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Waste Management in Benton County
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Talking about trash is not an appealing
subject, but we may be faced with an
uptick in difficult conversations about
waste management in the coming
months and years. Drastic changes in the
international recycling markets have been
announced in the past six months.
China notified the World Trade
Organization in July that it plans to
ban the import of 24 varieties of solid
waste and recyclables, including some
types of plastics, unsorted paper, and
metals commonly sold by U.S. recyclers.
Additionally, China has announced a
new and exceedingly stringent recyclable
contamination standard of 0.3 percent.
Many people may be surprised to learn
that wastes and recyclable materials are
the sixth largest U.S. export to China.
U.S. recyclers, particularly on the
West Coast, have relied on demand
from the Chinese market to sustain their
operations. It’s often much cheaper to
ship recyclable materials from the U.S. to
China, than to domestically transport the
same materials a fraction of the distance
by road or rail. China is the main market
for Oregon’s recyclable mixed paper and
plastic.
“We can do better. In fact, we must
do better. The Coffin Butte landfill has
a 35 year lifespan, but that may become
drastically shorter based on recent news
about international market changes,”
said County Commissioner Xan Augerot.
“China’s ban on recyclables presents
an opportunity and necessity to review
and improve our curbside recycling
programs.”
“The Board of Commissioners will be
working with our partners in the waste
management industry, our Solid Waste
Advisory Committee and other local
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communities to ensure our recycling
programs and landfill survive these
challenges.”
The recyclable materials that cannot
be exported to China will overwhelm
the ability of existing recycling programs
and infrastructure to process them. Our
recycling systems have been designed
to produce mixed paper and plastic for

China’s markets, and it will take time to restructure those systems to meet the new
standards or find new markets if China
further limits or stops accepting our
materials.
In the short term, these market
changes may force waste management
companies to dispose of some recycling
while they continue to seek long term

Visit Us Online! www.co.benton.or.us

market solutions. Oregon’s Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) is working
closely with local governments, collectors,
recycling processors and industry
representatives. They’re working towards
short term solutions to problems caused
by China’s abrupt actions and planning
longer term changes to update our
Continued on page 3...
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Kerby begins as Benton
County Administrator
Joe
Kerby,
Benton
County
Administrator, is a 3rd generation
public servant. Before he decided
to uphold his family’s tradition, Joe
Kerby’s first job was picking up golf
balls.
“I worked at about 10:30pm to until
1 or 2 in the morning. Back in those
days, you had to walk around and use
a golf ball retriever—basically a tube
that sucked up the balls—but I had
to do it at nighttime so I wouldn’t get
hit!” laughs Kerby.
By his junior year in high school,
Kerby got a job as a program
coordinator for the City of Colorado
Springs’ Parks and Recreation
Department. As a high school student,
Kerby worked part-time during the
school year and full-time during the
holiday breaks and summer. He was
going to be partly responsible for
putting himself through college, so
he dedicated most of his free time to
working and saving money.
As
program
coordinator,
he
managed after-school programs and
other youth-oriented activities, but
he shined working in senior centers
and developing programming for the
elderly. In anticipation of continuing
his work with older communities, he
studied Sociology and specialized in
gerontology in college.
“When I got out of college, the
city was supposed to have a fulltime position for me. But that was
in 1985 when the economy went
down the tubes. Unfortunately, they
were eliminating positions instead of
creating them,” said Kerby.
He applied for a position with the
city’s Utilities department. For the
next three years, he was in residential
and commercial collection and was
responsible for securing payments
on accounts that were overdue. After
working in a variety of roles within
the department for several years,
he applied for a senior manager
position. He achieved that goal and

was a highly successful manager, but
he became increasingly dissatisfied
with the significant growth of the
urban community.
“I didn’t want to pursue that
lifestyle—I wanted to raise my kids in
smaller communities,” said Kerby. “By
then, I had worked in parks, housing,
utilities, electric, water, natural gas,
waste water—you name it. I was
exposed to all the infrastructural
needs of cities, plus all the positions
I had held made me well-rounded. I
wanted my kids to have the experience
of living in a smaller community, and I
felt I could have a positive impact and
influence in a smaller community.”
Joe Kerby left his urban lifestyle
and hasn’t looked back since. He has
worked in communities as small as
3,000 residents and governments
with as few as 50 employees, but in
the last 10 years he has found that
his “sweet spot” are in counties with
populations about the size of Benton
County.
His past experience includes
serving as the County Manager in La
Plata County, Colorado (2012-2017);
the City Manager for the City of Delta,
Colorado (2010-2012); the Deputy
County Manager in Douglas County,
Colorado (2009-2010); and, the
County Manager in Montrose County,
Colorado (2006-2009).
Across the wide variety of cities
and counties where he served as the
manager or administrator, he finds
that most communities have similar
challenges, like funding, but mostly
each community is different.
“Since I began in mid-August, I am
increasingly more excited about the
community and the opportunities
before the organization. The quality
of life here compared to many places
around the country makes Benton
County a very attractive place to live
and work.
“Plus, the organization has a huge
opportunity with the upcoming

