
Mental Health, Addictions, and Developmental Disabilities Advisory Committee 
(MHADDAC) 

December 1, 2015 
 

 

Present: John Wolcott, Lisa Pierson, Jon Tripp, Andrea Myhre, Helen Cunha,  
Andrea Thornberry, Dianne Farrell, and Bryant Seton  

 

Excused: Robert Reff, Amy Young, and Tom Giles 
 
Absent: Steve Vets and Eleanor Daniels   
 
Staff: Jeanne Gregg and Tammy Shandy (recorder) 
 
Guests:  
 
 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Meeting was called to order at 5:17 pm by John Wolcott, Chair.   
 
 
II. Approval of November 2015 Minutes 

The November 2015 minutes were not presented for approval.   
 
III. Community Feedback and Announcements 

 

Wolcott -  
 Benton County Jail levy did not pass 
 Housing First and the organization that sponsored the women’s shelter during the 

winter have joined forces into one organization.  A committee has been formed to 
keep the homeless folks out of downtown Corvallis 

 
Tripp - 

 Christmas Pageant  is happening tomorrow night at 7:30pm at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Corvallis 

 
 

IV. Old Business 
Substance Abuse Issues 
Will Bauscher, Division Chief of the Corvallis Fire Department Emergency Management 
Services and Greg Riddler, Undersheriff of Benton County, currently acting Sheriff are 
present today to provide an overview of their programs and answers questions regarding 
substance abuse in Benton County. 
 
Bauscher provided a handout that contained general overview, staffing, importance to 
community, and challenges.  In addition, he shared the following information: 
 

 Provides ambulance transportation services for majority of Benton County, 
portion of Linn and Polk Counties and small portion of Lane County totally 73 
square miles of ambulance calls.  There are a total of 3 ambulances staffed 
24/7. 
 



 Typical type of calls being responded to are general medical or crisis calls that 
deal with developmental disabilities, chronic ailments, alcoholism, 
homelessness, etc.   

 
 In 2014 the organization saw 4,804 patients who all had medical assessments. 

391 had some sort of drug or alcohol factor associated with their assessment.   
Of those 254 had provider impression where there is some sort of behavior or 
psychiatric issue; about 5% of the calls.  To qualify the 2014 data, prior to July 1 
2014, did not specifically track alcohol or drug indicators.   

 
 In 2015 to date the organization saw 4,516 patients with 605 of those having 

alcohol and other drug indicators, 230 presented with behavioral or psychiatric 
issues.  Approximately 13% of the calls they go out on have some sort of drug or 
alcohol issues associated with their complaint with 5% having behavioral issues.  
The biggest challenge they have is what to do with these folks.   

 
 The department ensures that individuals have a choice and honor those in 

keeping with their rights and civil liberties.  If they have capacity to refuse care 
then required to honor that decision.  This is about  25% - 30%  which involves 
non transport 

 
 When dealing with questionable capacity it can be difficult to figure out where to 

take the patient.  Getting the patient to the right place, in the right way, in the 
right time frame, and right mode of transportation to meet their needs.  The 
dilemma is that there is not a lot of choices which means the emergency room at 
Good Samaritan is the fall back.    

 
 Reimbursement issues have been a challenge.  In our community ambulances 

are fee for services and typically not tax based.  There are very few exceptions 
to this.  There is a fee charged for all transports, currently that fee is $1200 plus 
$18 per mile.  Typically this can be covered by insurance but can affect those 
with high deductible plans.  If a patient declines transport, and there is no 
advance life support or invasive procedures done, they will not be charged.  
Options are available for payment such as make payments with no interest or 
charitable write off process for low income. 

 
 Approximately 45% of the response calls to Oregon State University is related to 

alcohol.   
 

 Halloween night responded to 29 patients with confirmed alcohol indicators 
identified, 20 of those required transport.   

 
 Anecdotally seeing increase in opioid utilization, chronic use methadone in 

treatment and associated with abuse.  More concern is the alcohol use which is 
typical for the demographics.   

 
 Concerned regarding mental and behavioral health issues in the area right now.  

Seeing a fairly frequent increase in individuals that are “frequent users”.  There 
was an individual that was transported 11 times last month.  

 



 Just because individuals are taken to the hospital ER does not necessarily mean 
they will be admitted.   

 
 
Greg Riddler of Benton County Sheriff’s Office stated his background is in law 
enforcement.  He has been a police office for 32 years, with the last 10 years here in 
Benton County.  Currently he is transitioning into more of the Corrections and Parole and 
Probation side of things.  The following information was noted: 

 
 Jurisdiction is mostly outside City of Corvallis   

 
 Biggest impact is the influx of what to do with people in regards to the jail.   

 
 Similar to City of Corvallis EMS, law enforcement also has some frequent users.  

Short term solutions are only addressed for these types of callers instead of the 
ideal long term solutions. 
 

 Law enforcement also may take individuals to the hospital for evaluation if they 
refuse transport from EMS.   

 
 Drug Court can be successful for the individual who has the right attitude for the 

drug program and wants to succeed.  If an individual breaks drug court protocol 
and is sanctioned to jail then this usually kicks another person out of jail due to 
lack of room.  The drug court individual knows that they will only be put in jail for 
up to a few days since there isn’t enough room in the jail.  If the jail is “closed” 
then all that law enforcement can do is give a ticket and have them appear in 
drug court again.  There is no incentive for them to have good behavior.  The 
current jail is not effective.   

 
 The new jail would have provided those who were arrested and in need of 

mental health services to obtain services while incarcerated.   
 

 DUII first offenders are offered a diversion program.  The majorities of first 
offense individuals are aware of this program and immediately ask for it.  Taking 
away DUII offender’s license has not seemed as sufficient penalty, as there are 
many in the community with 2-3 DUII offenses and still driving while suspended.  
Law enforcement deals with this on a daily basis of people driving while 
suspended and having no insurance.  Giving them a ticket does not seem to 
influence them.  It’s about a 50% chance that when accidents happen that a 
driver has been suspended license and no insurance.   

 
 Oregon does not allow DUII check points. 

 
 Problem they deal with on a daily basis is those individuals say you can’t do 

anything to me.   
 

 For the most part, people have the right to do what they want in the privacy of 
their own home as long as it is not impacting society.   

 
 

 



Stepping Up Initiative Follow-Up 
This is a National Association of Counties Initiative to help provide technical assistance to 
build services and supports to divert individuals from jail, especially those dealing with 
mental health issues.  Benton County will be applying to the application process put out by 
SAMHSA’s GAINS Center.  The planning process would happen in late spring.  The state 
has also asked the GAINS Center to come out and provide a train the trainer session.  
There is also a national conference being planned for April and looking at sending folks to 
this conference.   
 
 

V. New Chair and Vice Chair Positions 
In January of each year MHADDAC members nominate and elect the Chair and Vice Chair 
positions. Wolcott asked members if they are interested in either positon to contact 
Tammy.  Election will happen at the January meeting.   

 
VI. November Agenda Items 
 

New Business 
 IHN-CCO Advisory and BLAC Advisory – Lisa Pierson 
 Nomination of Chair and Vice Chair Positions 

 
Adjourned at 6:31pm 


