
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR THE STATE OF OREGON, FOR THE COUNTY OF BENTON 

 

In the Matter of Recognizing OSU Extension ) 
4-H for their Volunteerism During the 2020  ) Proclamation #P2020-018 
Oregon Wildfire Response    ) 

During the early 20th century, the Oregon Agricultural College (AOC) became part of the 
fabric of rural Oregon with generations of kids growing up in 4-H.  Today, Oregon State 
University (OSU) Extension 4-H offers training in youth leadership.  Thousands of trained OSU 
Extension volunteers give time to their communities to create public gardens, advise woodland 
managers, and clean up neighborhood streams.  OSU Extension faculty across the state offer 
research-based expertise in health and nutrition, children and families, forestry, agriculture, 
marine science, and community development.  From the beginning, OSU Extension’s focus was 
more than agriculture.  It was service to the whole family, in the whole community, across the 
whole state. 

Benton County has enjoyed a long-term beneficial relationship with OSU Extension.  
When Benton County was called upon to respond to the devastating Oregon wildfires in 
September 2020, the answer from OSU Extension was immediate.  Carolyn Ashton, 4-H Faculty, 
supported by 4-H volunteers Juli McLennan, Bruce Ashenbrenner, and Jack Hurley, organized 
over 60 OSU Extension 4-H members from 10 clubs to volunteer at the fairgrounds.  These 4-H 
members provided round the clock volunteer support to care for approximately 200 evacuated 
animals, including horses, goats, pigs, sheep, cattle, and rabbits.  4-H volunteers worked 
tirelessly with Benton County Rodeo Committee members to feed and water livestock, and clean 
pens, in addition to providing much needed sympathy and attention to traumatized animals.  
Through Extension, OSU veterinarians were brought on-site daily to examine and support 
livestock health.   

Now, THEREFORE, we the Benton County Board of Commissioners do hereby thank 
OSU Extension 4-H adult leaders and youth members who volunteered during the September 
2020 Oregon wildfire emergency response, and call upon the Benton County community to join 
in the recognition of these public-spirited volunteers.  

Adopted this 27th day of October, 2020.  

Signed this 27th day of October, 2020.  

BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
     _____________________________________ 
     Pat Malone, Chair 
 
     _____________________________________ 
     Xanthippe Augerot, Commissioner 
 
     _____________________________________ 
     Annabelle Jaramillo, Commissioner 
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