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Benton County General Questions Meeting 
Marijuana in the Rural Residential Zone 

5:30 – 7:00 pm, Tuesday, September 6, 2016 
 Main Meeting Room, Benton County Sunset Building 

4077 SW Research Way, Corvallis 
 
Attending Staff: Greg Verret, Community Development Director; Chris Bentley, Senior 
Planner; and Linsey Godwin, Associate Planner. 

 
Introduction: Greg Verret 

 The purpose is to receive additional community input about whether and in what 
cases and with what mitigation it would be appropriate to allow commercial growing 
of marijuana in the rural residential zone.   
 

Ground Rules: Chris Bentley 

 Not everyone will agree on everything this evening. So it is important that everyone 
be respectful of one another. 

 Some issues can be emotional, but let’s just deal with the current issues, not past 
history. 

 If you have questions at the end of Linsey’s presentation, please raise your hand 
and wait to be called on. 

 If you have signed up to speak, please limit it to three minutes.  Please be as clear 
as you can.   

 If you want to speak more than once, let everyone who has signed up have the 
opportunity to speak first. 

 If someone has already said something you agree or disagree with, just say your 
name and that you agree or disagree with their comment. 

 
Purpose:  Linsey Godwin 

 It has been a long journey to try and get as many comments as possible. 

 The rules are changing frequently and each Oregon Legislative Session. 
 
Background: Linsey Godwin (see slide presentation on the website for details) 

 The slide headings: 
o Timeline  
o Inter-Agency Coordination 
o State Zoning Requirements 
o Current Benton County Zoning 
o Rural Residential Zone Map with identifying areas 
o Medical Marijuana Grow Sites 

 Medical marijuana operations are registered by the Oregon Health Authority 
(OHA) and have never been addressed by State Land Use.  The County is 
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currently dealing with recreational use, not medical use. The specific section 
of the Code is Ch. 63.105 Farm and Farm Use.  Chapter 51 provides the 
definition of Farm Use. 

o OLCC Licensed Grow Sites (Production) 
 Question regarding the planning process:  If they are applying to grow 

marijuana, do property owners get notified?  

 Response: Linsey said that could be a requirement as part of the 
application process through the County. This is something that could be 
proposed in the code amendments. 

 Question:  What are the setbacks and noise level? (They couldn’t find it on 
the website.)  

 Response: Linsey said these are not required by the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission (OLCC), but could be required by the County. 

o Identified Concerns 
o Considerations - Food for Thought Regarding Marijuana Operations Licensed 

by OLCC.  
 Linsey said OLCC requires proof of a legal water source and part of licensing 

process. This evidence is not required for medical marijuana grow sites. 
Water rights – irrigation  for farming cannot be done by a domestic well.  Must 
apply for a water right or have it trucked in.  This is regulated by the OR Dept. 
of Water Resources.  Benton County can’t regulate the use of water. 

 Question:  How many community members have requested ability to grow in 
RR zone?  Response: Haven’t kept a tally of individuals calling in and 
requesting information.   

 An individual expressed disappointment over the short time frame of sending 
out information regarding this meeting.   

 One individual sent out an email to 40 people regarding this meeting and was 
surprised by the amount of apathy – no response from them. 

 One individual heard that Linn Co. has very strict areas defined.   
 It takes about eight months to receive an OLCC license.    

o Oregon County (Planning Directors) Poll 
 
Public Comments: 

 George Wisner, Monroe:  He is a member of the Citizens Advisory Committee to 
the Planning Commission.  He didn’t think it was going to be decided upon until late 
2017.  He is opposed to any growing of marijuana in residential zones.  He has had 
numerous discussions with the Committee. They have discussed water rights issues 
especially in the South County. They were planning to hold public hearings. Lane 
County has prohibited it.  He also expressed concerns re: law enforcement, allergies 
and pesticides. He doesn’t feel there should be a big hurry to get this done.   

