BEFORE THE BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR THE STATE OF OREGON, FOR THE COUNTY OF BENTON

In the Matter of Declaring a Climate )
Crisis and Establishing a Stronger ) RESOLUTION #R2020-004
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Goal )

Benton County Board of Commissioners reaffirms Resolutions #R2017-025 and #R2018-
024 that recognize the current and projected negative impacts of climate change for Benton
County, require tracking County government’s greenhouse gas emissions, establish an aggressive
but achievable greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal, and compel the County to achieve that
goal. Since the 2017 and 2018 Resolutions were adopted, recent international data and studies
indicate more aggressive action is needed.

In October 2018, the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
released a special report, which projected that limiting warming to the 1.5°C target this century
will require an unprecedented transformation of every sector of the global economy by 2030.

In November 2018, the United States Global Change Research Program, comprised of 13
U.S. federal agencies, issued the Fourth National Climate Assessment detailing the massive threat
that climate change poses to the American economy and underscoring the need for immediate
action by every level of government to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Benton County has already taken actions in multiple areas that have demonstrably reduced
greenhouse gas emissions; however, additional actions are necessary in response to the recent
international studies.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that;

1. Benton County government recognizes — and commits to take strong, just, and equitable
action to positively address — the global climate crisis.

2. Benton County government will reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 50% from 2010
levels by 2030 and be net-zero by 2050.
3. Benton County government will employ intentional methods and educate staff to ensure

reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and to proactively address climate change adaptation for
Benton County government initiatives, policies, services, operations, actions, and budgets.

Adopted this 4™ day of February, 2020.

Signed this 4™ day of February, 2020.
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FOR THE STATE OF OREGON, FOR THE COUNTY OF BENTON

In the Matter of Establishing Benton County’s )
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Goal and ) RESOLUTION #R2018-024
Endorsing the Submitted Climate Action Plan )

On December 5, 2017, the Benton County Board of Commissioners adopted Resolution
#R2017-025, which affirmed the County’s commitment to addressing climate change, reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, and developing a climate action plan.

The Board of Commissioners reaffirms the County’s commitment by establishing a
greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal and endorsing the submitted Climate Action Plan.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that;

1. Benton County government will reduce its greenhouse gas emissions to at least 75% below
1990 levels by 2050.

2. Benton County staff will expand current efforts to track the organization’s and staff’s
greenhouse gas emissions from initiatives, policies, services, operations, and actions.

3. Benton County will annually update and publicize the County’s greenhouse gas emissions
inventory.

4. Benton County’s Resource Efficiency Committee, with assistance from the Sustainability
Program, will continually review, research, assess, expand, and amend the Climate Action
Plan to achieve the greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal.

Adopted this 4™ day of September, 2018.
Signed this 4% day of September, 2018.
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR THE STATE OF OREGON, FOR THE COUNTY OF BENTON

In the Matter of Affirming Benton County’s )
Commitment to Addressing Climate Change, ) RESOLUTION #R2017-025
Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and )
Developing a Climate Action Plan )

WHEREAS, Benton County recognizes climate change as a serious global, national, and
local threat to human health, ecological integrity, environmental resilience, economic vitality,
fiscal stability, and community livability; and

WHEREAS, Benton County identifies risks associated with climate change projections
including: drought, reduced summer water supply, extreme heat and weather events, wildfires,
extreme precipitation, flooding, ozone pollution, and adverse health impacts; and

WHEREAS, Population studies estimate that Benton County will be home to at least
20,000 new people by 2040, many more of whom could be migrants from areas impacted from
climate change; and

WHEREAS, The entire community will be impacted by climate change, but communities
that already face existing socioeconomic and health inequities will be most severely impacted by
these risks, including children, older adults, people experiencing poverty, people with
disabilities, and historically underserved populations; and

WHEREAS, Climate change will significantly impact the ability of Benton County to
deliver critical services to residents, including fire protection, emergency services, flood control,
transportation services, and health care for vulnerable communities; and

WHEREAS, Public engagement activities from the Benton County 2040 Thriving
Communities Initiative found overwhelming support to address climate change; and

WHEREAS, Benton County currently demonstrates commitment to mitigating carbon
emissions and adapting to climate change through establishing a Climate Action Committee;
identifying and analyzing County policies and operations related to greenhouse gas emissions
and climate change; tracking internal facility resource use; and, calculating the County’s
greenhouse gas emissions.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that;

1. Benton County will join Oregon State Government, nine local governments, thirteen colleges
and universities, and more than fifty organizations and private businesses within Oregon by
signing the “We Are Still In” pledge to institute and implement the intent of the 2015 Paris
Climate Agreement.

2. Benton County will continue monthly tracking of facility resource use including: electricity,
natural gas, fleet fuels, and water; and require publicizing results on the County website by
February 2018.



