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Benton County Erosion and Sediment Control Manual Introduction 
 
This packet of materials is a condensed guideline for erosion and sediment 
control (ESC) requirements set forth by Benton County in conjunction with our 
ESC permitting program.  The recently adopted Benton County Erosion and 
Sediment Control Ordinance adopts the Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality‟s Erosion and Sediment Control Manual (DEQ-ESCM).  These guidelines 
are fundamentally based on the DEQ-ESCM with a few supplemental materials 
taken from the City of Corvallis Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control 
Manual, the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) Hydraulics Manual 
Volume II (current edition) and the ODOT Standard Drawings (current edition).  
The purpose of these guidelines is to streamline the permit application process 
and provide the applicant with an overview of the components necessary for a 
successful and complete application.  The applicant should bear in mind that this 
is a guideline and a complete understanding of the processes and function of 
erosion control systems as viewed by is governed by the DEQ-ESCM (available 
on line at http://www.deq.state.or.us/wq/stormwater/escmanual.htm ). 
 
Close examination of the DEQ-ESC will reveal that many of the Best 
Management Practices (BMP‟s) listed in the manual have been omitted from 
these guidelines.  This should not be construed to mean that they may not be 
used or required.  Given certain site conditions, weather events, unforeseen soil 
conditions or other extenuating circumstances staff may require use of BMP‟s 
from the DEQ-ESC not shown in this guideline packet either at the time of 
application or as a remedial action after permit issuance.  However, the BMP‟s 
selected for this guideline were chosen because they represent a comprehensive 
cross section of the most widely accepted BMP‟s currently in practice. 
 
Before the applicant submits an erosion control plan for review Benton County 
staff will review the applicant‟s preliminary plot plan and determine whether the 
site is classified low, medium or high erodability.  There are BMP‟s associated 
with each of these classifications, the most basic applying to the “low” category 
and the most complicated to the “high” category.  A suite of BMP‟s in the packet 
may be specified in the erosion control application depending on the erodability 
classification.  A “medium” classification may select from all of those BMP‟s in the 
“low” and “medium” categories, a “high” classification may select from any of the 
BMP‟s in the packet. 
 
The low, medium or high erodability classification will be arrived by an internal 
review of the preliminary site plan by comparison of the following criteria: 
 
The applicant may ask for a consultation with County staff to clarify questions or 
concerns regarding the erodability determination. 
 
The applicant is strongly encouraged to employ the services of a qualified 
professional to perform the tasks required by this ordinanc 

http://www.deq.state.or.us/wq/stormwater/escmanual.htm
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Benton County Erosion and Sediment Control Permit 
Requirements for Building Activities 

What‟s this all about?  
Benton County is required under the Clean Water 
Act and a State Water Quality Management Plan 
to develop, implement, and enforce a local 
Erosion and Sediment Control program to 
improve and protect water quality.   
 
Benton County Erosion and Sediment 
Control Permit: 
A Benton County Erosion and Sediment Control 
(ESC) permit is required for all Benton County 
permitted building activities, that result in „ground 
disturbing‟ activities of 1-acre or more or part of a 
„common plan of development‟ that results in 
cumulative disturbance of 1-acre or more. 
 
Definition of „ground disturbing 
activity‟: 
Any activity associated with a Benton County 
Building Permit that includes grading, grubbing, 
clearing or other impacts to soil and/or 
aboveground features. 
 
Requirements to obtain an erosion and 
sediment control permit: 
 

1. Applicants submit a Benton County 
ESC application. 

2. Applicants provide 2 copies of an 
ESC site plan meeting the 
requirements based on site location 
and susceptibility to erosion. 
 

 
A Benton County ESC Sample Plan and Manual 
will be made available to the potential applicant.  
Resources are also available on the county 
stormwater website at: 
www.co.benton.or.us/cd/environment/stormwater  
 

Are there special qualifications 
required to prepare this ESC Plan?  
Yes applicants are to employ the services of a 
qualified professional or other person allowed by 
Benton Coutny to perform the tasks required. 
 
Benton County ESC Assistance: 
Benton County is at your service.  Building, 
planning and engineering staff will assist 
applicants with specific ESC application 
requirements. 
 
Permit Fees: 
Fee amounts range depend on the location of the 
proposed ground disturbance.  Sensitive, 
complex or other sites may require additional 
staff time. 
 
* Benton County ESC Permitting Process 
Flow Chart on other side 

 

http://www.co.benton.or.us/cd/environment/stormwater
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Benton County Erosion and Sediment Control Permit  
Requirements Flow Chart: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Cumulative disturbed area of 1-acre or more, or disturbance less than 
one acre but part of a larger common plan of development. 
 

