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POTENTIAL ROAD CLOSURE LOCATIONS DUE TO FLOODING 
IN BENTON COUNTY

City of Adair Village
City of Albany
City of Corvallis
City of Monroe
City of Philomath

These Cities manage their respective floodplains

Incorporated Cities in Benton County

A combination of conditions creates seasonal flooding in 
Benton County. Flooding occurs when climate, weather 
patterns, geology and/or hydrology combine to create 
conditions where river and stream waters flow outside of 
their main channel and over spill the banks. 

The county is typically impacted by riverine and urban 
flooding. Riverine flooding is the overbank flooding of 

rivers and streams, and urban flooding can result from 
the conversion of land from fields or wooded areas to 
parking lots and roads.

During flood conditions, emergency road notifications 
are posted on the county’s website. Visit co.benton.
or.us/publicworks/page/emergency-road-notifications 
to view notifications.

FLOODPLAIN INFORMATION  

In most cases the county can determine the floodplain 
information listed below for a particular property. In some 
cases, it may be necessary to hire a licensed land surveyor, 
engineer or architect to make the determinations below. 
For more information about the topics below, contact the 
Benton County Development Department at 541-766-
6819.

• Is your property located within the Special Flood 
Hazard Area?

• What is the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) zone for 
your property?

• What is the approximate base flood elevation (if 
available) for your property?

• Is there an elevation certificate on file for a specific 
building? and 

• Is your property located within a designated floodway?

CONSULT FLOODPLAIN MANAGER

County staff is available to discuss property-specific 
floodplain information, flood insurance requirements, 
retrofitting recommendations, drainage issues, and other 

flood protection measures.  In some cases, staff may be 
available to schedule a site visit. 

Contact the Community Development Department at 541-
766-6819 or co.benton.or.us/cd prior to undertaking any 
development activity within the floodplain.

TIPS TO PROTECT YOURSELF AND 
YOUR PROPERTY

• Know flood warning signals 

• Keep debris and trash out of streams, ditches and 
culverts.

• Buy flood insurance early. Usually there is a 30-day 
waiting period on new flood insurance policies.

• Designate a place where your family can rendezvous 
in case you cannot access your family property.

• Check your route using TripCheck.com before you 
depart for your destination.

• Avoid driving through water on the road. A car can be 
carried away by less than two feet of water.

• Sign up for the Linn-Benton Alert notification system 
at co.benton.or.us/sheriff/page/emergency-alert.

Floods are the nation’s most common and costly natural disaster and cause 
millions of dollars in damage every year. The damage from just one inch of water 
can cost more than $20,000. Floods can happen anywhere—more than 20% of 
flood claims come from properties outside the high risk flood zone.

You’re receiving this publication because county records 
indicate some portion of your property is within the 
FEMA-designated floodplain in Benton County.

On behalf of its property owners, the county has 
participated in the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) for the past 15 years. 

The county has earned a Class 7 rating which results 
in a 15% discount on flood insurance premiums for 

Benton County Community Development
SW Avery Ave
Corvallis, OR 97333

properties located in a floodplain and 5% discount for 
properties located outside a floodplain. 

Precipitation varies over the county, depending on 
location and elevation. Flooding most commonly occurs 
between November and March when storms from the 
Pacific bring intense and sustained rainfall into the 
area. Sustained rainfall often results in simultaneous 
flooding of all streams, but heavy rains coupled with 
snowmelt can result in larger floods.

LIVING IN A FLOODPLAIN IN BENTON COUNTY

BE PREPARED: SEASONAL FLOODING IN BENTON COUNTY



INSTALL FLOOD OPENINGS TO PROTECT 
YOUR HOME

Flood openings installed in your home’s foundation walls 
will help you protect your investment and also can save you 
money. 

During a flood, if water pressure inside and outside your 
foundation can’t equalize quickly enough the pressure 
difference can break the foundation, making your home 
unsafe to live in and expensive to repair. Flood insurance 
is almost always less expensive on buildings with flood 
openings because of the reduced potential for costly 
foundation damage.

Homes built before Flood Insurance Rate Maps often were 
not constructed with flood openings. Fortunately, it is easy 
to retrofit crawlspace foundations with flood openings. 