Joe Kerby, Benton County Administrator

criminal justice system assessment

are strong leaders that work well

to really make a difference in our

together. In my experience, that

community and in the lives of

synergy creates fertile ground for

inmates. The Board of Commissioners

growth in the community.”

Like us on Facebook! facebook.com/BentonCoGov
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Benton County to
conduct criminal
justice system
assessment

“Our county has tried funding a
new jail four times in 30 years and
we’ve heard the message from our
communities clearly. It’s time to try
a different tack,” said Commissioner
Xan Augerot. “We want to conduct a
systems assessment of our criminal
justice system from the first encounter
to the point where someone is reintegrated into the community.
In early 2017, Benton County posted
a Justice System Master Plan Request
for Qualifications. Five firms expressed
interest, three firms were invited to
submit proposals and two firms came
on-site in September 2017 to make
presentations to the proposal selection
committee and meet one-on-one with
the County Commissioners.
Continued on page 4...
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On Tuesday, October 17, 2017,
the Benton County Board of
Commissioners voted (3-0) to direct Joe
Kerby, Benton County Administrator,
to negotiate the project scope and cost
with CGL.
CGL is an award-winning consulting
firm
that
develops
meaningful
solutions for criminal justice systems
CGL’s proposal for Benton County’s
criminal justice system takes a
four phase approach including
documenting
current
system
conditions,
conducting
needs
assessment, developing solutions and
submitting a final report.
Specific project scope details
including roles and responsibilities,
work plan tasks, major milestones and
intensive community engagement
components will be developed during
the upcoming negotiations.
The year-long assessment will occur
during 2018.

Natural Areas and
Parks Department
collaborates With
AFRANA

The Alliance for Recreation and
Natural Areas (AFRANA) works to
facilitate
community-supported
projects to enhance recreation and
connect people to their natural and
cultural heritage. AFRANA was an
important partner for hosting the

VOLUME 9, ISSUE 4

Commemorative Fort Hoskins Open
House that celebrated the 160th
anniversary of the Fort and the five
year anniversary of the return of the
Commanders House. AFRANA also
hosted a family-friendly, educational
Disc-golf event at Adair County Park
in early September, a weed pull at
Bellfountain Park in May and facilitated
the formation of the South Benton
County Recreation Alliance.
“Working with AFRANA is a great
partnership for the county,” said
Laurie Starha, director of Natural
Areas and Parks department. “Our
recent collaborations—especially the
commemorative Fort Hoskins open
house—have improved the educational
and recreational experiences in the
county’s natural areas and park lands
for our residents and visitors.”

Benton County and
City of Corvallis
collaborate on phone
system replacement

This spring, the Benton County
Information Technology department
and the city of Corvallis Information
Technology department will
collaborate to purchase a new phone
system to replace the aging phone
system jointly owned by Benton
County and Corvallis. The primary
goals of this project are to analyze
current and future County and City
telecommunication needs, expand
functionality as required, stabilize the
telecommunications service, reduce
support and maintenance costs,
and allow for mutual survivability of
the phone system in the event of a
disruptive event.

State Transportation
Bill impacts county

The Oregon Legislature passed
a $5.3 billion plan to modernize
Oregon’s transportation and public
transit systems over the next decade.
Benton County Public Works has
begun planning to determine how the
additional revenue coming into the

county will be allocated.
The additional revenue is estimated
to provide the county with a 25%
increase in funds. Benton County
currently receives roughly $4.5 million
annually and the recently passed
transportation bill is projected to add
over $1 million in the first year and
increase over the next 10 years.
Initially, county staff will establish
bi-weekly internal meetings to discuss
uses for the extra funds. Public meetings
will likely be held in December 2017
and January 2018, and the public will
be invited to provide comments and
feedback about proposed options and
recommendations.
Potential projects that may be
considered for funding include:
• Additional bike lanes
• Additional bridge work
(maintenance and/or
replacements)
• Additional chip seals
• Additional facilities
• Additional maintenance
(Ditching, Mowing, Spraying,
Grading, Limbing)
• Additional staff
• Consultant designs or studies
• County-funded
dust control program
• Grant matches
• Improved spray program
• New vehicles or equipment or
tools
• Overlays
• Paving gravel roads
• Safety Improvement Fund
“This new state funding is a
guaranteed, permanent stream of
revenue that will provide the potential
to have less risk in closing bridges, or see
conditions of roads further deteriorate.
We are excited to involve the public
in assisting where best to use these
additional funds for the future,” said
Josh Wheeler, Public Works Director.
Over time, county staff hopes the
new transportation revenue will help
keep roads open, make roads safer,
and reduce accidents to a Vision Zero
statistic.
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Provide feedback on
county’s 2040 vision

