
 
Mental Health, Addictions, and Developmental Disabilities Advisory Committee 

(MHADDAC) 
November 1, 2016 

 
 

 

Present: Dianne Farrell, Barbara Mullins, Steve Vets, Bryant Seton, Diana Allen, Tom Giles 
and Amy Young 

 
Excused: Helen Cunha and John Wolcott 
 
Absent: Eleanor Daniels, Lisa Pierson, Jon Tripp, Andrea Thornberry, and Andrea Myhre 
 
Staff: Mitch Anderson and Tammy Shandy (recorder) 
 
 
 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 
 Meeting called to order at 5:19 pm by Barbara Mullins. 
 
 
II. Approval of September and October 2016 Minutes 

The September and October 2016 minutes were presented; no quorum for approval.  The 
minutes will be approved at the December meeting. 
 

 
III. Community Feedback and Announcements 

 

Farrell 
 Reported that she recently heard that residents at the Sequoia House run by 

Shangri La take their food and stay in their rooms.  The food is not good, only 
microwaved and no veggies.  Meal times seem to have no social interaction or 
nutritional food.  Committee members recommended that Farrell suggest the person 
who observed the situation register a complaint with the state and cc the Sequoia 
House.  Anderson stated that Kenny Lowe, Housing Specialist can help the person 
write the complaint if needed. 
 

 Handed out a paper - $20 Million in Funding for Mental Health Housing Now 
Available from Chris Bouneff, Executive Director of NAMI Oregon.  Anderson 
explained details to this funding, and how the money works for construction, land, 
and other costs.  Only a certain percentage of units can be reserved for the mentally 
ill, can’t specifically reserve as this violates fair housing.  It is not feasible for Benton 
County to put in an application for this funding as other sources of funding have not 
been identified.  

 
Giles 

 Announced that the Residential Facility Ombudsman office will be starting to visit 
Benton County developmental diversity group homes and foster homes in the 
middle of next month.     The resident ombudsman will take complaints and 
advocate for the resident.  More information will be provided next month.   
 
 



 
Anderson 

 Announced he has been working with Carolyn Fisher from Samaritan around 
resources for youth, in particular suicide prevention/intervention.  Anderson has 
worked with the State to get some funds for a pilot for young adults and kids – 
Emergency Diversion (ED).  The hope is that the Samaritan Emergency Department 
will be able to provide a portion of the funding to secure a full time person who 
would provide resources supports to all ages presenting at the ED around suicide.  
 

 Reported that he has been negotiating with Youth Move on expanding safety net 
building for youth.  The components would include activities for youth, how to help 
and talk to friends, and parent education. 
 

Mullins 
 Reported that a mental health crisis/resource app that will be rolling out soon.  It will 

be customized to local areas.  Information will be shared about the app as it moves 
forward. 
 
 

IV. Old Business 
 Homework Assignment 

Peter Banwarth, Epidemiologist is in attendance to pick up the Community Health 
Improvement Plan (CHIP) evaluation homework assignment from MHADDAC members.  
Any member who forgot theirs today can email their paperwork to Shandy.  Feedback is 
appreciated and comments/ideas will probably be incorporated.  Banwarth will provide at 
the next meeting the data mapping for the behavioral health addendum for MHADDAC 
members to review. 
 
Strategic Planning 
Mullins reviewed the bylaws homework assignment – 5 function areas of the committee.  
Members discussed strategic planning ideas. Young commented that she would like to see 
regular attendance by staff / managers at MHADDAC meetings.  She feels that the 
committee’s role is to formalize relationships with the community and appropriate agencies 
in order to have the best chance of action items come to fruition. 
 
Giles suggested dedicating a timeframe, such as 3-4 months for each program area – 
Mental Health, Addictions, and Developmental Diversity.  During that time period, focus on 
a specific topic that the entire membership decides upon.  Suggestion is to start with 
Mental Health.  Members in attendance agreed this would be a good idea.  
 
Mullins stated the priorities should be focused around the Benton County Health 
Department (BCHD) CHIP.  The BCHD done a community process with multiply 
community meetings where the community provided the input and development of the 
priorities within the CHIP.  Important for MHADDAC to continue with that process.  
Anderson suggested it would be valuable for the committee to do a deeper dive in certain 
areas and translate what people are looking for.  
 
Decision was made to schedule a 3 hour facilitated meeting in January and to start the 
focus on Mental Health.  Anderson will ask Tatiana Dierwetcher, Healthy Communities 
Manager to provide facilitation.  Shandy will send out doodle poll to members on meeting 
dates.  Shandy will also again send out to members the Community Health Improvement 



Plan highlighted document - Benton County Mental Health and Behavioral Health Priorities 
and Success.   
 
 

 
VII. December Agenda Items 

 Behavior Health Assessment Update  – Peter Banwarth 
 Planning Session for January 
 Nomination and Election of Chair and Vice Chair Positions 

 
January Agenda: 

 Strategic Planning 3 hour session:  Start with State of the Mental Health System – 
Mitch Anderson  
 

 
 
Adjourned at 6:20 pm 


