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          Benton County  
           Solid Waste Advisory Council  

            September 25, 2019 Approved Minutes 6:30 pm to 8 pm 
 

Members Present:    Jay Simpkins (Benton County unincorporated area), Jeff Freeman (City of Corvallis); Lauri 
Richer (City of Corvallis), Larry Sleeman, (Chair, City of Philomath); John Deuel (Oregon 
State University Materials Management); and Debi Gile (City of Corvallis).  

Members Excused:     
Guests Present:         Broc Kienholz, Ian Macnab, and Julie Jackson (Republic Services, Inc.) 
Staff Present: Xan Augerot (Commissioner); Greg Verret (Benton County Community Development), Bill 

Emminger (Division Supervisor, Benton County Environmental Health), Rob Turkisher 
(Environmental Health); Jen Brown (Benton County Sustainability Coordinator); Linda Ray, 
Admin Assistant (Community Development); Paula Felipe, Recorder (Public Health).  

 
I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:15 pm by Chair Larry Sleeman.  

  
II. Introductions and Citizen Comments. Chair Larry Sleeman introduced Greg Verret of Benton 

County Community Development, who is the new liaison with DSAC/SWAC for the County. Linda 
Ray is the new administrative assistant working with Greg.  He also thanked Republic Services for 
hosting this meeting in the Coffin Butte Landfill Office Building and for providing refreshments. 
Welcome to two new members:  John Deuel of OSU and Debi Giles of City of Corvallis.   
 

III. Approval of the Minutes.  MOTION was made to approve the June 26, 2019 SWAC Minutes. 
Discussion:  John Deuel commented that on Item VI under Waste Reduction, it should read: 
“OSU is exploring the use of reusable cups as a campus program.”  MOTION was made to 
approve the June SWAC Minutes as amended; seconded, all in favor, MOTION passed.   
 

IV. Transition in the Solid Waste Program  – Greg Verret   After Gordon Brown’s retirement, the 
County reviewed how the solid waste program was structured and conducted a multiple 
departmental evaluation.   After consideration, the County ultimately recommended the solid 
waste program be housed in the Community Development department.  Greg is a ‘willing and 
open partner” who has been working closely with Bill Emminger to effect the transition.   One 
member asked when this new transition was decided because his impression was that it 
happened suddenly without much notice.  Greg explained discussion began in the Fall of 2018 
and continued over winter and into the Spring of 2019.  Gordon Brown had input into those 
discussions.  It became clear where the program would be housed by the end of the budget 
process and a new job description for a full-time position in solid waste was proposed.  Greg 
worked with Bill and Environmental Health staff on developing the job description.  It was a 
significant reorganizational and budget process and a new admin assistance position was filled 
to support the solid waste program.  The new positions had to be classified with HR and 
processed.  Bill Emminger also communicated with national environmental health and solid 
waste associations to announce the job description to recruit a pool of candidates.  John Deuel is 
interested in seeing what are the key deliverables of the position, and Greg will forward the job 
description to the committee.  Gordon Brown is still a consultant to the County with respect to 
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the on-going Franchise agreement discussions.  The goal is to have the Franchise agreement 
done by December 2020 but the County would like to get it done as soon as possible.  Chair 
Sleeman asked members to write down any questions they have and bring them to the next 
meeting. 
 

V. Republic Services Rate Adjustment Request - Julie Jackson   She discussed the methodology and 
target refuse index, which is tailored a little bit more toward their industry.  Republic Services 
prefers to propose a gradual percentage rate change (like 2-3 percent) rather than 8-10 percent 
change.   Discussion took place on the rate change:    Republic Services proposes a 3 percent rate 
increase that would take effect on January 1, 2020.  Reviewed the difference of the two rate 
indexes for 2018 and 2019.  China Sword was mentioned:  Two years ago, Republic Services was 
paid $40 a ton and today Republic Services is charged $100 a ton. So, not much material going to 
China today, and there is a huge competition for finding markets. Oregon is a leader across the 
country and working with communities to share costs of recycling.  SWAC can make a 
recommendation to the Board of Commissioners on whether to accept or reject the rate 
increase.   

 
MOTION was made to recommend the proposed Republic Services 3 percent rate adjustment; 
all in favor; MOTION passed unanimously.  
 

VI. Hauling Company Annual Report. –  Julie Jackson   Reviewed the 2018 Republic Services annual 
report for Benton County.  The cover has photos of staff members to promote getting to know 
the people of Republic Services.  There are 6,631 residential, commercial and industrial 
customers in Benton County.  Republic Services also serves more than 14 million customers 
nationwide in 240 markets and believes in the preservation of our “Blue Planet”—“a cleaner, 
safer and healthier world where people thrive—not just for today, but for generations to come.”   
The report offers information on global recycling markets, recycling locally, financial updates, 
and news on operations in Benton County.  Highlights of the report include:  
 

 Working with customers to create a more sustainable recycling model.   

 Republic Services recognized as one of Baron’s 100 most Sustainable Companies and 
ranked among the top by CDF Global Climate Management. 

