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BENTON COUNTY – AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT 

NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 
Issue Date: February 18, 2022 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1.   ANNOUNCEMENT AND SPECIAL INFORMATION 
 
On behalf of the Benton County Board of Commissioners (BOC), the Benton County Financial Services 
Department is seeking applications from community organizations, non-profits, and governmental 
organizations to help support the pandemic response needs and rebuild a stronger, more equitable economy 
as the nation, state, county, and local communities continue to recover from the impacts of COVID-19.   
 
Applicants are required to read, understand, and comply with all information contained within this Notice of 
Funding Opportunity (“NOFO”).  All Proposals are binding upon the Applicants for sixty (60) days from the 
Proposal Due Date/Time. 
 
Applications are to be submitted online no later than 5PM PST on March 11, 2022.  The online application 
can be accessed by contacting Jenn Ambuehl from the Benton County Financial Services Department 
at jenn.ambuehl@co.benton.or.us.  She can also be reached at (541) 766-6257.  
 
Applicants may not communicate with County employees or representatives about the NOFO during the 
application process until the Benton County Financial Services Department has notified Applicants of the 
selected Proposals. Communication in violation of this restriction may result in rejection of an Application. 

 
 

2.   INTRODUCTION 
 

As established through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021, the U.S. Department of the Treasury 
has provided resources through the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery (CSLFR) Fund to allocate 
$350 billion in emergency funding for eligible state, local, territorial, and Tribal governments.   In May 2021, 
Benton County was notified it would receive a funding award of $18,074,454 through the CSLFR Fund. 
 
CSLRF funding provides eligible state, local, territorial, and Tribal governments with a substantial infusion of 
resources to meet pandemic response needs and rebuild a stronger, more equitable economy as the country 
recovers. Within the categories of eligible uses, recipients have broad flexibility to decide how best to use this 
funding to meet the needs of their communities. Recipients may use CSLRF Funds to:  
 

• Support public health expenditures, by funding COVID-19 mitigation efforts, medical expenses, 
behavioral healthcare, and certain public health and safety staff;  

• Address negative economic impacts caused by the public health emergency, including economic 
harm to workers, households, small businesses, impacted industries, and the public sector; 

Funding Name: Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery (CSLFR) Funds 
Due Date/Time: March 11, 2022, 5:00pm 
Contact: Rick Crager, Chief Financial Officer at rick.crager@co.benton.or.us 

 Total Funding: $2,400,000 
Maximum Award: Any amount up to a maximum of $500,000 – Must be obligated within 12 months 

from grant execution  
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• Replace lost public sector revenue, using this funding to provide government services to the extent 
of the reduction in revenue experienced due to the pandemic; 

• Provide premium pay for essential workers, offering additional support to those who have borne and 
will bear the greatest health risks because of their service in critical infrastructure sectors; and, 

• Invest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure, making necessary investments to improve 
access to clean drinking water, support vital wastewater and storm water infrastructure, and to 
expand access to broadband internet 

 
More specific information on eligible and potential uses of funding can be found in the U.S. Treasury Final Rule 
under Section II. 
 
 
3.   FUNDING PLAN 
 
In allocating the $18.1 million of CSLFR Funds, the BOC has established a preliminary resource allocation 
plan that has identified $10.8 million of county projects (including administration).  Most of these projects are 
eligible under the provisions and calculation of lost public sector revenues and are guided by the strategic 
priorities identified in the Benton County 2021-23 Adopted Budget.    The county is currently working to 
finalize its estimate for these projects and will be working with the BOC for final approval.   
 
In terms of the remaining $7.3 million of CSLFR, the BOC intends to focus these resources through this Notice 
of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), to solicit additional proposals from governmental, community-based, and 
non-profit organizations.  This process will be administered through three separate funding rounds over the 
course of a three-year period.     
 
