




  

From Marys Peak to the Willamette River, from forests to farms, prairies to ponds, backyards to schoolyards, 

we are cultivating strong neighborhood ownership of the watershed’s health.   

 

We envision a future where abundant native fish live in the shaded creeks and rivers of our watershed. 

People feel connected to this place and see themselves as active stewards of the land and water. Investing 

in voluntary partnerships, the Marys River Watershed Council is a catalyst for restoring natural systems in 

a resilient watershed.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reached 362 youth through our education programming: 1) Exploring Oregon’s Ecosystems working with dual 

immersion 3rd graders and bilingual high school peer mentors; 2) the Environmental Leadership for Youth program; 

and 3) our Rock Creek camps 

Planted native trees around a series of historic alcoves we reconnected to mainstem Tum Tum River 

Spread seed over 17 acres to restore habitat of the endangered Fender’s Blue Butterfly 

Removed invasive knotweed from 15 miles of riparian corridors 

Constructed a wildlife blind at the Philomath Scout lodge for Scouts to learn about native species 

  

   

   

   

   

   

“to inspire and support voluntary stewardship of the Marys River watershed” 

 

LOOKING BACK AT 2018 

Dual Immersion 3rd graders explore 

Oregon’s ecosystems at Bald Hill Farm 

with the help of MRWC, partners, and 

bilingual high school peer mentors 

Students search for macroinvertebrates 

and learn about aquatic ecosystems at 

the MRWC Rock Creek Camps 

Over 40 volunteers helped remove 

1,700 pounds of trash at the Great 

Willamette Cleanup 

Members and supporters learn about 

our work on Shotpouch Creek on a tour 

of the watershed  

BECAUSE OF SUPPORTERS LIKE YOU, IN 2018, WE: 



          MARYS RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL                        2017 – 2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INCOME 

EXPENSES 

For Fiscal Year ending in 06/30/2018  

 

Total Revenue 

$286,332 

Total Expenses 

$245,073 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board Meyer Memorial Trust 

Oregon Community Foundation Trust Management Services U.S. Forest Service 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Willamette Habitat Restoration City of Corvallis 

Bessemer National Gift Fund The Chambers Foundation The Gray Family Foundation 

Greenbelt Land Trust Benton Soil & Water Conservation District Institute for Applied Ecology 

Oregon State University Bonneville Environmental Foundation  

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CONSERVATION PARTNERS 

MARYS RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL 

P.O. BOX 1041, CORVALLIS, OR 97339 

541-758-7597 | MARYSRIVER@MRWC.ORG  | WWW.MRWC.ORG 

Annie Young-Mathews, Chair 
Holly Purpura, 

Executive Director 

Thom Whittier, Co-Chair 
Kathleen Westly, 

Education and 

Restoration 

Coordinator 
Michael Pope, Treasurer 

Jeff Reams, Secretary 

Molly Monroe, Director Regina Southworth, 

Program Assistant Pete Nelson, Director 

Phil Sollins, Director  

Lee Sherman, Director  

Zach Pike-Urlacher, Hydrophile  
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The Benton Soil and Water Conservation District (BSWCD) and Benton County
Public Works (BCPW) have a common interest in the conservation of Benton
County’s natural resources. The IGA between BSWCD and BCPW promotes this
work cooperatively and efficiently in a cost effective manner on a county wide basis.
They achieved this through collaboration on shared areas of work; leveraging
resources to accomplish projects; offering each other technical assistance; and
sharing information and opportunities for conservation work.

Areas of work include, but are not limited to:
• Groundwater quantity and quality 
• Threats from invasive species 
• Riparian & wetland protection and restoration
• Soil erosion
• Water conservation and improving water quality
• Wildlife habitat improvements, including fish passage

BSWCD and BCPW have a long standing partnership to address natural resource
issues in Benton County. For 56 years, BSWCD has developed and maintained
programs for technical assistance and education and outreach on natural resource
issues for Benton County residents. In the past, BSWCD and BCPW partnered on
the Benton Fish Passage Improvement Program (BFPIP) that has contributed to the
improvement of fish passage in Benton County. Recently, the shift has been
towards management, identification and assistance with noxious weeds, threatened
and endangered plants, and stormwater. The Road Department Vegetation
Program receives education from a BSWCD representative during monthly “Weed
of the Month” meetings where they share with the crew what weeds are in season
and what they should be looking for.

Per the IGA with BSWCD, the annual report has been prepared and is attached.

n/a

Staff recommends the Board accept the report.

I move to ...

accept the 2018 Annual Report from Benton Soil & Water Conservation District.

Upload any attachments to be included in the agenda, preferably as PDF files. If more than one attachment / exhibit,
please indicate "1", "2", "3" or "A", "B", "C" on the documents.

2018 Annual Report.pdf 272.52KB

Approvals

Sign

Sign



SMA Weed Pull 

Due to staff turn-over at Benton SWCD, we were 
unable to host the annual knapweed pull at the 
County’s Special Management Area outside of 
Lupine Meadows on SW West Hills Road in 
Philomath.  

We will continue this effort in 2019, as we are be-
ginning to see a reduction in the amount of this 
noxious weed and are helping exhaust the knap-
weed seed bank. 

IGA Requirements 

Reporting: Give an annual presentation to the Board of Commissioners after submittal of the annual report 
on work completed that supports the IGA. 

Road Crew Program: Conduct a Weed Spotters Program for Road Crew and other appropriate Public 
Works staff once per year. Focus will be on Early Detection and Rapid Response species. 

SMA Weed Pull: Coordinate volunteer training and supervision (a minimum of two events per biennium) for 
weed removal in Special Management Areas.  

Sharing Plant Information: Provide support for native and invasive species identification, control and/or 
enhancement efforts of County staff.  

Reporting 

This annual report summarizes the accomplishments of the BSWCD staff in fulfillment of the IGA 
requirements. BSWCD staff will give a presentation to the Board of Commissioners about our IGA FY 
2018 accomplishments in fall 2019. 