 Republic Services charitable foundation awarded $135,000 to the Living Southtown 
Corvallis Housing project.  

 Offer a range of products to assist community with recycling or disposal of multiple 
waste streams including electronics, universal waste, and household hazardous waste.   

 Reliability:  99.9 percent pickup reliability rate and drivers are the safest in the industry; 

 Globally recognized as a leader in sustainability.  Curbside recycling, yard debris and food 
scrap collection programs in Oregon, along with running a fleet of 24 Compressed 
Natural Gas powered trucks, and a landfill gas-to-energy plant. 

 Reduced fleet emissions by 3 percent from direct operational impacts. 

 Code of Business Ethics and Conduct exemplifies Republic Services values. 

 Commitment to giving back to communities:  last year, Republic Services gave about $7.1 
million to communities across the nation and over $22,000 was donated to the local area 
through the Community Grant program.  
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 Local Customer Service Representatives began taking calls in Corvallis and Woodburn at 
the end of November 2018.    

 Recycling education and Outreach:   Rachel Snyder, Recycling Coordinator, Email:  
rsnyder2@republicservices.com  She provides school and community presentations and 
co-facilitates the master recycler program and compost workshops.  She also produces 
quarterly newsletters.    

 Recycling is changing to meet markets and technologies around the world. In 2017 China 
announced efforts to clean up the country including dramatic changes in criteria of 
imported recyclables (reduction in contamination levels from ~3% to 0.5%). 

  The Cost of Recycling = Collection Fee + Processing Fee + Disposal of Residual – 
Commodity Sales 

 Recycling Numbers:  Yard waste is up from last year by almost 2000 tons.  There is an 
increase in Food Waste.  Overall, total landfill tons went up from 38,461 in 2017 to 
43,285 in 2018.  

 Republic offers a variety of services such as on-call cart pick up.  They like efficiency in 
their routes too.  Some suggest a once a month pick up option for those who have little 
trash or maybe have an every other week option for pick up—something to consider.  
Downside is trash that sits for a month could have odors and neighbor complaints. 

 Franchise fees/Financial Management:  Itemized monthly list of 2018 and 2017 Receipts 
and Fees paid.  

 Republic Services revenue is up from 2,878,237 in 2017 to 3,010,072 in 2018.  Cost of 
Operations increased 5.6 percent.   Franchise fees paid to Benton County totaled $153K 
in 2018, up $17K from 2017.  

 Fleet Safety:  “Safety is at the forefront of our operations every hour of every day.”  

 Question:  Are there resources to find out about best practices for recycling that provide 
a benefit and cost analysis?   This could be good project for County Sustainability 
coalition to research.    
 

VII. Update on Proposed Ordinance for Recycled Food Waste  This agenda item was postponed and 
the Chair will continue to put it on the agenda in future.  
 

VIII. Review Yearly Schedule and Discuss Field Trips   The Schedule was revised as follows: 
 

 Coffin Butte Operational and Capacity Reports:  stays in May/June. 

 Collection Franchisees Annual Reports:  Move to March. 

 Secure loads annual campaign:  Move to May/June.   

 Dump Stoppers:  (program with Sheriff’s Department which is all year long). 

 Benton County Solid Waste Overview Presentation:  Paula Felipe will send the 
powerpoint by Gordon Brown to Linda Ray/Community Development. 

 Landfill tour:  landfill tour—stays in September. 

 C&D MRF update:   part of landfill discussion; leave it in February. 

 Field trips/master recyclers:  Move to Oct/Nov.  *Note:  Julie Jackson will send out 
notices on field trips to committee member. 

 Rate adjustment:  stays in September. 

mailto:rsnyder2@republicservices.com


4 
 

 John Deuel offered to provide a 1-hour tour of OSU sorting operations and warehouse—
for Spring 2020.  

 

 
IX. Agenda items for next meeting:  Items to include:  recruiting members; transition; rate 

adjustment/hauling reports; Proposed Ordinance for Recycling Food Waste; landfill and PRC field 
trips (Julie will get info out about fieldtrips).  Other announcements:  

 Julie Jackson complimented the staff of Benton County:  “Bill, Rob, and Paula have been 
super to work with and did a great job,” she said. 

 The Chair also thanked Benton County staff and thanked Republic Services for 
refreshments.   

 Linda Ray asked for members’ preference on communication:   One calendar invite sent 
out with recurring dates to get on members’ outlook calendar and then agendas and 
minutes can be sent out via email a week before the meeting is fine. 

 The next SWAC meeting is October 23 at 6 pm in the Avery Facility, 360 SW Avery Avenue 
in Corvallis.  The next DSAC/SWAC meeting is December 11, 2019 at 6 pm at the Avery 
Facility and the DSAC meeting will start first.   

 Will need new name plates made for John Deuel, Debi Gile, and Jen Brown since she 
visits regularly. 

 Julie will invite Bailey, the sustainability coordinator for the school district who has 17 
years of experience to a SWAC meeting.   

 
X. Adjourn.    MOTION was made to Adjourn at 8:05 pm; seconded and passed unanimously. 

 
 
  