Make sure those flood openings remain ready to do their 
job. Flood openings must not be covered, stuffed with 
foam or closed. They must remain open and free of debris. 
Engineered flood openings are available that can remain 
closed in all but flood conditions. These openings must be 
properly installed and certified by a licensed professional 
engineer. Contact your county floodplain manager for more 
information.

Properly installed flood openings pay for themselves very 
quickly. Visit with your flood insurance agent to learn what 
you need to do and how much you can save per year.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR FLOOD 
INSURANCE DISCOUNT

Standard property insurance does not cover flood damage, 
so you should consider purchasing flood insurance. If 
you don’t have flood insurance yet, you will automatically 
receive a 15% discount if your Benton County property is 
in a mapped floodplain or a 5% discount if your property is 
outside the floodplain.

These discounts are available because many county 
departments are working together to make sure 
community members have access to lower flood insurance 
rates. Benton County’s National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) Class 7 rating is established through ongoing and 
proactive participation in the NFIP’s Community Rating 
System. Similar discounts are also available for properties 
located in the cities of Albany and Corvallis. 

There are many reasons why purchasing flood insurance 
is a good idea if you live in or near a floodplain; the most 
important of which is that it is required for many home 
mortgages. If a lending bank discovers that a property 
should have flood insurance but does not, it will send a 45-
day notice letter forcing the property owner, who is paying 
the mortgage to the bank, to acquire a flood insurance 
policy.

Contact your insurance agent today to make sure your 
flood insurance policy is current.

YOU CAN HELP PREVENT FLOODING

A great deal of the ability to decrease flood risk is under 
property owners’ control by maintaining drainage systems 
properly.

Plugged culverts can cause water to back up and flood 
roads and property. Avoid disposing of leaves and cuttings 
in ditches and drainage ways because they can get washed 
into culverts, causing blockage. 

Every fall, Public Works utilizes corrections work crews to 
clear culvert openings to keep them from plugging and 
causing floods. Public Works also cleans sediment and 
material from county ditches on a rotational basis.

Sometimes when drainage way blockages occur, they are 
caused by wildlife. Public Works and other agencies also 
deal with beaver dams in county rights-of-way when they 
block the flow of water in ditches.

Additional things that property owners can do to 
lessen the risk of flooding by keeping water flowing and 
minimize maintenance costs, include:

• Keep leaves, yard cuttings and other materials out 
of drainage ways and ditches;

• Clean out plugged driveway culvert openings;

• Clear out things blocking water flow through 
culverts; and,

• If it can’t be cleared, contact Public Works to 
request assistance. This should be a last option 
because Benton County has limited resources and 
few people to spare on many small projects for 
individual landowners.

For more information, those interested can contact 
Benton County Public Works at 541-766-6821.

LINN BENTON ALERT: IT’S LIKE 911, 
BUT IT CALLS YOU!

When there’s an emergency in your neighborhood, you 
want to know about it right now. 

That’s exactly why Linn and Benton Counties have 
partnered to offer the Linn-Benton Alert notification 
system.  When disaster strikes – whether it’s a natural 
disaster, fugitive loose in your neighborhood, or a missing 
person – you will receive critical safety instructions.

The address-based system targets emergency messages 
to specific neighborhoods in Linn and Benton counties, 
giving timely, accurate information to keep you safe.  
This local system is separate from, but complementary 
to, national systems such as AMBER alert, and the new 
mobile phone alert series.  Signing up up for local alerts 
means that you will have the most important information 
soonest.

Registration is free and online.  For more information or to 
sign up, go to the Benton County Sheriff’s Office website at 
co.benton.or.us/sheriff/page/emergency-management 
and click on “Emergency Alert” signup.

All landline telephones already receive the emergency 
messages, but many of us receive information via email, 
text messaging, and cell phones. Sign up to receive 
emergency messages and then select your preferred  
notification method. 

If you don’t live nearby, but own property or have loved 
ones here, you can participate as well.  Subscribe to 
receive messages with the same options as residents for 
notification, including cell phone, email, text messages, 
or prioritizing multiple telephone numbers. 