The Benton County 2040 Thriving
Communities Council is reaching out to
all our communities to obtain feedback
on the newly-identified Core Values.
Over the past year, we received about
9,000 comments from more than 3,400
people. From this input, the council
identified five Core Values based on
Health & Equity for all. Benton County
government is committed to align
community services and activities with
the Core Values to address the dynamic
challenges and opportunities.
Visit www.Benton2040.org to review
the Core Values and take an online
survey to provide your feedback!
Survey closes on Friday, November 24.

Health Navigation
partnership with
Lincoln, Garfield and
Linus-Pauling ParentTeacher Associations

The
Benton
County
Health
Navigators working on-site at Lincoln,
Garfield and Linus-Pauling schools are
bilingual and bicultural individuals that
provide health services and advocacy
to schools, parents and families, and
Parent Teacher Associations (PTA).
They connect parents and families to
primary care, oral health specialists,
behavioral health specialists, and wellbeing programming and events.
The Navigators serve in another
essential role by breaking down
communication barriers between the
schools and Latino families through
activities like assistance with online
school systems, coordinating and
relaying information about school
events, and providing support to the
PTAs.
At Garfield Elementary School, 47%
of the student population identifies
as Latino and over nine languages are
spoken in the school. In partnership
with the county Health Navigators, the
Garfield Parent Teacher Association
conducts bilingual meetings and
events. Each month, the primary
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Erica lusictanica (Spanish Heath). Photo credit:
Forest & Kim Starr via Wikimedia Commons

Polygonum cuspidatum (Knotweed). Photo
credit: Jan Samanek via Wikimedia Commons

Brachypodium sylvaticum (False Broam).

Centaurea stoebe (Spotted Knapweed). Photo
credit: Kristian Peters via Wikimedia Commons.
spoken language at the meeting
alternates between English and
Spanish. Simultaneous interpretation
is provided to ensure equitable access
to this PTA.
The
meaningful
partnership
established between the county and the
Parent Teacher Association at Garfield
Elementary School resulted in the
National Parent Teacher Association
2017 Jan Harp Domene Award, which
recognizes boards that have promoted
diversity and inclusion.

Public Works partners
with Benton Soil and
Water Conservation
District for weed
training

Benton Soil and Water Conservation
District and Public Works have a
long standing partnership to address
natural resource issues in Benton
County. Recently, the shift has been
towards management, identification

Carduus pycnocephalus (Italian Thistle). Photo
credit: Franz Xaver via Wikimedia Commons

and assistance with noxious weeds,
and threatened and endangered plants.
The Road Department receives
education
from
a
BSWCD
representative during monthly “Weed
of the Month” meetings where they
share with the crew what weeds are in
season and what Benton County Roads
crew should look for. Members of the
Roads Division work all over Benton
County and this makes them especially
effective in early detection of and rapid
response to noxious weeds. In 2016,

Follow COLLABORATIONS
us on Twitter! twitter.com/BentonCoGov
THAT COUNT

BSWCD presented 5 species (shown
above) to the BCPW Roads crew to
increase their familiarity with invasive
species identification, mode of spread,
suitable habitats, control methods, and
best management practices to reduce
spread.
County landowners interested in
learning more about invasive species
should visit the BSWCD website and
review their “weed profiles” (https://
w w w. b e n t o n s w c d . o r g / p r o g ra m s /
invasive-species/weed-profiles/ ).
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Health Department
awarded National
Accreditation through
the Public Health
Accreditation Board

multi-faceted,
peer-reviewed
assessment process to ensure it meets
or exceeds a set of quality standards
and measures.
“By continuing to improve our
services and performance, we can be
sure we are monitoring, protecting
and meeting our communities’ health
needs as effectively as possible,” Fautin
said.
Benton County joins eleven other
accredited health departments in
Oregon, including Linn County and
Oregon Health Authority Public Health
Division.
Learn more about public health
in Benton County at co.benton.or.us/
health/page/public-health or youtu.
be/t-32yZncrks.

