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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

FOR THE STATE OF OREGON, FOR THE COUNTY OF BENTON 

 

 

In the Matter of Clarifying ) 

the Declaration of a State of Emergency ) ORDER No. D2020-072 

and Declaring Emergency Measures ) 

 

WHEREAS, ORS 401.305 provides authority for Benton County to act as an emergency 

management agency, including authority to establish policies and protocols for defining and 

directing responsibilities during time of emergency; and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the Benton County Board of Commissioners declared a 

local state of emergency and declared emergency measures in Order No. D2020-042; and 

 

WHEREAS, on June 16, 2020, the Benton County Board of Commissioners extended its 

declaration through midnight, October 31, 2020 in Order No. D2020-054; and 

 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 illness threat continues to exist and the county now has 

access to a greater and more accurate information database about the illness; and 

 

WHEREAS, scientifically-based evidence demonstrates that use of protective masks or 

cloth face-coverings, regular hand washing, use of effective hand sanitizers, limitations on social 

gatherings and observance of physical distancing all reduce the risk of spreading and contracting 

COVID-19; and 

 

WHEREAS, Governor Kate Brown has mandated use of masks or cloth face coverings, 

limitations on social gatherings and physical distancing standards. Those mandates continue to 

be revised and updated to reflect the growing body of scientifically-based evidence and the 

spread or abatement of the disease in Oregon; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Benton County Board of Commissioners strongly urges and encourages 

citizens and residents of Benton County, as well as visitors and workers to adhere to the 

Governor’s preventative measures.  In addition, although Benton County is currently in Phase 2 

of the State’s reopening protocol, the Benton County Board of Commissioners urge and 

encourage the limitation of outdoor social get-togethers to no more than 10 persons; and  

 

WHEREAS, in the event the Governor adds new mandates to slow or halt the spread of 

COVID-19, the Benton County Board of Commissioners strongly urge and encourage 

compliance with such measures; and 

 

WHEREAS, the conditions stated in the original declaration continue to exist and the 

Board of Commissioners desires to extend its declaration. 

 

  



2 – ORDER CLARIFYING LOCAL STATE OF EMERGENCY, September 8, 2020 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

 

1. Benton County formally reaffirms the declaration of a state of emergency for Benton 

County, declared in Order No. D2020-042, and its extension in Order No. D2020-054 through 

midnight, October 31, 2020. 

 

2. This order incorporates by reference Order Nos. D2020-042 and D2020-054. 

 

3. This order urges and encourages residents, citizens, visitors and workers within the 

county to abide by the Governor’s mandates relating to face coverings, hand sanitizing and 

washing, physical distancing and social gatherings. 

 

4. This order further urges and encourages residents, citizens, visitors and workers within 

Benton County to limit outdoor social get-togethers to no more than 10 persons. 

 

Adopted this 8th day of September, 2020. 

 

Signed this 8th day of September, 2020. 

 

BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Pat Malone, Chair 

 

_______________________________ 

Xanthippe Augerot, Commissioner 

 

_______________________________ 

Annabelle Jaramillo, Commissioner 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

_____________________________ 

Vance M. Croney, County Counsel 


