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               MINUTES 
 

                             ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EIAC) 
                          December 1, 2016 

                        Avery Large Conference Room 
                     360 SW Avery Ave., Corvallis, Oregon 

 

Committee Members Present:   
Max Ahmad       Thomas Pfleeger 
Hank Erbele      John Sarna   

 Richard Heggen     David Smith  
Debra Higbee-Sudyka    Jennifer Ward  
Jan Napack        
 

Committee Members Absent: 
 Jackie Hastings 

John Luna  
 

Staff Members Present:   
Kathy Goss (Recorder)    Josh Wheeler 
Sean McGuire 
      

Guests: 
 Randy Comeleo 
 
Meeting Called to Order at 12:05 pm 

 
I. ADMINSTRATION: 

 Introduction of New Member:  Max Ahmad shared his background and his interest in 
EIAC.  

 Approval of November 2016 Minutes:  ACTION:  Richard moved to accept the 
November 2016 Minutes; Jennifer seconded; the Motion carried 9-0. 

 Monitor Nephalameter:  Tom would like someone to take over his position of monitoring 
the nephalameter. It monitors the ambient air for the DEQ (accumulated information 
can be found on the internet). The task is to go to the Fire Department on Circle Blvd. 
twice a month for 15 minutes.  Jan volunteered to take his place.   
 

II. OLD BUSINESS 

 Follow up action items from November meeting:  Would like to have the email 
responses from the Fall Forum shared with the members. 

 Renewable Diesel Progress Report:   
o David sent the draft to two state agencies and they responded with good comments.  

He will distribute them to whoever is interested. 
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o The best comment was that we should come to an agreement with our goals for the 
recommendation. Examples: how much are we willing to pay for rated renewable 
diesel or do we want to take a stand on palm oil diesel, etc.?   

o What does the City of Corvallis think about this issue?  Debra tried connecting with 
the Fleet Manager but was not successful.  Jennifer said she is willing to be the 
liaison. A suggested person to contact is Scott with Sustainability. Maybe we should 
invite them to the next subcommittee meeting. 

o What is OSU’s position? 
o If the committee sees any articles regarding palm oil, please send them to David.   
 

III. NEW BUSINESS:   

 2040 Thriving Communities Initiative  (Sean) 
o This committee is a community-led partnership formed to help guide the 

Commissioners for the next 25 years.  What are the core values of Benton County’s 
residents?  How do we realign the budget process?  

o The Committee is working with the City to receive their raw data to be compared 
with the data we receive. 

o Sean then asked this Committee the following three questions asked to other groups 
throughout the County. 

o Question #1:  What do you like about living here?   
 There are a lot of small groups (dozens) that share social objectives.   
 It doesn’t snow all the time. 
 Like the “rural-ness” and outdoor activities, closeness to the mountains and 

ocean. 
 Location, natural areas and small population. 
 Great natural resources and livability – don’t have to lock their doors.  
 Connectivity and self-sufficiency; there are lots of enterprises and we need to 

continue to support them. 
 Minimize the sprawl.  Philomath, Adair and Monroe are growing but they are 

distinct and they should stay that way (not one big area). 
 Should be more diverse – how do we do encourage that? Good things happen 

when it is more diverse. 
 Would like the small town atmosphere to stay.  Difficult to do because of OSU.    
 Concerned about OSU’s uncontrolled growth and the congestion. Don’t like the 

direction it’s growing - dominating the community. They need to take more 
responsibility. 

 OSU currently has 25,000 students (10 years ago there were 14,000).  They 
have done this without working with the City, which continues to be bullied 
by OSU. 

 They don’t pay their fair share of community fees which is taking advantage 
of Corvallis.  

 They advertise they are the most livable community of the Pac 12 – feel 
Corvallis is being exploited. 
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 There is controversy about parking, single family homes becoming multi-
student rooms in a home; and multi-story buildings (which are good for 
students), but who will want them later when enrollment is down. 

o Question #2:  What do you want the county to be like in the next 25 
years?   
 Would like to see a bike path from Corvallis to Albany along the river. (Josh 

shared there is a community event on December 13th at Waldorf School for 
everyone regarding the bike path.)   

 Concerned about the traffic on Philomath Blvd. because of the number of 
annexations in Philomath.  

 Take the challenge to moving forward with civilization and get away from using 
fossil fuels. 

