
Mental Health, Addictions, and Developmental Disabilities Advisory Committee 
(MHADDAC) 

February 3, 2015 

 

Present: Jon Tripp, Eleanor Daniels, John Wolcott, Tom Giles, Dianne Farrell, and Lisa 
Pierson 

 

Excused: Robert Reff and Helen Cunha 
 
Absent: Steve Vets and Diana Allen 
 
Guest:  Andrea Thornberry 
 
Staff: Jeanne Nelson, Mitch Anderson, and Tammy Shandy (recorder) 
 
 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Meeting was called to order at 5:15 pm by John Wolcott, Chair.   
 
 
II. Approval of January 2015 Minutes 

The January 2015 minutes were presented for approval. 
 
Motion was made by Dianne Farrell to approve the January 2015 minutes as written.  
Jon Tripp seconded the motion, so approved by unanimous vote.    
 

 
III. Community Feedback 

Pierson – 
 Hilary Harrison has resigned from Oregon Family Support Network (OFSN) and 

MHADDAC.  This is a big loss for the committee and the community. Action:  
Pierson will draft a letter for Harrison and will route to members by email for 
comments and approval. 
 

 At the last Corvallis School District Board meeting there were noted concerns 
regarding the number of kids that need mental health.  There is a lack of services in 
the community for inpatient and outpatient care.  Action:  This item topic will be put 
on the agenda for the future. 
 
 

IV. Announcements 
 Wolcott - 

 Andrea Thornberry is in attendance today; she has a meeting with the Board of 
Commissioners tomorrow to become a new member of MHADDAC.  Andrea is on 
the Board for Center Against Rape & Domestic Violence (CARDV) and is the 
Executive Director of Heartland Human Society.   
     

 An open House at the new Oregon State Psychiatric Hospital in Junction City was 
last Thursday.  More detail will be provided later in the agenda. 

 



 Wolcott and Cunha had a good meeting with Anderson last week.  Agenda items 
have been set for the next several meetings. 

 
 Article in the Corvallis Gazette-Times on Sunday, January 25th on the new pilot – 

Alternative Payment Methodology (APM).  Newspaper article passed around. 
 

  
V. Old Business 
 
 Homeless Shelter Community 

Representatives from the homeless shelter community were not able to come to today’s 
meeting.  Both Gina Vee of Housing First, and Carrie Whitaker of Community Outreach 
Inc. will be attending our March meeting to discuss homelessness in Benton County.   

 
 

VI. New Business 
 
 Hours and Location of Meeting 

Wolcott polled the committee on whether the current date and time works for everyone or if 
there should be a suggested change.   
 
Motion was made by Jon Tripp to continue with the current meeting schedule.  
Dianne Farrell seconded the motion, so approved by a unanimous vote. 

 
 
 By-Laws Work Group 

MHADDAC By-Laws have not been reviewed / updated since August 5th, 2008.  Wolcott 
asked for volunteers to form a work group to review and provide recommendations for 
updates to the By-Laws.  The recommendations will be brought forward to the MHADDAC 
membership for feedback.  The Board of Commissioners will need to approve any 
suggested changes at one of their Tuesday Board meetings.    
 
The volunteers for the work group are Lisa Pierson, Helen Cunha, and Dianne Farrell.  
Farrell will chair the workgroup.   
 
 

 Psychiatric Hospital Tour 
Wolcott shared information from the psychiatric hospital tour in Junction City that he 
attended.  He felt it was well thought out and was impressed with the positive attitude.  The 
following were highlights from the tour: 
 

 Nice cafeteria 
 Kitchen Area 
 Beauty Parlor 
 Library 
 Class Rooms 
 GED and College Options  
 Physical Activities 
 Job Opportunities that pay Stipend/Minimum Wage 
 Graduated System - Earn the right to do things 



 500 workers when fully staffed 
 128 patients 
 3 staff per patient 
 

Discussion followed with committee and staff sharing views regarding a controlled 
environment and transition component. 

 
  

Training Mental Health Aides and Peers 
A basic training program for Mental Health Case Aides and Peers was brought forward. 
The idea would be to partner with Linn Benton Community College to develop curriculum 
that provides individuals with basic concepts on handling situations, similar to the Food 
Handlers program.  This item will be discussed further at the next meeting. 
 

 
VII. Agenda Items 

March 

 Old Business 

o By-Laws Work Group 

 New Business 

o Homeless Shelter Representative 

 
Adjourned at 6:40 pm 