 Richard Saylor, Monroe:  He agrees with George and is also a member of the 
Citizens Advisory Committee to the Planning Commission. He doesn’t feel the 
outreaches done earlier this year have been very effective.  He is concerned about 
the small amount of setbacks on the five acre lots in his area.  Other counties have 
expressed concern about smell, etc.  The water in South County is very limited and 
there is no historic evidence by the OR Water Resources hydrologists.  Are they 
going to be receiving funds to help investigate the use of groundwater for marijuana 
growing? Currently, there are only two enforcement people for the entire state.  He 
would like a count from the audience of their opinion of those who are in favor of this 
issue:  Four said “For”; four to five were “Undecided” and a large number of the 
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audience was “Against”.  He would like more outreach efforts and to have it put on 
the ballot.  He thinks we are moving too fast. 

 Heather Paris, Corvallis: She agrees with Richard Saylor. 

 Jim Fischer, Corvallis: He is interested in growing it for an income.  He went to a 
Cannabis Fair in May.  He spoke with an ombudsman, a friend in Josephine Co. who 
has about 80 acres.  He also talked about the process with OLCC.  The setbacks 
and security are pretty high for recreational marijuana.  He came tonight to try and 
understand the concerns being expressed. 

 Rich Mason, Corvallis:  He is here to represent several residents.  He is fairly new 
to the community.  He has a small farm and wants to raise his family on it.  He feels 
we need more time.  He has a list of 10 questions regarding the regulations by 
Benton County between the medical and recreational growing of marijuana.  Are 
there any new security measures in place because he is concerned with an increase 
in organized crime?  He has a concern about property values changing.  He will file 
the balance of the questions with Linsey.  

 Matt Smith, Corvallis:  He agrees with Rich Mason. He feels it will significantly be 
affecting property values.  He also has security concerns.  There seems to be no 
regulation on growing medical marijuana.   

 Teri Carpenter, Corvallis: She is in favor of growing marijuana in rural residential 
zones.  She is currently doing it for medical use only.  She has 48 plants.  Her 
property is fairly isolated.  Major traffic is not encouraged because it is not a “show 
and tell facility”.  There are no water restrictions (for medical marijuana).  The 
pesticide list is very long of what can be used [for either medical or recreational as 
authorized by the Oregon Department of Agriculture].  Tracking is currently in place 
and she has to account for all of her sales.  It is not a lazy man’s crop.  She works 
hard like any farmer.  She said there are significant hurdles to becoming OLCC-
licensed, as opposed to growing medical marijuana.  If she becomes a “recreational 
grower” it will be a $40,000 - $50,000 investment.  She wants to switch for economic 
reasons.  It will require a lot of investment and a lot of water.  The odor can be 
offensive.   

 Dawn May, Corvallis:  She will “pass” to more eloquent speakers. 

 Marty Moeller, Corvallis:  He is opposed to this.  There is a lot of farmland and 
forestland where it can be grown in this County, so he does not recommend it be 
grown in rural residential areas.   

 Bill Witt, Corvallis:  He stated that he is a tax attorney, and that this issue is in the 
infant stage.  The statistics show there were 636 growers in April for medical 
marijuana, but very few patients.  He is concerned that current state rules are not 
being followed.  (Someone shared that currently all dispensaries are being supplied 
by medical marijuana growers because the OLCC has not approved any rural 
recreational dispensaries.)  

 David & Mary Beisiegel, Corvallis:  They moved here four years ago.  They have 
beautiful property off Pettibone and NE Elliott Circle.  It doesn’t make sense to allow 
this in rural residential.  They are afraid property values will go down.  They love 
where they live and their home is the biggest investment they will make in their lives. 
They are concerned about laws for dispensaries with proximity to the schools. They 
have done lots of research.  They are also concerned about cash movement 
because it is still federally illegal. 

 Patsy Conaway, Corvallis:  She is “on the fence” and came for more information.  
She is concerned about moving too fast with the process. 