 More mass transportation before it is too late.  Taxpayers pay for the free bus 
service for the students.  Would like it to be more open about what OSU’s 
contributions are to transportation.   

 “20 Minute Neighborhoods” – within 20 minutes, walk to all locations such as 
healthcare, gas, food, hardware, etc.  

 Become more self-sufficient to sustain natural disasters. Have more planning for 
natural disasters.  If there is a major disaster in California or Portland and people 
move here – how do we plan for that? Preparedness action plans should be in 
place.  (Marion and Polk Counties are very proactive.) Benton Co. Sherriff’s 
department is in charge of our emergency plans. They will provide any 
information to those who are interested. 

o Question #3:  How do we get there? 
 How can individuals embrace and invest? We aren’t the first ones to face these 

challenges.   
 Through community stimulation – investigate other communities and share 

success stories to provide incentives for us to be willing to step up.   
 Not be dictated to. We need more feedback instead of more questions. 
 As information is being digested, make sure there is adequate feedback with 

mechanisms to meet these goals. 
 What kind of zoning rules are set up for “20 Minute Neighborhoods”?   
 Increase in self-sufficiency. 
 Florence has a strong emergency plan – pods with emergency items in them. 
 Maintain good health and safety of environment. 

o The No. 1 priority for the 2040 Committee is to build relationships and trust. A set of 
core values will be identified in the spring.  How can we realign our public services 
and budget to meet these core values?  The main goal is to have it fully imple-
mented by 2019.    

 
IV. New Business  

 Fall Forum Feedback 
o Lawsuit filed by Linn County: There will be an open forum with the Commissioners.  

The Commissioners would like to know if the County should be a part of the lawsuit 
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or withdraw from it.  They have 90 days to respond.  Josh said Laurie will send out 
the information regarding the forum. Action Items:  Josh said Laurie will send 
out the information regarding the forum. Debra will supply some facts 
about O&C lands with regards to acreage and revenue, etc. for the next 
meeting.   

o Environmental Laws and Etiquette: One guest shared that in her neighborhood, 
students are not behaving like good neighbors. She believes it is a lack of 
knowledge and appreciation from foreigners. It would be good for new members of 
the community to be educated on some common courtesies. This issue could be 
very time consuming and beyond our expertise to address. Our main goal is to 
support the BOC and what is important to them. We can also bring issues to them. 
As a County, we have provided all kinds of opportunities for education on 
environmental issues. (Note: We should make sure to get contact information from 
those asking questions so we can follow up with them.) 

 Hollingsworth & Voss: They recently had a meeting and announced they are going to 
install a monitoring system. Marilyn Koenitzer is pleased with the DEQ’s actions. Jan 
and Debra are continuing to monitor this issue. 

 Habitat Conservation Plan: This is done through the Parks Department and a report is 
submitted annually. (Josh mentioned that when the County does engineering projects, 
they check the plan first). 

 Photovoltaic Panels for Remodeling the County Buildings: Per Josh, the BOC has 
directed the County to look at every option for solar energy sources. If it works, then 
we will do it. Several years ago, Chris Bielenberg did a study of where the best place 
would be to put solar energy. Question: Can this Committee be a resource for Facilities? 
Josh will check with Chris and get back to the Committee, but any help would be 
greatly appreciated. 

 
V. Public Input:  Non-Lethal Deterrent Grant Application by Randy Comeleo 

o The first page is a summary of the proposal put together last summer for the BOC.  
(They have reviewed it again since the recent public meetings. Over 100 people 
attended the three events.) This is an outline of what they are proposing. 

o This is a draft of the program currently being used in Montana.  It is a more proactive 
plan than what is currently being used in the County.   

o They are proposing to run it concurrently with the current lethal control program and it 
will be presented at the budget meeting next spring. 

o How can this Committee support you?  Randy would like to have an ad-hoc committee 
help put data together for him to help explain this grant program (which is about 
$20,000).   

o A number of ranchers had never heard of this approach, so education will be the first 
part of the program.  The measure is to have no loss of livestock. 

o Is there any federal funding available for these programs? Yes, a 50% match.  
o Action Item:  At the next meeting, discuss creating an ad-hoc committee 

and let Randy know who it is. (Josh suggested having an answer by the February 
meeting in order to be prepared for the Budget Committee.) 
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VI. NEXT MEETING:  January 5, 2017 

VII. ADJOURNMENT:  1:37 pm   