The amount of funding for the each round is subject to change, but based on current estimates, the first round 
will be approximately $2.4 million.   The application for the first cycle of funding is expected to be released 
February 18, 2022. 
 
Note: Applicants who are submitting proposals for capital projects are encouraged to submit their requests in the early 
rounds of funding opportunities.  Because CSLFR funds must be expended by June 30, 2024, capital projects may not have 
sufficient time to make funding commitments if they wait to Round 3 (Estimated January 2024) to apply.  
 
 
4.   GOAL 
 
In deciding how best to allocate the resources made available through this NOFO, the Benton County Board of 
Commissioners (BOC) will be applying the 2040 Thriving Community Initiative.  This initiative was created 
through extensive public engagement that reflect what the community of Benton County want to become over 
the next 20 years.    As result of this engagement, the public supported five community core values that were 
based on the principles of equity and health.  These include: 
 

1. Vibrant, Livable Communities: Vibrant, safe, and livable communities that promote creativity, 
forward thinking, a sense of place, and high quality of life 

2. Supportive People & Resources: Welcoming communities that actively build connections, 
personal interactions, & community resources that foster belonging 

3. High Quality Environment and Access: High environmental quality, conservation of natural 
resources, consideration of carrying capacity, and easy access to the outdoors 

4. Diverse Economy that Fits: A diverse economy that inspires and stimulates local business, 
entrepreneurship, innovation, and opportunities. 

5. Community Resiliency:  Communities and individuals are prepared to respond to and recover from 
natural and human caused disasters, threats, and changes. 

 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-01-27/pdf/2022-00292.pdf
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All NOFO applications must identify one or more of these five values and include programs, projects, and/or 
services focused on the following eligible uses of funding. 
 

• Programs, projects, or services that facilitate access to health and social services. 
• Programs, projects, or services that address housing insecurity, lack of affordable housing, or 

homelessness. 
• Programs, projects, or services that address or mitigate the impacts of the COVID-19 public health 

emergency on education or that promote healthy childhood environments. 
• Programs, projects, or services that support small businesses or non-profits with loans, grants, in-

kind assistance, or counseling programs to mitigate the negative economic impact of the pandemic 
such as declines in revenues or impacts of periods of business closure. 

• Programs, projects, or services that support small businesses or non-profits with technical 
assistance, counseling, or other services to assist with business planning needs. 

• Programs, projects, or services that speed the recovery of impacted industries, such as tourism, 
travel, and hospitality that were disproportionately impacted by the pandemic and business closures. 

• Programs, projects, or services that provide assistance to households to address the negative 
economic impacts of COVID-19. 

 
Applications with programs, projects, or services that have an equity focus to address or mitigate the negative 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic for household, businesses, or populations disproportionately impacted by 
the public health emergency, will be given a higher priority of receiving funds.  These include applications that 
specifically name one or more of the following within its proposed activities: 
 

• Explicitly name racial equity as a goal, with specific targets to produce results at scale. 
• Plan to engage historically underserved populations in prioritizing its activities. 
• Connect unemployed and low-wage workers with good jobs and careers. 
• Stabilize and grow businesses owned by people of color and immigrants. 
• Invest in frontline, COVID-impacted, and disinvested communities. 
• Strengthen civic infrastructure that builds the power and capacity of marginalized communities. 
• Prioritize a few deep, cross-sector, high-impact equity investments.   

 
 
5.   ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 
To be eligible to apply for funding, all entities must either be a governmental, community-based, or non-profit 
organization whose mission and service is focused on the residents and businesses of Benton County.  All 
applicants must meet the following requirements.  
 

Requirement #1: Funds must be used to respond to the public health emergency or its negative economic 
impacts and focus on one or more of the eligible use of funds identified in Section 4 above.  These specific 
uses are further governed under the Final Rule released by the U.S. Treasury on January 6, 2022, and 
summarized in the Overview of the Final Rule.  It is important to note that this NOFO focuses only 
on section of the Rule related to supporting the COVID-19 public health and economic crisis. 
 