At right, OSU student volunteers celebrate the bounty 
of invasive meadow knapweed they pulled out of the 
West Hills Rd-19th St. SMA. 

BSWCD/BCPW IGA  
Annual Report 2018  

Road Crew Program 

In 2018, we presented three species to the BCPW 
road crew to increase their familiarity with invasive 
species identification, mode of spread, suitable 
habitats, control methods, and best management 
practices to reduce spread. We covered these 
noxious weeds: 

 -Yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) 
 -Pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana) 
 -Jubata grass (Cortaderia jubata) 
 -Herbicide risk communication 



BSWCD/BCPW IGA  
Annual Report 2018  

Additional, Related Efforts 

BSWCD coordinates the Benton County 
Cooperative Weed Management Area (BC 
CWMA) and the Willamette Mainstem 
Cooperative (WMC). BC CWMA and WMC 
activities often help BSWCD meet the 
requirements of the BSWCD-BCPW IGA. Here 
are a few examples. 

1. Coordination of 5th Annual Let’s Pull 
Together Event. On May 19, 2018, during 
Oregon’s Invasive Weed Awareness Week, 17 
BC CWMA partner organizations and over 100 
volunteers pulled weeds at multiple locations in 
the County.  

2. Presentation to Benton County Environmental 
Issues Advisory Committee. Presentation 
highlighted the significance and impact of 
invasive species, how to report them, and the 
importance of the BC CWMA. 

3. Aquatic Weed Workshops and Volunteer 
Weed Pull Events. Summer 2018 we held an 
aquatic weed workshop so County residents 
could learn first-hand identification of aquatic 
weeds, and held two volunteer weed pull events 
along the river. 

4. Landowner Assistance. Benton SWCD’s 
Resource Conservationist continues to provide 
technical assistance to Benton County 
landowners on weed control measures during 
landowner site visits. 

Sharing Plant Information 

A weed control IPM handout is given to every 
landowner who receives a site visit. We also 
provide links from the online weed profiles to 
management information. Aquatic workshop 
attendees receive the Water Weed Guide. 

The BSWCD website contains information on 
invasive species (search for “weed profiles”). 
This is a useful resource for County landowners 
and community members who want to learn 
more about invasive species. 

Volunteers of all ages removed invasives. 

Paddle & Pull Volunteers 

Let’s Pull Together Event Volunteers 



 
1400 Queen Ave SE • Suite 201 • Albany, OR  97322 
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 MEMBER GOVERNMENTS — COUNTIES: Benton, Lincoln, and Linn CITIES: Adair Village, Albany, Brownsville, Corvallis, Depoe Bay, 
Halsey, Harrisburg, Lebanon, Lincoln City, Lyons, Millersburg, Monroe, Newport, Philomath, Scio, Siletz, Sweet Home, Tangent, Toledo, 
Waldport, Yachats OTHER: Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians and Port of Newport 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

DATE:  January 22, 2019 
 
TO:  Benton County Commissioners 
 
FROM: Fred Abousleman, Executive Director, 
  Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments (OCWCOG) 
 
RE:   Update on OCWCOG Activities and Programs 
 

 
Community and Economic Development 
 

• GIS Services 
As of December, the CED GIS staff are providing contract services to both the City of 
Philomath and City of Toledo. The capacity to serve OCWCOG members has increased 
through ArcGIS licensing upgrades, equipment, and staffing. CED is available to assist 
communities to modernize or expand their information system in the GIS environment. 
Some examples of the services being provided include: 

• Updating internal facilities data and collect existing external data (tax lots, building 
footprints, etc.); 

• Converting existing shapefiles and "paper" maps to an ArcGIS Geodatabase for long-
term consistency and interaction with other data sets; 

• Identifying mechanisms for field collection of data (traffic signs, water meters, etc.); and 

• Activating ArcGIS Online accounts and creating interactive viewers - for internal use by 
staff and administration, and by the public. Internal viewers can be designed for use in 
the field by handheld units. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Transportation Services 
 

• Cascades West RideLine (RideLine) 
RideLine continues to provide high levels of non-emergent medical transportation 
assistance. In the period of July through September 2018, 3,915 RideLine clients took a 
total of 51,388 trips. Most of these trips were sedan (31,137) trips or mileage 
reimbursements (12,905).  
 
Most transportation services are for physical, mental, and dental health, with the single 
highest concentration of transportation services around alcohol and drug treatment, and 
mental health. A breakdown of trips made in Benton County is here:  

 Trips Clients 

Benton County 7,904 640 

Change from Last 
Reporting Period 

17 less 16 less 

Regionally 51,388 3,864 

Change from Last 
Reporting Period 

167 less 51 less 

 
In total, nearly 62,783 individuals are eligible for transportation assistance in OCWCOG’s tri-
county Region, including 13,938 in Benton County (1,219 Oregon Health Plan (OHP); 
11,740 InterCommunity Health Network Coordinated Care Organization clients; plus, other 
Benton County residents on OHP with another Coordinated Care Organization total 979). 

 

• Corvallis Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) 
CAMPO is busy preparing its annual workplan, or FY2019-2020 Unified Planning Work 
Program, for review by State and Federal partners. Two new elected officials from Corvallis 
and Philomath will be joining the Policy Board this month and Staff will be bringing them up 
to speed on the roles and responsibilities of CAMPO.  
 
In collaboration with the Albany Area Metropolitan Planning Organization, CAMPO is excited 
to be hosting the quarterly Oregon MPO Consortium meeting at the Historic Albany 
Carousel this month and showcasing Albany’s new streetscape to representatives from 
across the State.  

 

• Linn-Benton Loop Transit Service 
Linn-Benton Loop Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and Policy Board members, 
including staff from Albany and Corvallis Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) met 
December 18th for a Service Enhancement Plan workshop. At the workshop, the project 
consultants from Nelson/Nygaard reviewed project plan scenarios which included routes, 
timing, frequency, service span, and connections. Participants provided input on service 
needs and opportunities for further refinement of the draft scenarios. Draft projects will be 
presented to the TAC by the end of January. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Community Services Program 
 

• Benton County Veterans Services Office (VSO) 
Please see separate report submitted by Jennifer Moore, Community Services Program 
Director, OCWCOG. 

