOTION: Jaramillo moved to approve the Acceleration of Redemption Period for Tax 

Foreclosed Property of property identified by Map No. 12-5-07BC-10100 
property account no. 237879 and direct staff to set a date for the required public 
hearing.  Schuster seconded the motion, which carried (3-0). 

6.2 Discussion and Consideration Initiating a Petition to Vacate a Portion of 
Evergreen Road Crossing through the Morris Property – Dave Malone, 
Public Works 

Malone stated that they are asking for a resolution to declare intent to initiate proceedings.  A 
petition of 100% of the abutting landowners have requested to move forward, so a public hearing 
is not required.  Improvements were initially done in the 1960’s, but not finished.  The County 
recently improved the existing location to current County road standards, which is different from 
the original set-aside.  Adjacent property owners are vacating and transferring property to the 
County and the Morris’ are doing likewise.  By enactment of this resolution, the process of 
vacating the subject property begins.  A written report will follow from the Public Works 
Director. 
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MOTION: Schuster moved pursuant to ORS 368.326 – 368.341, adopting Resolution R2018-

018, declaring the County’s intent to initiate the proceedings to vacate a portion of 
Evergreen Road crossing through the Morris property as described in the petition 
to vacate.  Jaramillo seconded the motion, which carried (3-0). 

The formal dedication motion will come before the Board on July 17 and will be followed 
immediately by the next steps with an agenda item, which will be the acceptance of the 
dedication from the Morris’.  That will complete the process. 

VII.  Other  
Maggie Livesay introduced Rich Riggs the new Extension Mid-Central Regional Manager.  
Riggs grew up in Oakridge attended Oregon State University (OSU), and served in the Navy.  
Extension will hold a welcoming reception will be held on July 11, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., 
at the Sunset conference room. 
 

No other items were discussed. 
 
VIII.  Adjournment 
Chair Augerot adjourned the meeting at 12:46 p.m. 

             
Xanthippe Augerot, Chair    Margaret Kotyo, Transcriber 
       JonnaVe Stokes, Recorder 
* NOTE:  Items denoted with an asterisk do NOT have accompanying written materials in the meeting packet. 
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