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December 7, 2016 

Dear Interested Parties: 

Benton County is no longer considering allowing owners of rural-residential-zoned land to grow 

marijuana for the recreational market.  The Board of County Commissioners, at their December 

6 meeting, directed staff to not proceed with amendments to the Development Code in this 

matter.  A previously scheduled public meeting for December 8 will still be held, but primarily 

for the purposes of announcing that the County is no longer considering these code amendments. 

The County’s decision was based in part on these factors: 

 Given the relatively small amount of support voiced for allowing growing in rural 

residential zones, it was unclear that proceeding with the code amendment process would 

serve the public interest. 

 The upcoming state legislative session is likely to make further changes to the laws 

regarding marijuana production.  

 A large number of rural residents raised a variety of concerns.  Many of these concerns 

could likely be addressed through carefully designed code language; however, some 

concerns might be unresolvable.  

Results and Next Steps Meeting, Thursday, December 8th, 2016 / 5:30 to 7:00 P.M. in the 

Main Meeting Room, Benton County Sunset Building, 4077 SW Research Way, Corvallis. The 

purpose of this meeting is to convey that no code amendments will be made to the Rural 

Residential zone at this time. 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

What was the County considering? 

During the Listening Tour in March 2016 the Benton County Planning Division received 

community-member requests to amend our development code to allow recreational 

cannabis/marijuana growing operations in the Rural Residential Zone. As a result, the Planning 

Division began an outreach effort to explore this topic in September 2016, which has now come 

to a close. 

Who is the North Benton Citizens Advisory Committee? 

The County has five Citizens Advisory Committees (CACs) that can be activated by the Board 

of Commissioners if enough people in a portion of the county are willing to convene and 

maintain a broadly representative committee. At this time the Alsea CAC, Wren CAC, and South 

Benton CAC are currently officially active. 
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You may have received a letter from a group identifying itself as the "North Benton Citizens 

Advisory Committee" before the Thanksgiving Holiday. This letter asked you to mail in a form 

letter stating your opposition to the possible rezoning of the Rural Residential Zone to allow 

commercial production of marijuana. While the County has been actively seeking public input on 

this topic, you should know this group is not affiliated with Benton County and is not an 

officially sanctioned Citizens Advisory Committee. County staff is working with the writers of 

the letter to assist them in the process of re-activating a broadly representative Citizens Advisory 

Committee. If you have additional questions please contact our office at 541-766-6819. 

Could code amendments be considered in the future? 

Given the uncharted regulatory territory the state is exploring, each legislative session brings 

new rules and new direction on the County’s role regarding regulating the marijuana industry. In 

the future, if mandated by the state or if a clear need is expressed, the Board of Commissioners 

will consider code amendments. Public hearings are a required and standard part of any code 

amendment process. 

How is the development code amended? 

The County Board of Commissioners may initiate an amendment to the Development Code. The 

Planning Commission may also initiate a code amendment, if the concept is subsequently 

approved by the Board of Commissioners. Staff creates a rough draft of the proposed code 

amendments and typically holds work sessions with both the Planning Commission and Board of 

Commissioners to review and discuss the proposed amendments before the public hearings. Any 

testimony received from the public is included in the staff report mailed to the Planning 

Commissioners prior to the hearing. A public hearing is held before the Planning Commission. 

Written public testimony is given to the Planning Commission prior to the public hearing, and an 

opportunity for verbal testimony is provided during the public hearing. Following the public 

hearing, the Planning Commission makes a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners to 

approve, deny, or modify the proposed text amendment. A second public hearing with 

opportunity for public comment is held by the Board of County Commissioners. The Board then 

makes a decision to accept, reject, or modify the proposed text amendment in whole or in part. 

 

Sincerely, 

Linsey Godwin 

Associate Planner, Project Contact 

Benton County Planning Division 

linsey.godwin@co.benton.or.us 

(541) 766-6819 
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