 

• Foster Grandparent Program (FGP) 
OCWCOG’s FGP recruits and matches volunteers to children aged five to 18. The program 
is intergenerational, providing volunteers age 55 and over the opportunity to mentor, nurture, 
and support children with special or exceptional needs, or who are at an academic, social, 
or financial disadvantage. OCWCOG leverages the skills of Foster Grandparents to improve 
school readiness and help children gain academic confidence to excel in school. 

 

For the months of October - December 2018: 

 Regionally Benton County 

Hours 5,749 1,065 

Change from 
Last Report 

1,043 more 385 more 

 

• Meals on Wheels (MOW)  

 October, November, and December 
2018 

October, November, and December 
2018 

Benton County 510 individuals 7,201 meals 

Change from 
Last Quarter 

51 more individuals 1,204 more meals 

Regionally 3,388 individuals 50,717 meals 

Change from 
Last Quarter 

703 more individuals 521 less meals 

 

• Older Adult Behavioral Health Initiative (OABHI)  
Several of the behavioral health challenges OABHI currently grapples with include:  
• Men are approximately three times more likely to die by suicide than women. The 

highest suicide rate in the State occurred among men age 85 and older. 
• Oregon has the highest rate in the nation of those 65+ hospitalized for opioid-related 

issues such as overdose, abuse, and dependence.   
• 77% of Americans age 55+ who die by suicide had seen their primary care provider 

within one year of death, and 58% had seen their provider within one month.  
• 11% of older adults (65+) experienced a mental illness in the past year; 56% with any 

mental illness did not receive mental health services. 
• 22% of adults in Oregon experience a disability. 

 
OABHI continues to address the range of barriers contributing to these and other challenges 
and to build system(s) to serve all Oregonians at all stages in life. Beginning January 1, 2019, 
for the first time the number of people over the age of 60 outnumber those under the age of 
18. Workforce development and community education aimed at those working with this aging 
demographic is becoming more crucial than ever.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
• Retired Seniors Volunteer Program (RSVP) 

RSVP is America’s largest volunteer network for people age 55 and over. RSVP volunteers 
choose how, where, and how often they want to serve.  

 

For the months of October - December 2018: 

 Regionally Benton County 

Hours 9,087 2,394 

Change from 
Last Report 

1,559 less 68 less 

 
• Senior Companion Program (SCP)  

SCP provides a way for volunteers 55 and over to stay active by serving less-able seniors 
and other adults, helping them maintain independence in their home. Among other activities, 
Senior Companions assist with daily living tasks, such as grocery shopping and bill paying; 
provide friendship and companionship; alert doctors and family members to potential 
problems; and provide respite to family caregivers. 

 

For the months of October – December 2018: 

 Regionally Benton County 

Hours 1,453 57 

Change from 
Last Report 

563 more 12 more 

 

• Senior Health Insurance Benefits Assistance (SHIBA) Program 
Medicare Open Enrollment Period (10/15/18 – 12/7/2018) proved to be a busy season for 23 
SHIBA volunteers who provided one-on-one counseling to a total of 955 clients in the 
Region. SHIBA served 284 clients in Benton County, 326 in Lincoln County, and 345 in Linn 
County for a total of 1,676 hours of free Medicare counseling services. 

 

County 
Clients 
Served 

Hours 
(Oct) 

Hours 
(Nov) 

Hours 
(Dec) 

Benton County 284 226 172 97 

Lincoln County 326 178 222 154 

Linn County 345 263 264 100 

Total Clients 955    

 
SHIBA continues to expand its services in the Region as it now offers routine counseling at 
the Oregon Veterans Home-Lebanon (OVHL). This past year, a social service worker from 
OVHL contacted SHIBA looking for help understanding Medicare for their residents; the 
program has provided two trainings to OVHL as well as research addressing specific issues 
surrounding the interaction of Medicare and VA benefits. OVHL qualifies for a continuous 
enrollment period; to build on the 20 hours served during open enrollment period, one-on-
one counseling will be offered at least once a month throughout the year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Senior and Disability Services (SDS) 
 

• Adult Protective Services (APS) 

 Regionally Benton County 

 Complaints 
Received About 
Possible Abuse 

Cases That Were 
or Are Still Being 

Investigated 

Complaints 
Received About 
Possible Abuse 

Cases That Were  
or Are Still Being 

Investigated 

November 2018 183 82 12 3 

December 2018 171 88 11 1 

Total 354 170 22 4 

Change from  
Last Report 

5 less 26 more 18 less 13 less 

 

• Aging and Disability Resource Connection (ADRC) 
 Unduplicated 

Consumers 
Total Number of 

Calls for the Region* 
Total Number of Calls 

for Benton County* 
November 2018 648 792 142 

December 2018 595 705 116 
*Total Number of Calls – includes emails, faxes, mail, in-person, other, and unspecified contacts with OCWCOG staff. 

 

• Oregon Department of Human Services Aging and People with Disability Services Launches 
Survey of In-Home Consumers in 2019 
In May 2018, Aging and People with Disabilities (APD) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between APD and the Oregon Law Center, Legal Aid Services of 
Oregon, and Disability Rights Oregon. The MOU was the result of a discussion between 
legal advocates and the State regarding changes that were implemented in the Medicaid 
Long-Term Services and Supports program in October 2018. Within this agreement, APD 
committed to completing a survey of consumers receiving in-home services with the hope of 
understanding how the changes had affected them. Topics that will be covered include 
consumer satisfaction with service plans and in-home care agencies, consumers ability to 
direct home care worker (HCW) schedules, satisfaction with HCW schedules, unmet needs, 
timing and frequency of tasks, need for use of assistive devices, and need for environmental 
modifications. The results from the survey will be shared. If significant unmet needs are 
found, APD agreed to convene a workgroup to meet the unmet needs that are Medicaid 
covered services. Follow up surveys are to happen two more times at three-year intervals. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     Benton County Veterans Services 
      777 NW 9th Street, Suite 202C • Corvallis, Oregon 97333 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

DATE:  January 22, 2019 
 
TO:   Benton County Commissioners 
 
FROM: James Jarrell III, Benton County Veterans Service Officer 

Jennifer Moore, Community Services Program Director 
Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments (OCWCOG) 

 
RE:   Veterans Service Office Quarterly Report 

   
 

Information provided in this report covers Fiscal Year (FY) 2018-2019, Quarter 2, from October 
1, 2018 through December 31, 2018.  
 