Benton County Health Department
achieved
national
accreditation
through the Public Health Accreditation
Board (PHAB) in September. The
Benton County Health Department
is among the first 200 local, state
and tribal health departments to be
accredited out of roughly 4,000 total
departments in the United States.
The national accreditation program,
jointly supported by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation,
works to improve and protect the
health of the public by setting standards
against which governmental public
health departments can continuously
improve the quality of their services
and performance.
“We are excited to be recognized
for achieving national standards
that prioritize continuous quality
improvement,” said Charlie Fautin,
Deputy Director of the Benton County
Health Department and Public Health
Division Manager. “The accreditation
process helps to ensure that the
programs and services we provide are
as responsive as possible to the needs
of our community. We have worked
tirelessly over the past six years to
achieve this national recognition.”
To receive accreditation, a health
department must undergo a rigorous,
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amount of $70,000 to expand substance
abuse services. The additional funding
will support expansion of both mental
health and addiction services and
provide the ability to serve 50 more
patients in the High Complexity
program and 25 more patients in the
MAT program.

Total Solar Eclipse
outreach highlighted
at ELGL conference

Lili’a Uili Neville, Benton County
Public Information Officer, joined
by Patrick Rollens, City of Corvallis
Public Information Officer, and Nick
Snead, City of Madras Community
Development Director, presented
at the Engaging Local Government
Leaders conference in Portland on

September 21, 2017 to discuss local
Total Solar Eclipse public information
efforts, successes and challenges.
Neville and Rollens gave an overview
of Benton County and City of Corvallis
governments’
planning
process,
highlighting the collaborative outreach
and engagement campaign. Campaign
efforts centered on an online
information portal at co.benton.or.us/
midvalleyeclipse and a multi-lingual
public safety brochure.

Benton County
Sheriff’s Office
Captain Graduates
FBI Academy

On September 15, 2017, Captain
Rogers completed a ten-week training

Community Health
Centers of Linn and
Benton Counties
receive grant to
expand substance
abuse services

Oregon, like the rest of the nation has
experienced a significant increase in
opioid use. The death rate attributable
to drug overdose has doubled in
the last few years. In late 2015, the
Community Health Center started a
High Complexity program designed
to serve individuals with high mental
health and high medical complexity.
The team currently serves 100 high
complexity patients. In the last year
medically assisted treatment (MAT)
for opioid addiction was added. In
collaboration with the substance abuse
staff the team is currently serving 20
patients on MAT.
The Community Health Centers of
Linn and Benton Counties recently
received a Health Resources and
Services Administration grant in the

Visit Community
Like us on
Health
Facebook!
Centers
facebook.com/BentonCoGov
online! bentonlinnhealthcenters.org
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Apply now for upcoming
advisory board and committees
Participation on county boards and
commissions involves residents directly
in local government in an impactful way
and provides the Board of Commissioners
with timely input on important issues.
Benton County has 24 advisory boards,
commissions, and committees and
seeks enthusiastic and diverse members
interested in becoming more involved with

their local community on a variety of issues.
Any individuals interested in serving
on a county advisory board, commission,
or committee can review the vacancies
table and contact Teresa Farley at 541-7666890 or teresa.farley@co.benton.or.us or
visit https://www.co.benton.or.us/boc/page/
committee-vacancies for more information
and to apply.

Committees
Bicycle Advisory Committee
• Advise the Commissioners on Public Works issues
regarding bicycle transportation.
Disposal Site / Solid Waste Advisory Committees
• Assist the Commissioners in the planning and implementation of disposal site management; and
• Review franchise agreements, refuse rate index
proposals, and annual reports from the landfill and the
waste haulers.
Fair Board
• Manages the Fairgrounds; supervises the Fairgrounds
Manager; and oversees the Fair and Rodeo.
Food Service Advisory Committee
• Make recommendations to the local public health authority regarding the administration and enforcement
by the local authority of powers, duties and functions.

Captain Don Rogers, Benton County Sheriff ’s Office
session at the FBI National Academy
in Quantico, Virginia. Captain Rogers
began his career with the Benton
County Sheriff’s Office in 1997 as
a reserve deputy, and the office
subsequently hired him full-time in
1999. Over the years, he has led the
Sheriff’s detective team, the firearms
training program, conducted internal
investigations and currently manages
the Law Enforcement Division.
During the ten weeks of training,
executive level law enforcement
officers spend most of their time
in the classroom. Captain Rogers
took classes in Law Enforcement
Management,
Leading
At-Risk
Employees, Constitutional Law, Media
Management, and an Overview of

Forensic Science. The program allows
participants the opportunity to earn
college credits through the University
of Virginia for some of those studies. In
addition to the classroom work, they
have physical training courses and
activities.
“We are very proud of Captain Rogers
on his completion of the FBI National
Academy,” said Benton County Sheriff
Scott Jackson. “Only a very select few
get the opportunity to attend; his
acceptance only demonstrates the
caliber of a law enforcement officer and
leader he is. The training and Academy
experience will be incredibly valuable
to Captain Rogers, the Sheriff’s Office,
and the community.”