YES NO 

2.  Need Benton County 
Erosion and Sediment 
Control Permit 
 
 

2.  Follow Best Management 
Practices for proper erosion 
control; information on Illicit 
Discharge (spill prevention) 
requirements 

3.  Complete Erosion 
and Sediment Control 
Permit Application 
 
 

4.  Staff reviews 
for completeness 
 
 

5.  Determine if application is 
complete, 
Assignment of BMPs to  
Applicant(s) 
 
 

YES 

NO 

6.  Issue Benton 
County Permit 
 
 

7.  Inspection, 
Enforcement of Permit 
Requirements. 
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Summary 
Follow this guide to prepare an Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control 
(EPSC) site plan showing how soil erosion will be minimized and sediment 
contained on-site during residential construction activities.  Please Note that 
Benton County encourages all applicants to utilize an Erosion Prevention 
and Sediment Control professional to expedite your permit process.  
 
What do I need to submit? 
You must submit a completed Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control (EPSC) 
Permit Application along with 2 copies of an EPSC site plan. Follow the checklist 
below to create the EPSC site plan. 
 
Erosion Prevention and Site Plan Checklist 
If all requirements are not met Benton County will not accept the 
application. 
 
Prepare a site plan, showing the following.  Be sure to work with Benton County 
Planning to complete application requirements: 

  Minimum distance between work site and sensitive area(s) (NOTE:  please check   
        with Benton County Planning) 
 

  Average site slope 
 

  Property lines, easements, north arrow 
 

  Footprint of all structures  
 

  Location of driveways and sidewalks 
 
In Addition be sure to include the following Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control 
Information: 
 
Application Checklist required Best Management Practices (BMPs): 
               Assigned Runoff Control Best BMPs to protect downhill resources 
                       (stormdrain inlets, drainages). 
 
               Assigned Erosion Prevention BMPs such as buffers, sheeting, etc. 
 
               Assigned Sediment Control BMPs downhill from all disturbed areas 
 

 
 

Benton County Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control 
Plan Requirements 
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Refer to the Benton County Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control Manual 
requirements available on-line at 
www.co.benton.or.us/cd/environment/stormwater  for additional information and 
erosion control measures. 
 
Standard permit conditions 
1. Prior to any ground disturbing activity on the site, an initial inspection by 
County staff is required.  Erosion and Sediment Control (ESC) measures should 
be in place prior to the inspector arriving. Call (541) 766-6819 to schedule your 
inspection. 

http://www.co.benton.or.us/cd/environment/stormwater
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2. ESC measures must be constructed in conjunction with, and prior to, all 
clearing and grading activities and in a manner as to ensure that sediment and 
sediment-laden water does not enter the drainage system, roadways, or violate 
applicable water quality standards. 
 
3. ESC measures shown on the plans are minimum requirements for anticipated 
site conditions.  During the construction period, the ESC measures shall be 
upgraded as needed for unexpected storm events and to ensure that sediment 
and sediment-laden water does not leave the site. 
 
4. ESC measures shall be inspected daily by the permit holder, and maintained 
as necessary to ensure their function. 
 
5. Stabilized gravel construction entrances shall be installed at the beginning of 
construction and maintained for the duration of the project. Additional measures 
may be required to ensure that all paved areas are kept clean for the duration of 
the project. 
 
6. ESC measures shall be kept in place until permanent ground cover is 
established. 
 
7. All exposed soil must be permanently stabilized against wind and water 
erosion before the ESC permit can be closed. Once the site is stabilized, 
schedule a final inspection by calling (541) 766-6819. Permanent soil 
stabilization includes landscaping, seeding, or covering exposed soil with bark or 
other suitable biodegradable cover.  
 
Wet weather permit conditions 
1. Wet weather erosion prevention measures will be in effect from October 1 
through April 30. 
 
2. Soil exposed for more than 2 days shall be seeded, or covered with plastic 
sheeting, matting, or a 2-inch layer of mulch, bark, wood chips, sawdust, or straw 
or other approved material to minimize erosion potential. 
 
3. Exposed soils shall be seeded no later than September 1 to allow time for 
proper germination and growth before the wet weather season. 
 
Where can I get assistance? 
We are here to help you. Staff is typically available from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
weekdays to answer your questions by phone (541) 766-6819 and at the Benton 
County Community Development Department, 360 SW Avery Ave., Corvallis, OR 
97333. We encourage you to call and make arrangements for consultation. 
 