Recoveries:  
Recoveries are the calculated amounts of Veterans Administration (VA) dollars paid direct to 
Veterans through the efforts of each County Veterans Service Office (CVSO).  
 

 
 
Compensation awards are paid for service connected disabilities or as Dependency and 
Indemnity Compensation (DIC), which is awarded to the survivors of Veterans who die from 
service connected conditions. Pensions are income based and can be awarded to Veterans or 
their surviving spouses. Retroactive payments can be issued for compensation or pension 
payments, and are awarded when significant time passes between the effective date and the 
award date of the claim to bring the monies current. There are a dozen different education 
benefits, but accurate information on those award amounts is not readily available. 
Miscellaneous includes burial, plot, CRSC, etc. 
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As data is pulled at the end of each quarter, the data from prior quarters is reviewed for 
accuracy. Recovery amounts by type are updated when and as awards may be revised (for 
example, an award may be reduced or increased, or the Veteran may have moved out of area), 
or other information received. Based on awards at the end of the current quarter, total 
retroactive recoveries for Fiscal Year 2017-2018 increased a total of $1,644,130. 
 

 
 
There were no appeals filed during the quarter. The total number of claims was slightly off pace 
this past quarter, with one member of the team out on extended leave.  
 
 

 
 
The team continues to see the largest number of appointments in-person, in the office. There 
was a change in walk-in traffic over the period, attributed to moving the office; as Veterans once 
again become familiar with the location, we expect walk-in traffic to stabilize back to the 
previous average. Out-of-office interviews were paused, due to the request(s) of the respective 
locations, but will begin again in February 2019.  
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Out-of-Office Interviews 
 
As reported last quarter, and reflected in the charts above, interviews in off-site locations were 
paused last quarter, due to the request(s) of those locations. Local appointments will once again 
be offered to Veterans in Monroe, at the Legion Hall, and on-site at HP in February. Out-of-
office interviews will be held on Wednesdays, to allow for better and consistent planning.   
 
 
Outreach (Presentations and events) 
 
The team continues to participate in VET-NET, a local coalition of organizations providing 
service to Veterans, including representatives from WorkSource Oregon, Local Veterans’ 
Employment Representatives (LVERs), Disabled Veterans’ Outreach Program (DVOP), 
Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration Program (HVRP), Supportive Services for Veteran Families 
(SSVF), Hewlett-Packard, Linn-Benton Community College, Oregon State University, and 
Samaritan Health Services. 
 
 
Service to Veterans 
 
Items ordered for the Suicide Awareness and Prevention project were recently received, and 
approximately 150 “care packages” have been created. Contents include resource materials 
and other appropriate items. Distribution will be managed through community partners, and 
prioritized for Veterans who are experiencing homelessness and/or lack personal supports 
(family, friends, their “unit”).  
 
 
Training 
 
Oregon Department of Veterans Affairs (ODVA) held its annual Statewide training at the 
Boulder Falls Conference Center in Lebanon Oregon in October. Staff attended the week-long 
event. Assistant Veterans Service Officer James Jarrell took and passed the accreditation exam 
required to become officially recognized by the Federal Veterans Administration. He also 
completed a one-day Pension Update Training and a one-day Senior Corps Suicide Awareness 
and Prevention training in October, as well as a Claims Training in December.   
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Effective March 20, 2019, Benton County must either have an ordinance in place
regulating “tiny houses” or must accept permit applications for all types of “tiny
houses”. Staff recommends adopting an ordinance to temporarily prohibit “tiny
houses on wheels” until potential concerns can be addressed. 
Under Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 455.500, the State of Oregon Building Codes
Division (BCD) has adopted the Reach Code that provides an optional set of
standards effective September 20, 2018. The Reach Code’s optional standards
applies to two types of tiny houses:
• Tiny houses classified as a Group R-3 occupancy, one family dwelling unit as
defined in the Oregon Residential Specialty Code intended for permanent living;
and

• Tiny houses on wheels classified as a Group R-5 occupancy intended for
temporary or emergency use or as allowed by the building official. 
The State’s adoption of the 2018 Oregon Reach Code requires a local building
inspection program (municipality) to recognize and accept a permit application for
the construction of an R-3 or R-5 tiny house. A building official is not required to
accept a permit application for a tiny house under this code if the local municipality
has adopted an ordinance requesting an alternate regulatory option by March 20,
2019.
See Attachment A for 2018 Oregon Reach Code Summary
Community Development staff and County Counsel have reviewed and discussed
the provisions of the Reach Code, and request the Board initiate an ordinance
creating an exception to the Reach Code under the provisions of ORS 455.065 to
allow R-3 tiny houses built under the reach code and to temporarily prohibit R-5 tiny
houses (tiny houses on wheels). Tiny houses on wheels present an unconventional
and potentially controversial occupancy type. Staff recognizes that more time is
needed than afforded by the State’s deadline, to conduct research and host a
broader community discussion before moving forward with adopting R-5 occupancy
code language. 
BACKGROUND:
The Benton County Building Division administers the building permit and inspection
program in accordance with the Oregon Residential Specialty code (ORSC). The
ORSC provides uniform standards that ensure newly constructed residential
buildings are safe for citizens. Current residential buildings sited in Benton County
are constructed using long recognized codes and standards. 
Within Benton County R-3 tiny houses could currently be constructed within the
framework of the ORSC as a site built residence, or as a manufactured dwelling per
ORS 446.003(24), or a pre-fabricated structure constructed and inspected offsite
by the BCD. It is not fully understood how R-5 tiny houses, which more closely
resemble Recreational Vehicles, will be incorporated into local zoning and building
regulations. See Attachment B for ORS 446.003(24).