Mental Health, Addictions and Developmental
Disabilities Advisory Committee
• Provide recommendations and feedback to Commissioners and staff on community concerns, needs,
and priorities related to mental health, addiction, and
developmental diversity services; assist the county
with planning, reviewing and evaluating services; and
educate the community.
Natural Areas & Parks Board
• Advise and assist Commissioners on issues related
to management and acquisition of parks and natural
areas; and advise the Parks Director.

Vacancies

Term Length

1 County resident

3 years. 2 term
limit.

1 Adair Village
resident
3 years
1 City of Monroe
resident
2 County residents

3 years. 2 term
limit.

1 Industry member
2 General Public
members
6 vacancies open
to consumers,
members of law
enforcement,
Medical Practitioners, or Student/
Staff of public
schools or universities.

3 years. 2 term
limit.

3 years. 2 term
limit.

1 County resident
1 High School
Student

3 years. 2 term
limit.

Library Board
• Advise on all matters pertaining to the operation,
expansion, and level of service provided by the library.

1 County resident

3 years

Planning Commission
• Conduct public hearings and make land use decisions
• Make recommendations to the Board of Commissioners regarding zoning regulations and Comprehensive
Plan policies.
• Provide a forum for public involvement in land use
planning

2 County residents

4 years. 2 term
limit.

South Benton Citizen Advisory Committee
• Involved in land-use planning process relating to the
area.
• Encourage and obtain resident input and convey to
Board of Commissioners and County Planning Commission
• Assist County in informing residents regarding the
technical and legal aspects of land-use planning

1 South Benton
County resident

3 years

Follow us on Twitter! twitter.com/BentonCoGov
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Be Prepared: Seasonal ﬂooding in Benton County
A combination of conditions creates
seasonal flooding in Benton County.
Flooding occurs when climate, weather
patterns, geology and/or hydrology
combine to create conditions where
river and stream waters flow outside
of their main channel and over spill
the banks. When necessary, emergency
road notifications will be posted on
the county’s website at co.benton.or.us/
publicworks/page/emergency-roadnotifications.
Floods are the nation’s most common
and costly natural disaster and cause
millions of dollars in damage every
year. The damage from just one inch
of water can cost more than $20,000.
Floods can happen anywhere—more
than 20 percent of flood claims come
from properties outside the high risk
flood zone.
The county is typically impacted by
riverine and urban flooding. Riverine
flooding is the overbank flooding of
rivers and streams, and urban flooding
can result from the conversion of land
from fields or wooded areas to parking
lots and roads.
Property owners can find sand bags
and sand available at Benton County
Public Works, 360 SW Avery Ave.;
Benton County Fairgrounds (near the
bike path/southwest parking lot), 110
SW 53rd ST; and, Adair County Park,
7295 NE Arnold Avenue. Individuals
will need to bring a shovel.
Standard property insurance does

not cover flood damage, so all eligible
Benton County property owners are
encouraged to consider purchasing
flood insurance. If you don’t have flood
insurance yet, you will automatically
receive a 20% discount if your Benton
County property is in a mapped
floodplain or a 10% discount if your
property is outside the floodplain.

Tips to protect yourself
and your property
• Know ﬂood warning signals.
• Keep debris and trash out of streams,
ditches and culverts.
• Buy ﬂood insurance early. Usually
there is a 30-day waiting period on new
flood insurance policies.
• Designate a place where your family
can rendezvous in case you cannot
access your family property.
• Check your route using TripCheck.
com before you depart for your
destination.
• Avoid driving through water on the
road. A car can be carried away by less
than two feet of water.
• Sign up for the Linn-Benton Alert
notification system at co.benton.or.us/
sheriff/page/emergency-alert.

Stay Connected with Benton County
Sign up at www.goo.gl/eab4Kt to stay connected with Benton County’s
latest announcements and events.

¿Quiere este boletín en español?
El condado de Benton quiere asegurarse que noticia llegar a todas nuestras
comunidades. Visita www.goo.gl/5t7p69 para leer artículos en español.
Stay Connected with Benton County - Sign
up at
to stay connected with Benton County’s latest announcements and events.
Like
uswww.goo.gl/eab4Kt
on Facebook! facebook.com/BentonCoGov

