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For those who received a 
vaccination because there was an 
extra dose, will a second dose be 
available for them? 
Yes, if they signed up for a second 
dose at the time they received 
their first dose. Benton County’s 
mass vaccination clinics are set up 
for people to do that before they 
leave the site. There is a statewide 
and local plan for the availability of 
second doses.

Why does the number of COVID-19 
vaccine doses vary by vial? 
All vaccine vials have a little extra to 
allow for spillage. Another reason 
is that the vials come with 3 cc 
syringes. Vaccinators figured out 
that if they use a more accurate 1cc 
syringe, they can get an extra dose 
out of each vial, most of the time.
 
Are you contagious after you 
receive the Moderna or Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine?
No, because there is no infectious 
material in the vaccine. The vaccine 
triggers the immune system, 
and people can feel the same as 
when they are “coming down with 
something.”  The immune system 
responds the same, regardless of 
how the immune system is activated.

How effective are the current 
vaccines towards the new and 
emerging COVID-19 variants?

We are getting this data as variant 
infections become more common. 
At this time, it appears that current 
vaccines are decreasing the burden 
of disease from the known variants.

Given that most vaccine in Benton 
County is Moderna, and there are 
16 and 17 year olds who work in 
healthcare or are caregivers, how 
do they get vaccinated?
At this time, the Moderna vaccine is 
FDA approved for age 18 and above. 
If Benton County does not have 
Pfizer vaccine doses available, we are 
unable to vaccinate them at this time.

Given how common it is for people 
to have a strong reaction to their 
second dose of the vaccine, is what 
is in the second dose different from 
what is in the first dose?
It is common and people should 
anticipate a stronger set of side 
effects for the second dose. The 
second dose is considered a 
‘boost’ dose. It contains the same 
ingredients as the first dose. The 
second dose boosts the immune 
response that was recently triggered 
by the first dose. With the second 
dose, the immune system has been 
“primed” by the first dose and so the 
immune system reacts by releasing 
its natural substances to fend off 
an intruder to the immune system. 
In some cases, people may need to 
take a day or two off work due to 

the side effects. This is normal and it 
does not represent infection.

Do I have some level of increased 
protection with only the first dose?
Yes, but for the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccine to be 95% effective, you 
have to receive both doses. The 
efficacy of these vaccines with only 
one dose has not been studied.

Do we know if this will be a shot we 
need to get each year, much like we 
get our current flu vaccinations?
This is not known at this time. For 
some viral infections, the body 
develops long-term immunity just 
from the infection. Other viruses 
require “booster” doses on an annual 
basis. History and data over the next 
couple of years will begin to provide 
answers.

For people who have received their 
first vaccination somewhere other 
than in Benton County, how do they 
get their second dose on schedule? 
People should be receiving their 
second dose at the same place they 
received their first dose. While it is 
not always the case, it is true for 
most people. Because the COVID 
vaccines are for emergency use, 
the vaccines are being traced and 
documented at the local, state, and 
national level.

https://www.co.benton.or.us/covid19
/BentonCountyGov
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