
If I get fully vaccinated with both

the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, do

I further decrease my chances of

getting COVID-19? 

Why do I need to get tested for

COVID-19 if I have been fully

vaccinated?

Vaccines are not 100% effective

Reducing spread requires 70-

90% of the population to be

vaccinated against that illness. 

There are no studies on the benefit

of getting two doses of both

vaccines. We advise against this

because the side effects would likely

be worse than the unknown benefit.

It will also prevent another person

from getting vaccinated, as vaccines

are still in limited supply.

 

You only need to get tested for

COVID if you develop symptoms. No

vaccine is 100% effective in

eliminating COVID illness. Even

after being fully vaccinated, there is

a 10% possibility that a person could

show COVID like symptoms.

 

If vaccines don’t actually fully

prevent people from getting

COVID-19, but prevent them from

getting very sick if they get COVID-

19, how do the vaccines actually

stop the spread of COVID-19?

Very few vaccines are able to stop

that particular illness from spreading.

Illness spreads because: 

100 people in a trial got COVID-19

94 of those did not get the

vaccine

6 of those did get the vaccine

This would mean the vaccine is

94% effective

A vaccine that is effective at a

lower rate still provides a lot of

protection against COVID-19.

What, exactly, does it mean that a

vaccine is, for example, 94%

effective? Does it mean there's a 6%

chance of getting COVID-19? If so,

why would anyone want to get a

vaccine that's only 60 or 65%

effective?

Clinical trials measured vaccine

effectiveness based on the number

of people in the trial who got COVID-

19. They looked at who got the

COVID-19 vaccine and got COVID-19

compared to those who did not get

the vaccine. 

For example:

Should someone who has an allergic

reaction to their first dose of a

COVID-19 vaccine try a different

brand of vaccine to see if it is better

for them?

Allergic reactions happen because of

sensitivity to substances and

previous allergic reactions. The brand

of vaccine does not determine if

someone will experience an allergic

reaction. The only reason not to get

a second dose is an allergic reaction

requiring transfer to a hospital for

treatment.

Since children do not get very sick

from COVID-19, why is it important

to vaccinate them against COVID-

19? Aren’t the risks of the vaccine

higher than their risk of getting sick

from COVID-19?

It is important for children to be

vaccinated against COVID-19

because it helps control the spread

of COVID-19 to much more

vulnerable grandparents, parents,

teachers, young and older people

with complicated medical problems.

The FDA does not approve vaccines

for use unless the risks of the illness

are more than the risk of getting

vaccinated. 

Given continued physical distance

recommendations, regardless of

vaccination status, is it safe for my

kids to play on sports teams with

other kids?

It is not safe for children with

underlying health conditions to play

full contact sports at this time. The

Oregon Department of Education

and the Oregon School Activities

Association recommend other

options for kids playing sports. More

information can be found at:

bit.ly/OSAASportsGuidance

If a pregnant woman gets

vaccinated against COVID-19, does

her unborn baby also get immunity

against COVID-19?

There are currently studies to look at

how immunity transfers from mother

to baby. It will be a few years until

we know the answer to that

question.
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