Requirement #2: Applicants must have the organizational capacity to carry out their proposed activities 
and meet the record keeping and reporting requirements of Benton County. 

  

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-01-27/pdf/2022-00292.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Final-Rule-Overview.pdf
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Requirement #3: Contractor recipients will be required to obtain adequate insurance covering worker's 
compensation, bodily injury, property damage, or automobile liability, depending on the nature of the 
project. Contractors will be responsible for obtaining any necessary licenses, permits, and/or 
jurisdictional approvals, and for complying with applicable federal, state, and municipal laws, codes and 
regulations.  

 
Requirement #4: Funding must be obligated no later than twelve months from date of award, with all 
funds expended by June 30, 2024.   
 
Requirement #5: All recipients of funds will be required to enter into a grant agreement with Benton 
County that outlines the details of the proposed program, project, or services; anticipated timelines and 
outcomes; and reporting and compliance standards required by the U.S. Treasury including, where 
applicable, 2 CFR Part 200 – Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles for Federal Awards    
 

 
6.   EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 
As mentioned in Section 4, applications that have an equity focus identified in their activities and approach will be 
given a higher priority for funding.  All applications will be reviewed and evaluated for both its focus on equity, as 
well as meeting the criteria outlined in the table below.  Attachment A provides the Application Review Rubric that 
will be applied in the evaluation process.    

 
Proposal Justification: Proposal should clearly provide supporting data and/or 
information that demonstrates the need of what is being proposed, particularly related 
to addressing the public health emergency or its negative economic impacts. 

15 percent 

County Core Values and Priority Programs/Services: Proposal identifies how it 
aligns with 2040 Thriving Community Initiative and is within the priority programs 
and/or service identified. 

25 percent 

Community Impact: Proposal describes a clear and significant impact and has a 
specific and measurable evaluation plan.  In addition, proposal articulates how it will 
approach distribution of resources in a way that effectively addresses the area or 
community being served (i.e. rural, urban, city, regional, county etc.).  

25 percent 

Organizational Capacity: Applicant demonstrate high capacity and understanding on 
how to to successfully implement and oversee the proposal, as well as the ability to scale 
the proposed activities or outputs in a way that still effectively delivers the anticipated 
outcomes.   

15 percent 

Clarity/Quality of Proposal:  Proposal is clearly written and has a logical alignment 
between needs, goals, and activities.  

10 percent 

Budget: Budget is reasonable and consistent with the proposal and leverages other 
matching or in-kind services. 

10 percent 

 
 

 
 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200


Page  5 of 5 
 

7.   FUNDING CYCLE AND TIMELINE 
 

Applications Made Available February 18, 2022 
 

Application Due Date March 11, 2022 
5:00 pm (PST) 

Award Decisions and Notification (estimated) April 5, 2022 

Agreement Start Date (estimated) April 18, 2022 

Funds 100% Obligated (estimated) April 18, 2023 

Agreement End Date  June 30, 2024 
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Benton County 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Resources 

Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) 
 

Application Review Rubric 
 
 
Proposals that have a specific and well-articulated focus on equity will receive a high priority for funding.  These proposals must clearly 
demonstrate within their application how they will apply an equity focus and meet one or more of the following equity focus criteria: 
 

Equity Focus 
 
 

Proposal must focus on programs, projects, or services that address or mitigate the negative impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic for household, businesses, or populations disproportionately impacted by the public health emergency.  Only 
those proposals that include one or more of the following will receive priority: 
 

1. Explicitly name racial equity as a goal, with specific targets to produce results at scale. 
2. Plan to engage historically underserved populations in prioritizing its resources. 
3. Connect unemployed and low-wage workers with good jobs and careers. 
4. Stabilize and grow businesses owned by people of color and immigrants. 
5. Invest in frontline, COVID-impacted, and disinvested communities. 
6. Strengthen civic infrastructure that builds the power and capacity of marginalized communities. 
7. Prioritize a few deep, cross-sector, high-impact equity investments.   