FLOOD ADVISORIES, WATCHES AND 
WARNINGS

Watches and Warnings are issued by the National Weather 
Service and alert communities to the threat of conditions 
that are favorable to hazardous weather. Obtain forecasts, 
advisories, watches and warnings via local radio (550 
AM KOAC) and television stations, the National Weather 
Service website for Portland or via NOAA Weather Radio 
that broadcasts forecasts and warnings 24 hours a day.

Advisories are issued for less serious weather conditions 
that may cause inconvenience, but life and property are 
usually not at risk if caution is exercised.

A Watch means that conditions are favorable for the 
development of hazardous weather. Flood watches are 
issued 12 to 72 hours in advance of an event where 
conditions are favorable for flooding, but flooding is not 
certain. In other words, the risk for dangerous weather 
has increased significantly, but its location and/or timing 
are still uncertain. Due to this uncertainty, watches cover 
general areas. A watch may be upgraded to a warning, 
downgraded to an advisory, or cancelled.

Warnings mean hazardous weather is occurring, imminent, 
or has a very high probability of occurrence. Flood warnings 
are issued when a river is expected to reach flood stage. 
Warnings are issued for weather conditions that pose a 
threat to life and property. Warnings may be extended in 
time or area coverage or cancelled.

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF AN EVACUATION 
IS ORDERED DUE TO FLOODING?

• Evacuate the flood hazard area in times of impending 
flood or when advised to do so by authorities.

• Turn off all electric circuits at the fuse panel or 
disconnect switches. If this is not possible, turn off 
or disconnect all electrical appliances. Shut off water 
services and gas valves in your home. 

• Be prepared in advance with a detailed checklist – 
warning of an impending flood may provide little time 
for preparation prior to evacuation.

Benton County Flood Information 
541-766-6819, co.benton.or.us/cd/
page/floodplain-information

Find information about:

• Instructions for how to use BentonMaps to obtain 
floodplain information

• BentonMaps (with the floodplain layer turned on)

• Floodplain Development Permit application

• Benton County Development Code floodplain 
regulations

• Effects of flooding in Benton County

• Community Rating System participation

• Flood-related services provided by Benton County

• Floodplain development tips & requirements

• How to obtain a floodplain development permit

Benton County Emergency Management
541-766-6864, co.benton.or.us/sheriff/
page/emergency-management

Find information about:

• Linn-Benton Alert

• Emergency preparedness planning, resources, and 
tips

• Hazard preparedness

• Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
information & training opportunities

• Flood information

• Business continuity/hazard specific planning

• Benton County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 
information

Benton County Road Closures 
541-766-6821, co.benton.or.us/publicworks 

Oregon Department of Transportation “Trip Check”
Dial 511 from your cell phone, tripcheck.com

FEMA information for Property Owners
fema.gov/information-property-owners

Benton County Sand Bag Information

Benton County, 541-766-6821

• Benton County Public Works 360 S.W. Avery Ave.  
(7:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Monday - Friday)

• North 20th Street, Philomath

• Benton County Fairgrounds 53rd Street, Corvallis

• Adair Park Parking Lot Arnold Avenue, Adair Village

City of Corvallis, 541-766-6916

• Wilson Elementary, 2701 NW Satinwood

• Cheldelin Middle School, 987 NE Conifer Blvd

• Lincoln Elementary, 110 SE Alexander Ave.

• Corvallis High School, 1400 NW Buchanan Ave.

• Grant Avenue Baptist Church, 1625 NW Grant Ave.

• Corvallis  509J  School  District  Office,                                                               
1555 SW 35th St.

• Circle Boulevard, 500 ft east of Walnut Boulevard,    
on the north side of the street, across from HP

City of Philomath, 541-929-3579

• Philomath Public Works, 1515 Willow Lane

National Flood Insurance Program
floodsmart.gov  

Find information about:

• Flood Risks (what causes flooding, understanding 
flood risk, etc.)

• Understanding flood maps

• Residential & commercial flood insurance

• Policyholder resources

• Flood insurance agent locator

• National Flood Insurance Program information

BENTON COUNTY AND NATIONAL FLOOD RESOURCES