1. Direct staff to prepare amendments to Chapter 11 as proposed.
2. Direct staff to not propose amendments.

Direct staff to prepare an ordinance creating an exception to the Reach Code under
the provisions of ORS 455.065 to allow R-3 tiny houses built under the reach code
and to temporarily prohibit R-5 tiny houses (tiny houses on wheels).

I move to ...

I move to: direct staff to prepare an ordinance creating an exception to the Reach
Code under the provisions of ORS 455.065 to allow R-3 tiny houses built under the
reach code and to temporarily prohibit R-5 tiny houses (tiny houses on wheels).

Upload any attachments to be included in the agenda, preferably as PDF files. If more than one attachment / exhibit,
please indicate "1", "2", "3" or "A", "B", "C" on the documents.

2018 Oregon Reach Code.pdf 384.79KB

ORS 446.003(24).pdf 143.27KB

Approvals



Signature - County Counsel

Signature - Finance

Signature - HR

Signature - CA

Signature - BOC

Sign
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Under Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 455.500, the division, after consultation with the 

appropriate advisory board, shall establish a Reach Code. The Oregon Reach Code is an optional 

set of standards providing a choice for builders, consumers, contractors, and others. Customers 

can choose to build to the codes adopted as the State Building Code or to build to this optional 

Reach Code. 

When adopting this code, the division considers economic and technical feasibility, and any 

published codes that are newly developed for construction. The Oregon Reach Code is not 

limited to energy provisions and may include other subject matters. This code is an optional tool 

for local builders and local government and is not applicable in areas of state administration. 

The 2018 Oregon Reach Code consists of two parts. Part I includes optional energy standards for 

commercial and residential buildings. Part II includes optional provisions for tiny houses, 400 

square feet or less in floor area, not including loft areas. 

 

Part I—Commercial Energy provisions 

Adopted code: 2018 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) with Oregon Reach Code 

modifications 

Commentary: For structures covered under the Oregon Structural Specialty Code (OSSC), the 

2018 IECC represents an improvement to the 2014 OSSC/2014 OEESC. The 2018 

IECC is a contemporary code that advances energy efficiency through a timely 

evaluation and recognition of the latest advancements in construction techniques, 

emerging technologies and science related to the built environment. The 2018 IECC 

is recognized by the U.S. Department of Energy as the most current national energy 

efficiency construction code. 

Part I—Residential Energy Provisions 

Adopted code: 2017 Oregon Residential Specialty Code (ORSC), including Chapter 11, with 

Oregon Reach Code modifications 

Commentary: For residential structures covered under the ORSC, the 2017 ORSC exceeds national 

standards that are technically and economically feasible for residential structures. 

  

 

Effective: Sept. 20, 2018 

(Ref.: ORS 455.500) 

2018 Oregon Reach Code 
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Part II—Tiny Houses 

Adopted code: 2018 International Residential Code (IRC), including Appendix Q for Tiny 

Houses, with Oregon Reach Code modifications 

Commentary: The 2018 IRC, including Appendix Q, provides minimum standards for the 

construction of tiny houses, 400 square feet or less in floor area, not including loft 

areas. 

In addition to an energy provision modification, (requiring all LED lighting), this 

code establishes a new occupancy classification for the tiny house on wheels product. 

Many wheeled-type structures are constructed using recreational vehicle-type 

products that are not typically allowed for permanent dwelling use. The exemption of 

product certification requirements under the electrical and plumbing statutes allows 

the Oregon Reach Code to provide a solution for contractors wanting to incorporate 

these products. This code: 

 Provides another tool for tiny house builders. 

 Provides flexibility for local government to address housing needs. 

 Includes standards for both tiny houses on wheels and permanent tiny houses.  
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2018 Oregon Reach Code, Part I 

COMMERCIAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

The 2018 Oregon Reach Code, Part I, Commercial Energy Provisions, consists of the following: 

 2018 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC)—Commercial Provisions 

 Oregon specific modifications as shown below 

 

Chapter 1 [CE] of the 2018 IECC is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 

Scope and Application 

SECTION 101 
GENERAL 

101.1 Title. Chapter 1 of these regulations shall be 

known as the Oregon Reach Code, Part I – commercial 

energy provisions, hereinafter referred to as “this code.” 

101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to 

the design, construction, addition, alteration, 

replacement, repair, equipment, and site orientation, of 

every building or structure or any appurtenances 

connected or attached to such buildings or structures 

and to the site on which the building is located. 

Occupancy classifications shall be determined in 

accordance with the Building Code. 

This code shall not apply to the following: 

1. Where an owner or designer has not opted to 

build under this code. 

2. Any Group R, residential occupancies 

constructed under the Residential Code. 

3. Equipment or systems that are used primarily 

for industrial or manufacturing processes. 

101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in the appendices 

shall not apply. 

101.3 Intent. This code shall be an optional set of 

construction standards and methods that are 

economically and technically feasible, to regulate the 

design and construction of buildings for the effective 

use of energy and the employment of renewable energy 

technologies. This code is intended to provide 

flexibility to permit the use of innovative approaches 

and techniques to achieve the effective use of energy, 

and to reduce the negative potential impacts of the built 

environment. This code is intended to be used as an 

alternate compliance method for Chapter 13 of the 

Building Code. This code is not intended to abridge 

safety, health or environmental requirements contained 

in other applicable codes and ordinances. 

SECTION 102 
APPLICABILITY 

102.1 General. This code is an overlay to the other 

Oregon Specialty Codes. This code is not intended to be 

used as a stand-alone construction regulation document 

or to abridge or supersede safety, health or 

environmental requirements under other applicable 

codes or ordinances. 

102.1.1 Code conflicts. Where there is a conflict 

between a general requirement and a specific 

requirement of this code, the specific requirement 

shall be applicable. Where, in any specific case, 

different sections of the code specify different 

materials, methods of construction or other 

requirements, the most practical and effective 

requirement to meet the intent of the code shall 

govern. 

