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Notice of Measure Election AUG 26 2015 SEL 801 

Name of County or Cou 

August26,2015 Benton November 3, 2015 

The following is the final ballot title of the measure to be submitted to the county's voters. 

Caption 10 words which reasonably identifies the subject of the measure 

BONDS TO CONSTRUCT JAIL, REDUCE EARLY RELEASE, INCREASE STAFF SAFETY 

Question 20 words which plainly phrases the chief purpose of the measure 

Shall county construct jail, increase staff safety, add treatment program space; issue bonds not exceeding 25 million dollars? 

If the bonds are approved, they will be payable from taxes on property or property ownership that are not subject to the limits 
of sections 11 and 11 b, Article XI of the Oregon Constitution . 

Summary 175 words which concisely and impartially summarizes the measure and its major effect 

If approved, this measure would provide funds for Benton County to issue up to $25 million of general obligation bonds to finance 
construction costs for a new adult corrections facility. 

A new jail would increase officer safety, add additional space for mental health and addiction treatment programs, and help keep 
offenders from being released early. The new jail would house approximately 110 inmates and provide approximately 20 work release 
beds. 

Bond proceeds would allow Benton County to construct and install infrastructure , construct, equip and furnish the jail; and the 
financing of all necessary related costs and improvements. 

Benton County estimates the bonds would mature in twenty-one (21) years or less from issuance and be issued in one or more 
series. Bonds will also finance issuance costs. The County estimates property owners would pay $0.26 per $1 ,000 of assessed value 
per year. The actual rate may vary depending upon interest rates , change in assessed value and amount of bonds sold. 

Explanatory statement required 

[i] Yes D No 

Oves 0No 

Oves D No 

-7 By signing this document, 1 hereby state that I am authorized by the county to submit this Notice of Measure Election and I certify 
that notice of receipt of ballot title has been published and the ballot title challenge process for this measure completed . 

Title 

Benton County Counsel 
Work Phone 
541-766-6890 

I Date Signed 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT FOR BENTON COUNTY VOTERS' PAMPHLET 
Each governing body is required to submit an Explanatory Statement 

if a County Voters' Pamphlet will be printed for the Election. 

D Primary Election 
MMIDD/YYYY 

D General Election ~ Special Election 11/03/2015 
MM/DDIYYYY MM/DD/YYYY 

Measure Number District Submitting Statement 

2-91 Benton County 

489 
Total Words: This Statement must not exceed 500 words. 

Vance M. Croney County Counsel 
Printed Name: ;,-.. Title: ______________ _ 

Signature: Date:_(/-+--· -J-/ _· _L_/ ""'J ________ _ 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Explanatory Statement must be typewritten on 8 1/2" X 11" white paper and attached to this form. They 
must consist of words and numbers only. Charts, graphics or photographs are not acceptable. 

2. The word total cannot exceed 500 words and must be indicated on the filed statement. A word is 
considered anything with white space on either side of it, including bullets and dashes. Indentions are 
considered word spaces. 

3. If the Explanatory Statement exceeds the word limit, the Elections Office shall end the statement at 500 
words. 

4. The Explanatory Statement shall be signed by the person responsible for the content of the statement. His/ 
her name should also be printed. Include his/her title, and the name of the governing body the person 
represents. 

5. The Explanatory Statement shall be filed in the same office as the measure is filed. 

6. Filing deadline for Explanatory Statement is the same as the filing deadline for measures. 
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rime: d 'rjO AM/~ 
Deputy: __ _,&J~---

Purpose 

EXHIBIT "A" 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

This measure would authorize Benton County to issue up to $25 million of bonds to build and 
equip a new correctional facility and work release facility that would expand capacity and 
increase staff safety. 

Current Capacity Issues 
The current Benton County Jail has a maximum capacity of 40 inmates. Beginning in 2000, 
voters approved new taxes for Benton County to rent an additional 40 beds in other counties. 
The rental beds are contingent on space availability in the other counties and the per bed rental 
rate increases annually. 

Increase Correctional Facility Staff Safety 
The proposed new correctional facility would be designed to keep staff and inmates safe. 
Improvements would include air systems to prevent the spread of communicable diseases and a 
layout with views from a central control room and cell blocks that could be easily monitored and 
secured. 

Treatment Programs 
The proposed new correctional facility would have additional space for programs to treat mental 
health and substance abuse addiction. The additional correctional facility beds would allow 
inmates to remain in Benton County where case workers can address individual needs and ensure 
a continuity of care upon release. In addition, the new correctional facility would have space for 
classes for offenders to learn skills and get stable jobs in the community. 

Alternative Sentencing and Sanctions 
A larger correctional facility would strengthen alternative sentencing and sanctions by adding 
work release and improving inmate work crew programs. The correctional facility would have 
space to house offenders who violate the terms of these programs, providing incentives for 
completion of alternative sentencing programs. 

Benton County would continue its strong commitment to alternative sentencing and sanctions 
including: 

• a day reporting center; 
• community service work crews; 
• electronic home detention; 
• Drug Treatment Court 

Location and Size 
The proposed correctional facility would be designed to house approximately 11 0 inmates and 
20 work release beds. It is estimated that the average daily population would remain lower than 
the 11 0 inmate maximum due to inmate classification requirements. The county has taken an 
option to purchase property at a currently vacant site between Philomath and Corvallis. The site 
is 15.3 acres in size, with nearby roads and utilities. The site is currently zoned for heavy 
industrial use. 

(Submitted by the Benton County Board of Commissioners) 



Operations 
The proposed new correctional facility would be more resource efficient and would be designed 
to operate with similar staffing levels to the current jail. Additionally, deputies currently assigned 
to transport inmates to rental beds would be partially reassigned to the correctional facility. The 
correctional facility would also increase nursing staff to accommodate additional inmates held in 
Benton County, as well as reduce trips to the emergency room. 

Tax Impact 
The general obligation bonds would be paid for over a period of no more than 21 years. The 
estimated maximum annual tax cost would be $0.26 per $1,000 of assessed value. A property 
with an assessed value of $100,000 would pay approximately $26 annually or $2.17 per month. 
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(Submitted by the Benton County Board of Commissioners) 