 Jeanne Gragg, Corvallis:  She is also “undecided” and came for more information.  
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 Tim Brown, Corvallis:  He is concerned about the infancy of this issue and making 
decisions quickly.   
o Response: Linsey said that the timeline was created the way it was because 

medical growers can sell a limited amount of their excess product to dispensaries 
only until the end of this year. As a result, those growers would like to switch to 
the OLCC recreational marijuana license, but currently the County’s zoning 
prohibits it on rural residential land. The BOC has given staff a two year period to 
gather public comments and review recreational marijuana and County zoning 
and staff are interested in getting the process completed in a timely way. 

 Trent Hull, Corvallis:  His purpose in coming is two-fold.  He marked that he is 
“neutral” on the subject.   He has gone to the previous meetings and at the initial 
meetings, people were for it.  He is currently growing for the recreational market and 
is interested in increasing his business.  There are only six licensed growers in this 
County.  He is also interested in seeing it work for Oregon.  He lives in a very rural 
area.  He coaches several sports teams in the community, so he reached out to his 
community and was very open with them. He would like to donate a lot of money 
back to the community.  Would rural residential be in conflict with his wanting to 
grow his industry?   

 Dava Behrens, Corvallis:   She is absolutely against it.  She is concerned about all 
the other issues that have been brought up.  If the panic button is pushed, who from 
the Sherriff’s office could be there?  She feels there is adequate land available in the 
farming area.  Is this a slippery slope for other commercial uses for this property?  A 
Seller’s Disclosure Statement must state if there is anything that would adversely 
affect someone purchasing the property.  

 Ali & Gloria Sarlak, Corvallis:  Lives off Hwy. 20 and has the same concerns 
others have expressed.  She is alarmed at how quickly this is moving.  She does 
respect the people who want to do it.  It is unfortunate that it is a cash industry. 

 Jeff Ohren, Philomath:  He feels the same way as the previous speakers. 

 Lea Maupin, Corvallis:  If she was buying a piece of property, she would not want 
to buy in this area if it is approved.  Why is there so much security?  Security and 
surveillance systems are high right now because of the scrutiny of the issue.  She 
was also concerned about the short amount of time for receiving the notice.  She 
received it in the mail on Friday and the meeting was scheduled on first day of 
school after a three day holiday.  It brings up an issue - is there a “hidden agenda” 
by the County?  
o Response: Greg Verret said that no decisions have been made by the County.  

The County is still trying to receive more input from the community.  If the County 
needs to slow down the process to enable adequate public involvement, it will. 

 
5 minute break 
 
Next Steps: 

 Linsey stated she was really glad to hear the feedback because the previous 
meetings were poorly attended.   

 Question:  Are the County Commissioners driving the speed of the decision?   
o Response: No.  The County was interested in helping medical growers meet the 

end-of-the-year deadline to convert to recreational, but only if it there are 
reasonable ways to allow growing in rural residential areas.  

 There was a large constituency tonight that is saying “slow down”.  The timeline is 
not “locked in stone”.   
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 Greg said the staff will meet and discuss what to do next. One option is to still have 
the two focus groups as planned. The concerns could be divided by what can and 
can’t be done by land use laws. 

 Greg can check with the Board of Commissioners to extend the timeline. 

 Question: If the timeline changes, would official notification go out? Do we need to 
petition the Planning Committee to defer the process?   
o Response: Christine Hauser, a member of the Planning Commission responded 

that Greg and his staff have rules of how to notify individuals of the processes 
because it is regulated.  If the Planning Commission can be involved in this 
process, would like to recommend it to be slowed down.   

 The County is committed to the public process, not to a specific outcome. 

 Additional comments from individuals:   
o Not one person bought their property so they could grow marijuana.   
o It was believed that most people that approved the legalization of marijuana 

wanted if for people to grow it in their home only. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:42 pm.  There were 43 attendees. 

 