102.1.2 Innovative approaches. It is intended that 

the provisions of this code provide flexibility to allow 

and encourage the use of innovative approaches, 

techniques and technology to achieve compliance 

with the intent of the code. 

102.2 Other laws. The provisions of this code shall not 

be deemed to nullify any provisions of local, state or 

federal law. 

102.3 Application of references. References to chapter 

or section numbers, or to provisions not specifically 

identified by number, shall be construed to refer to such 

chapter, section or provision of this code. 

102.4 Reference codes and standards. The provisions 

of Chapter 1 of the Building Code shall apply. The 

codes and standards referenced in this code and the 
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Building Code shall be considered as part of the 

requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of 

such reference. It is the expressed intent of this code to 

require higher minimum standards relating to building 

energy performance than the corresponding minimum 

standards set by Chapter 13 of the Building Code, and 

in such cases, the higher minimum standards of this 

code shall take precedence. 

References to the International Building Code or the 

Building Code shall mean the Oregon Structural 

Specialty Code as adopted by OAR 918-460-0010. 

References to the International Electrical Code, the 

NFPA 70, or the Electrical Code shall mean the Oregon 

Electrical Specialty Code as adopted by OAR 918-305-

0100. 

References to the International Fuel Gas Code shall 

mean the Oregon Mechanical Specialty Code, Appendix 

C as adopted by OAR 918-440-0010. 

References to the International Mechanical Code, the 

International Fuel Gas Code or the Mechanical Code 

shall mean the Oregon Mechanical Specialty Code as 

adopted by OAR 918-440-0010. 

References to the International Plumbing Code or the 

Plumbing Code shall mean the Oregon Plumbing 

Specialty Code as adopted by OAR 918-750-0110. 

References to the International Residential Code or 

the Residential Code shall mean the Oregon Residential 

Specialty Code as adopted by OAR 918-480-0005. 

102.4.1 Conflicting provisions. Where the extent of 

the reference to referenced code or standard includes 

subject matter that is within the scope of this code or 

the Building Code, the provisions of this code or the 

Building Code as applicable, shall take precedence 

over the provisions in the referenced code or 

standard. 

102.5 Partial invalidity. In the event that any part or 

provision of this code is held to be illegal or void, this 

shall not have the effect of making void or illegal any 

of the other parts or provisions. 

102.6 Existing structures. The legal occupancy of any 

structure existing on the date of adoption of this code 

shall be permitted to continue without change, except as 

is specifically covered in this code, the Building Code, 

the International Existing Building Code as adopted by 

Oregon, or as is deemed necessary by the code official 

for the general safety and welfare of building occupants 

and the public. 

102.7 Mixed occupancy buildings. In mixed 

occupancy buildings, each portion of a building shall 

comply with the specific requirements of this code 

applicable to each specific occupancy. 

Administration and Enforcement 

This code is administered and enforced under the 

provisions and authority of Chapter 1 of the Building 

Code.

 

Chapter 2 [CE] of the 2018 IECC is modified by replacing or adding the following definitions: 

BUILDING OFFICIAL. The officer charged with the 

administration and enforcement of this code, or a duly 

authorized representative. 

CODE OFFICIAL. See "Building Official." 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING. For this code, includes 

detached one- and two-family dwellings, and multiple 

single-family dwellings (townhouses) as well as Group R-

2, R-3 and R-4 buildings three stories or less in height 

above grade plane. 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING. For this code, includes 

Group R-3 buildings regulated under the Residential 

Code: one- and two-family dwellings and townhomes.

 

Chapter 4 [CE] of the 2018 IECC is modified by deleting Section 407, Total Building Performance.  



Page 5 of 9 

2018 Oregon Reach Code, Part I 

RESIDENTIAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

The 2018 Oregon Reach Code, Part I, Residential Energy Provisions, consists of the following: 

 2017 Oregon Residential Specialty Code (ORSC), including Chapter 11 for energy efficiency 

 Oregon specific modifications as shown below 

 

Chapter 11, Section N1101 of the 2017 ORSC is modified by the following: 

N1101.1 General. The provisions of this chapter regulate 

the exterior envelope, as well as the design, construction 

and selection of heating, ventilating and air-conditioning 

systems, lighting and piping insulation required for the 

purpose of effective conservation of energy within a 

building or structure governed by this code. 

All conditioned spaces within residential buildings 

shall comply with Table N1101.1(1) and two three 

additional measures from Table N1101.1(2). 
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2018 Oregon Reach Code, Part II 

TINY HOUSES 

The 2018 Oregon Reach Code, Part II, Tiny House Provisions, consists of: 

 The 2018 International Residential Code (IRC), including Appendix Q for Tiny Houses 

 Oregon Reach Code modifications. 

 

Chapter 1 of the 2018 IRC is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the 2017 Oregon Residential 

Specialty Code (ORSC) Chapter 1 with the following modifications: 

SECTION R101 
GENERAL 

 Replace Section R101 with the following: 

R101.1 Title. Chapter 1 of these regulations shall be 

known as the Oregon Reach Code, Part II—Tiny House 

Provisions and shall be cited as such and will be 

referred to herein as “this code.” 

R101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply 

to the construction, alteration, enlargement, 

replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy of 

the following: 

1. Tiny houses classified as a Group R-3 occupancy, 

one-family dwelling unit as defined in the Oregon 

Residential Specialty Code intended for 

permanent living. 

2. Tiny houses on wheels classified as a Group R-5 

occupancy intended for temporary or emergency 

use or as allowed by the building official. 

This code shall not apply: 

1. Where an owner or the owner’s authorized agent 

has not voluntarily opted to build under this code. 

2. To any residential Group R occupancy 

constructed under the Oregon Residential 

Specialty Code or the Oregon Structural Specialty 

Code. 

3. Any structure over 400 square feet in building 

area as defined by the Oregon Structural 

Specialty Code. 

R101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in Appendix Q of 

the 2018 International Residential Code are adopted 

as a part of this code, all other appendices of the 2018 

International Residential Code shall not apply. 