 

The following scoring matrix will be used to evaluate each application to determine a ranking of proposals for funding considerations: 

SCORING MATRIX SCORE 7-10 4-6 0-3 
Proposal Justification 
(15% Weight) 

 Proposal provides specific and 
detailed needs, goals, and activities 
along with data or information that 
supports the need; establishes proven, 
innovative, and/or research based 
best practices in meeting the goals. 

Proposal provides general statement 
of need with some specific data or 
information that supports the need 
for funding.   

Proposal lacks a description of 
need and any relevant information 
that demonstrates the likelihood 
of the proposal addressing the 
issue targeted. 
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County Core Values 
(25% Weight) 

 Proposal identifies and clearly 
demonstrates how project, program, 
or service activities align with the 
values in the 2040 Thriving 
Community Initiative; provides specific 
information on how the proposal 
meets the eligible uses of funding. 

Proposal identifies and clearly 
demonstrates how project, 
program, or service activities align 
with the values in the 2040 Thriving 
Community Initiative; provides 
general information on how the 
proposal meets the eligible uses of 
funding. 

Proposal does not demonstrate 
how project, program, or service 
activities align with the values in 
the 2040 Thriving Community 
Initiative; proposal lacks 
information on how it will clearly 
meet the eligible uses of funding. 

Community Impact 
(25% Weight) 

 Makes a permanent and measurable 
change in a service or community 
condition; focuses on high 
engagement (pre and post award) 
with the community on how resources 
will be used; clearly articulates a 
resource distribution plan that 
effectively meets the needs of the 
area or community being served.  

Has potential for a measurable 
change in a service or community 
condition, but not fully 
demonstrated; demonstrates some 
planned community engagement; 
identifies a resource distribution 
method, but lacks clarity on how the 
focus of the resources best meets 
the needs of the area or community 
being served.    

Demonstrates a short-term or no 
measurable change in a service or 
community condition.  No efforts 
planned on community 
engagement. No description of 
resource distribution to particular 
geography or target population. 

Organization Capacity 
(15% Weight) 

 Applicant clearly demonstrates, either 
through past experience or current 
organizational capacity, the ability to 
consistently meet the outcomes 
proposed for the program, project, or 
service activities; applicant 
demonstrates ability to scale proposed 
activities or outputs while still 
delivering optimum outcomes for 
those being served.    

Applicant demonstrates current 
organizational capacity to meet the 
outcomes proposed for the 
program, project, or service 
activities, but lacks some of the 
direct exposure or past experience 
in implementing best practices; 
applicant demonstrates ability to 
scale some of the proposed 
activities or outputs, but effort 
appears to be targeted toward a 
specific, inflexible set and size of 
activities or output.    

Applicant fails to identify any 
specific experience or current 
organization capacity that would 
indicate it has ability to meet the 
outcomes proposed for program, 
project, or service activity; 
proposal lacks scalability in its 
approach.  

Clarity/Quality of 
Proposal 
(10% Weight) 

 Proposal is clearly written; 
demonstrates logical alignment 
between needs, goals, and activities.  

Proposal is somewhat clear and 
demonstrates some alignment 
between needs, goals, and activities. 

Entire proposal is unclear; no 
alignment between needs, goals, 
and activities.   



NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY – ATTACHMENT A 
 

Page A-3 
 

Budget 
(10% Weight) 

 Budget is reasonable and consistent 
with the proposal, and demonstrates 
the blending or use of other state, 
federal, or local resources to further 
leverage the proposal. 

Budget is consistent with proposal, 
but is not reasonable in terms of 
level of spending.  Proposal 
demonstrates desire to leverage 
other resources but lacks specificity. 

Budget is neither reasonable nor 
consistent with proposal.  

 


