
Mental Health, Addictions, and Developmental Disabilities Advisory Committee 
(MHADDAC) 

January 6, 2015 

 

Present: Jon Tripp, Eleanor Daniels, John Wolcott, Tom Giles, Helen Cunha, Dianne Farrell, 
Diana Allen, and Lisa Pierson 

 

Excused: Robert Reff 
 
Absent: Steve Vets 
 
Staff: Kelly Volkmann, Mitch Anderson, Jasper Smith, Araceli Mendes, and Tammy 

Shandy (recorder) 
 
 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Meeting was called to order at 5:16 pm by John Wolcott, interim Chair.   
 
 
II. Nominations and Election for Chair and Vice Chair Positions. 

Per the MHADDAC Bylaws, at the beginning of each year (January) MHADDAC is 
required to nominate and elect the Chair and Vice Chair positions. 
 
Wolcott opened the floor for nominations for the Chair position.  Wolcott volunteered to 
take on the Chair position.  No other nominations were noted.  A vote for the Chair was put 
forward and was passed by a unanimous vote.   Wolcott will be the Chair for 2015. 
 
Wolcott opened the floor for nominations for the Vice Chair position.  Cunha asked if 
Daniels was interested in the Vice Chair position; she declined due to heavy school 
schedule at this time.  Cunha volunteered to take on the Vice Chair position.  No other 
nominations were noted.  A vote for the Vice Chair was put forward and was passed by 
unanimous vote.  Cunha will be the new Vice Chair for 2015. 

  
 
III. Approval of October and November 2014 Minutes 

The October and November 2014 minutes were presented for approval.   
 
Motion was made by Helen Cunha to approve the October 2014 minutes as written.  
Jon Tripp seconded the motion, so approved by unanimous vote.    
 
Motion was made by Helen Cunha to approve the November 2014 minutes as 
written.  Jon Tripp seconded the motion, so approved by unanimous vote (Giles 
abstained).    

 
 
IV. Announcements 

Anderson – 
 Daniels wrote an excellent letter to the editor on the Benton County Jail to the 

Corvallis Gazette-Times. 
 



 The three regional county meetings are still happening monthly.  The group is 
looking at blended services and relationships between advisories.   
 

 The county is starting their budget planning for the biennium.   
 
 

V. Community Feedback 
 Cunha expressed concern regarding the recent incident at one of the coast bridges.  

Discussion followed.  Pierson stated that Trillium is putting together a resource 
guide.  Anderson reported that the 211 resource is being updated. 
     

 Pierson voiced that there still is not a comment box for comment cards in the front 
lobby.  In addition, the comment cards still need to be updated with instructions.  
  

 
 
VI. Strategic Focus Planning – OHP Re-Enrollment – Araceili Mendes  

Mendes provided a PowerPoint presentation 
 
Highlights from the presentation are: 
 

 Cover Oregon was not a failure 

 Community partner program worked well even though the portal didn’t function as 

planned 

 Approximately 448,839 Oregonians were enrolled in health insurance 

 Benton County Health Services received two grants to provide outreach, enrollment 

services.  Grant provided funding for new staff and outreach support 

 Health Navigation Outreach and Enrollment team are all certified as application 

assistors 

 Referrals can come from any Benton County Health staff and can help community 

members 

 Cover Oregon enrollment through 12/1/2014: 

o Qualified Health Plans 107,587 

o Oregon Health Plan 341,252 

o Total Dental Enrollments 20,793 

 Benton County Health Department Numbers: 

o New applications 1,865 

o Number of people who applied 3,104 

o Number eligible for Oregon Health Plan 2,791 

o Renewal applications 165 



o Number of people who re-applied 401 

o Clients of the clinic 1,019 

o Brochures / Information given out 13,240 

o Community meetings and events 90 

 Must be a US citizen or a legal permanent resident for the last 5 years to qualify 

 Cover Oregon is no longer – Oregon is now using the Federal Exchange 

 Currently in the open enrollment period for Qualified Health Plans 

 OHP enrollment and re-enrollment ongoing 

 Outreach strategies – Community partners, school, dental and rural outreach 

 Community-Specific Outreach: 

o Linguistically specific 

o Incarcerated 

o Homeless 

 
VII. Agenda Items 

February 

 Homeless Shelter Representative 

 New Psychiatric Hospital 

March 
 Community Resources – Youth and Young Adults 

 Drug and Alcohol Detox 

 Communication 

 
 

Adjourned at 6:30 pm 