R101.3 Intent. This code shall be an optional set of 

construction standards and methods that are 

economically and technically feasible, to establish 

minimum standards for the design and construction of 

tiny houses incorporating effective use of energy while 

accommodating both tiny houses on wheels (THOW) 

and permanent (dwelling) uses. 

R101.4 Local Acceptance. A local building inspection 

program (municipality) must recognize and accept a 

permit application for the construction, reconstruction, 

alteration, or repair of a building or structure in 

conformance with this code. (See ORS 455.500). 

Exception: A local building official is not required 

to accept a permit application for a tiny house under 

this code if the local municipality has adopted an 

ordinance prohibiting tiny house structures, their use, 

installation, set-up, or any other matter consistent 

with planning and zoning standards adopted for that 

community. A local building official is also not 

required to accept a permit application for a tiny 

house under this code if the local municipality has 

adopted an ordinance requesting an alternate 

regulatory option under the provisions of ORS 

455.065. These exceptions may include Group R-3 

and/or R-5 tiny houses built under this code, 

consistent with the municipal ordinance. Building 

officials in the process of adopting a local ordinance 

or seeking rules under ORS 455.065 applicable to 

Group R-5 structures are not required to accept an 

application for an R-5 structure under this code 

during the period that the building official is seeking 

an ordinance to create an exception, up to six 

months.  
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SECTION R102 
APPLICABILITY 

 Replace Section R102.1 with the following: 

R102.1 General. The use of this code is at the 

discretion of the permit applicant and must be accepted 

by the local municipality. 

R102.1.1 Code conflicts. Where there is a conflict 

between a general requirement and a specific 

requirement of this code, the specific requirement 

shall be applicable. Where, in any specific case, 

different sections of the code specify different 

materials, methods of construction or other 

requirements, the most practical and effective 

requirement to meet the intent of the code shall 

govern. 

R102.1.2 Innovative approaches. It is intended that 

the provisions of this code provide flexibility to allow 

and encourage the use of innovative approaches, 

techniques and technology to achieve compliance with 

the intent of the code. 

R102.1.3 Separate compliance path. The use of this 

code constitutes a separate compliance path from the 

Oregon Residential Specialty Code in that designs 

must comply with this code in its entirety. Mixing of 

standards or crossover applications with other codes is 

not allowed. 

 Replace Section R102.4 with the following: 

R102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes 

and standards referenced in this code shall be 

considered part of the requirements of this code to the 

prescribed extent of each such reference and as further 

regulated in Sections R102.4.1 and R102.4.2. 

Exception: Where enforcement of a code provision 

would violate the conditions of the listing of the 

equipment or appliance, the conditions of the listing and 

manufacturer’s instructions shall apply. 

References to the International Building Code or the 

Building Code shall mean the Oregon Structural 

Specialty Code as adopted by OAR 918-460-0100. 

References to the International Electrical Code, the 

NFPA 70, or the Electrical Code shall mean the Oregon 

Electrical Specialty Code as adopted by OAR 918-400-

0455. 

References to the International Fuel Gas Code shall 

mean the Oregon Mechanical Specialty Code, Appendix 

C as adopted by OAR 918-440-0010. 

References to the International Mechanical Code or 

the Mechanical Code shall mean the Oregon 

Mechanical Specialty Code as adopted by OAR 918-

440-0010. 

References to the International Plumbing Code or the 

Plumbing Code shall mean the Oregon Plumbing 

Specialty Code as adopted by OAR 918-750-0110. 

(Remainder of R102.4 is unchanged) 

SECTION R104 
DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE BUILDING 

OFFICIAL 

 Section R104.1 is replaced with the following: 

R104.1 General. Consistent with the discretionary 

decision making powers granted to building officials, a 

certified building official may take any action, including 

but not limited to, waiving a requirement of this code, 

modifying a requirement of this code and/or accepting 

an alternate method to a requirement in this code for 

residential type structures 400 square feet or less. When 

waiving or accepting a modification to this code, a 

building official shall not allow a provision that would 

create an imminent threat to public health or safety, and 

may not enforce requirements that are in addition to this 

code when built under this code by the permit applicant. 

 The following is added after Section R104.10.1: 

R104.10.2 (Modifications) Subsequent placement. 

Modifications granted by the municipality of record 

shall not be binding upon a receiving municipality. The 

applicant must include any such modifications with the 

construction documents when applying to the receiving 

municipality for review. 

SECTION R106 
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS 

 Section R106.2 is replaced with the following: 

R106.2 Site plan or plot plan. The construction 

documents submitted with the application for permit 

shall be accompanied by a site plan showing the size 

and location of new construction and existing structures 

on the site and distances from lot lines. The building 

official is authorized to waive or modify the 

requirements for a site plan where the application for 

permit is for alteration or repair or where otherwise 

warranted. 

Exception: Site plans for Group R-5 tiny houses or 

park model type recreational structures are only 
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required at the time of application for placement in a 

municipality. 

SECTION R107 
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES AND USES 

 Section R107.3 is replaced with the following: 

R107.3 Temporary power. Temporary power for tiny 

houses built to this code is allowed. Tiny houses 

intended for temporary use, temporary “Recreation 

Vehicle” type electrical connections (cord and plug) 

complying with Article 551 of the Electrical Code are 

permissible when temporary uses are allowed by the 

building official. 

R107.3.1 Temporary plumbing connections. Tiny 

houses intended for temporary use may utilize 

plumbing systems, fixtures, methods and materials 

listed for recreational vehicle-use when temporary 

uses are allowed by the building official. 

SECTION R119 
TINY HOUSE OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION 

 Section R119 is replaced with the following: 

R119.1 Occupancy classification. Occupancy 

classifications shall be determined by the building 

official as requested by the applicant in accordance with 

Section R119.1.1 or R119.1.2, and may be converted in 

accordance with Section R110.2. 