For more information 
Benton County Community Development—Building Division  (541) 766-6819 
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Required Level of Erosion Control  
 Low Medium High 

Runoff Control BMPs 
RC-14: Outlet Protection  
RC-11: Check Dams 

RC-2: Energy Dissipator 
RC-3: Diversion of Run-On 
RC-4: Temporary Diversion Dike 
RC-5: Grass-lined Channel 

RC-1: Slope Drain 
RC-12: Bioengineering Stabilization 
RC-13: Structural Stabilization 

Erosion Prevention 
BMPs 

EP-1: Scheduling 
EP-2: Preservation of Existing 
Vegetation 
EP-2A: Preserve Ground Cover 
EP-2B: Buffer Zone 
EP-6: Permanent Seeding and 
Planting 
EP-8: Mulches 
EP-21: Sodding 
EP-22: Plastic Sheeting 
EP-23: Rip Rap 

EP-5: Temporary Seeding and 
Planting 
EP-10: Erosion Control Blankets & 
Mats 
EP-13: Wind/Dust Erosion Control 
 

EP-3: Surface Roughening 
EP-3A: Gradient Terraces 
EP6-A: Vegetative Stabilization 
EP-17: Brush Box 

Sediment Control 
BMPs 

SC-1: Sediment Fence 
SC-6: Compost Berms & Socks 
SC-7: Fiber Rolls or Wattles 
SC-8: Storm Drain Inlet Protection 
SC-11: Entrance/Exit Tracking 
Controls 
SC-13: Soil/Aggregate Stockpile 

SC-2: Sand Bag Barrier 
SC-4: Straw Bale Dike 
SC-5: Rock or Brush Filters 
 

SC-9: Temporary Sediment Basin 
SC-9AtoD: Temporary Sediment 
Trap 
SC-10: Entrance/Exit Tire Wash 

* Oregon Department of Environmental Quality Erosion and Sediment Control Manual, Oregon Department of 
Transportation Erosion and Sediment Control Manual, and City of Corvallis Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control 
Manual will be referenced. 
 
This packet of materials is a condensed guideline for erosion and sediment control (ESC) requirements set forth by 
Benton County in conjunction with our ESC permitting program.  The recently adopted Benton County Erosion and 
Sediment Control Ordinance adopts the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality‟s Erosion and Sediment Control 
Manual (DEQ-ESCM).  These guidelines are fundamentally based on the DEQ-ESCM with a few supplemental materials 

Benton County Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control 
Best Management Practices (BMP) Requirements  
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taken from the City of Corvallis Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control 
Manual, the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) Hydraulics Manual 
Volume II (current edition) and the ODOT Standard Drawings (current edition).  
The purpose of these guidelines is to streamline the permit application process 
and provide the applicant with an overview of the components necessary for a 
successful and complete application.  The applicant should bear in mind that this 
is a guideline and a complete understanding of the processes and function of 
erosion control systems as viewed by is governed by the DEQ-ESCM (available 
on line at http://www.deq.state.or.us/wq/stormwater/escmanual.htm ). 
 
Close examination of the DEQ-ESC manual will reveal that many of the Best 
Management Practices (BMP‟s) listed in the manual have been omitted from 
these guidelines.  This should not be construed to mean that that they may not 
be used or required.  Given certain site conditions, weather events, unforeseen 
soil conditions or other extenuating circumstances staff may require use of 
BMP‟s from the DEQ-ESC not shown in this guideline packet either at the time of 
application or as a remedial action after permit issuance.  However, the BMP‟s 
selected for this guideline were chosen because they represent a comprehensive 
cross section of the most widely accepted BMP‟s currently in practice. 
 
Before the applicant submits an erosion control plan for review Benton County 
staff will review the applicant‟s preliminary plot plan and determine whether the 
site is classified low, medium or high erodability.  There are BMP‟s associated 
with each of these classifications, the most basic applying to the “low” category 
and the most complicated to the “high” category.  A suite of BMP‟s in the packet 
may be specified in the erosion control application depending on the erodability 
classification.  A “medium” classification may select from all of those BMP‟s in 
the “low” and “medium” categories, a “high” classification may select from any 
of the BMP‟s in the packet.  The low, medium or high erodiblity classification will 
be arrived by an internal review of the preliminary site plan by comparison of the 
following criteria: 

 Minimum Distance between Work Limits and Sensitive Areas 
 Jurisdictional Wetlands 
 Fedral, State or Locally Mapped Wetlands 
 Hydric Soils 
 Endangered Species or ES Habitat 
 Riparian Buffers 
 Conservation Areas 
 Designated Slide Hazard Areas 
 Geologic Instability 

 Average Site Slopes 
 Predominant Soil Types (K-factor) 
 Cumulative Disturbed Area 
 Proximity to Urban Growth Boundaries or City Limits 
 

http://www.deq.state.or.us/wq/stormwater/escmanual.htm
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The applicant may ask for a consultation with County staff to clarify questions or 
concerns regarding the Erodiblity determination. The applicant is strongly 
encouraged to employ the services of a qualified professional to perform the 
tasks required by this ordinance. 
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