R119.1.1 Group R-3 permanent one-family 

dwellings. Permit applicants seeking a Group R-3 

occupancy classification under this code must include 

in their permit application submittal to the local 

municipality adequate information demonstrating how 

the structure meets minimum requirements of this 

code, including how it will be permanently anchored 

to the ground to meet minimum standards for resisting 

seismic and wind forces such as, construction details, 

calculations and other information necessary to make 

a determination. 

Where the frame of the chassis is a structural 

component of the floor system, the applicant must 

include adequate information demonstrating that the 

minimum floor loads are met and that the frame is 

capable of providing the necessary support to carry 

the load of the structure including connections. No 

temporary type cord and hose connections as allowed 

in R107.3 and R107.3.1 are allowed for a Group R-3 

occupancy under this code. 

R119.1.2 Group R-5 wheeled residential 

structures, 400 sq. ft. or less. (May be referred to as 

a Park Model, Tiny House, or Tiny House on Wheels) 

Permit applicants seeking a Group R-5 occupancy 

classification must include in their permit application 

submittal to the local municipality adequate 

information demonstrating how the structure meets 

this code. 

Where the frame of the chassis is a structural 

component of the floor system, the building official is 

not required to review this equipment for approval as 

a Group R-5 structure. 

Group R-5 structures are structures on wheels 

approved by the building official under this code. A 

Group R-5 structure must be built on a chassis with 

cord and hose utility connections in accordance with 

R107.3 and R107.3.2. A Group R-5 structure is 

limited to temporary living quarters for seasonal or 

emergency use or as allowed by the building official. 

The duration of stay may be determined by local 

ordinance or local administrative rule. 

Exception: Group R-5 structures located in 

approved recreational vehicle, manufactured 

housing, or transitional housing parks may not be 

subject to limitation on use and period of stay, 

unless addressed through land use and planning by 

the local municipality. See Oregon Revised Statute 

(ORS) 197.493. 

R119.2 Occupancy classification conversion. Group 

R-5 wheeled residential structures constructed in 

accordance with this code may be converted to a Group 

R-3 permanent one-family dwelling provided that upon 

application to the local municipality for a change of 

occupancy, the applicant provides adequate information 

demonstrating how the structure will meet the minimum 

requirements for connection of electrical and plumbing 

systems and be permanently anchored to the ground to 

meet minimum requirements for resisting seismic and 

wind forces such as, construction details, design 

drawings, calculations and other information necessary, 

including how the chassis and floor system is anchored 

to the proposed foundation system, and any products or 

equipment that may not meet the minimum 

requirements of the 2018 International Residential Code  

including Appendix Q. 

R119.2.1 Applicant responsibility. Applicants must 

keep all permit, inspection, certificate of occupancy 

and certificate of completion records for the life of the 

structure. Such records shall be presented to the 

building official upon request. The building official is 
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authorized to require any inspection necessary to 

assist in the conversion of a Group R-5 to a Group R-

3 occupancy classification. The applicant must meet 

all Construction Contractor’s Board, Building Codes 

Division, and local licensing requirements.  

R119.2.2 Building Official Right of Refusal. A 

building official may refuse to accept a request for 

occupancy classification, conversion, alteration or 

installation where permit, inspection, certificate of 

occupancy and certificate of completion records 

and/or other documentation fail to clearly demonstrate 

that all applicable laws have been followed or when 

the local municipality has opted out of the this code 

pursuant to R101.4.  

SECTION R120 
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION / UNIT 

IDENTIFICATION 

 The following section is added: 

R120.1 Certificate of completion issued. Where tiny 

houses are constructed off-site, the applicant may 

request a “Certificate of Completion.” After the building 

official inspects the tiny house and does not find 

violations of the provisions of this code, the building 

official shall, at the applicant's request, issue a 

certificate of completion containing the following: 

1. The building permit number. 

2. The name and address of the owner or the owner’s 

authorized agent. 

3. A description of that portion of the structure for 

which the certificate is issued. 

4. A statement that the described portion of the 

structure has been inspected for compliance with 

the requirements of this code. 

5. The name of the building official. 

6. The edition of this code under which the permit 

was issued. 

7. If an automatic sprinkler system is provided and 

whether the sprinkler system is required. 

8. Unit identification serial number. 

9. Any special stipulations and conditions of the 

building permit. 

R120.2 Revocation. The building official is authorized 

to, in writing, suspend or revoke a certificate of 

completion issued under the provisions of this code 

wherever the certificate is issued in error, or on the basis 

of incorrect information supplied, or where it is 

determined that the tiny house or portion thereof is in 

violation of any of the provisions of this code. 

R120.3 Unit Identification. Each tiny house shall have 

a specific identification serial number to assure 

continuity of regulation. The identification number shall 

be embossed on the chassis or other readily accessible 

permanent component of the tiny home. 

R120.2.1 Summary Label Information. Each tiny 

house shall be provided with a summary label. The 

summary label shall be provided by the builder and 

shall include the following information:  

1. Unit Identification Serial Number. 

2. The year the tiny home was constructed. 

3. Builder/manufacturer. 

4. Jurisdiction providing approval. 

5. Any special stipulations and conditions of the 

building approval. 

R120.2.2 Summary Label - Physical Requirements. 
All summary labels must:  

1. Be imprinted, not handwritten. 

2. Be permanently affixed to the inside of the 

electrical panel door or other location adjacent 

to the electrical panel. 

 

Chapter 11 of the 2018 IRC is deleted in its entirety and replaced with Chapter 11 of the 2017 ORSC 

modified by the following: 

N1107.2 High-efficacy lamps. All permanently 

installed lighting fixtures shall contain high-efficacy 

LED lamps. Screw-in compact fluorescent and LED 

lamps comply with this requirement.  

The building official shall be notified in writing at 

the final inspection that the permanently installed 

lighting fixtures have met this requirement. 

Exception: Two permanently installed lighting 

fixtures are not required to have high-efficacy lamps. 

N1107.3 High-efficacy exterior lighting. All exterior 

lighting fixtures affixed to the exterior of the building 

shall contain high-efficacy LED lamps. 

Exception: Two permanently installed lighting 

fixtures are not required to have high-efficacy lamps. 
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