
Mental Health, Addictions, and Developmental Disabilities Advisory Committee 
(MHADDAC) 

March 3, 2015 
 

 

Present: Jon Tripp, Eleanor Daniels, John Wolcott, Tom Giles, Dianne Farrell, Dianna Allen, 
Robert Reff, and Helen Cunha 

 

Excused:  
 
Absent: Steve Vets, and Lisa Pierson 
 
Guest:  Kari Whitacre and Gina Vee 
 
Staff: Jeanne Nelson, Jasper Smith, Mitch Anderson, and Tammy Shandy (recorder) 
 
 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Meeting was called to order at 5:16 pm by John Wolcott, Chair.   
 
 
II. Approval of February 2015 Minutes 

The February 2015 minutes were presented for approval. 
 
Motion was made by Robert Reff to approve the February 2015 minutes as written.  
Jon Tripp seconded the motion, so approved by unanimous vote.    
 

 
III. Community Feedback 

 

Cunha  – 
 Inquired regarding an Oregon State study working with the Sheriff’s department.  

Farrell said the study has been completed and is the one Willamette Criminal 
Justice System (WCJS) has been focusing on, and recommendations which include 
an Adult Mental Health Treatment Court.   

 

Reff –  
 Asked if there was any information on SB428 and whether it will move forward.  

Anderson responded that it is too soon, he may have more information in May. 
 

IV. Announcements 
 

Giles -  
 Shared brochure:  You Have Rights – Oregon Long Term Care Ombudsman 
 Shared the 2014 Annual Report – Oregon State Rehabilitation Council 

 
  

V. Old Business 
 
Bylaws Workgroup – Report Out 
Farrell shared the workgroup’s suggested changes to MHADDAC Bylaws.  Clarification 
was given on required language for alcohol and other drug.   Action:  Anderson will revise 
the Bylaws as suggested and will bring a copy to the next MHADDAC meeting for review. 
 
 



VI. New Business 
 

Homeless Shelter Community 
Kari Whitacre of Community Outreach, Inc. and Gina Vee of Housing First were in 
attendance to provide overview of their agency work within the homeless community. 
 

 Community Outreach 
 Largest in the mid-Willamette Valley 
 Serves men, women, and families 
 70 beds 
 Substance free 
 Intensive alcohol and other drug program and mental health 
 Domestic violence 
 Food bank 
 Day care center for family of poverty 
 Medical clinics 3 times a week 
 Case management 
 Works closely with other agencies, especially Benton County Health Department 
 Emergency shelter for families 365 days a year 
 Transitional program 6-8 months 
 Transitional youth for 18-24 year olds 
 Life skills 
 Serves 9,000 unduplicated per year 
 Total of 34 staff  

 

Housing First 
 Men’s shelter 5 months a year 
 42 beds a night 
 Emphasize harm reduction 
 One quarter are critically ill 
 Half to two-thirds are alcohol addicted 
 Main issue is alcohol and other drug, second is horrific medical issues, next is 

mental health issues 
 14 chronically homeless being housed 
 Approximately 200 homeless children in the 509J District 
 Some limited help in putting money towards payment of rent 
 Works closely with other agencies, especially Benton County Health Department 

 
MHADDAC members felt this is a good start on this topic and would like to continue the 
conversation at the April meeting.  Whitacre and Vee were both invited to come to the next 
meeting.  Wolcott suggested reaching out to law enforcement for a representative to also 
attend and provide input on the homelessness in the community. 

   
 
VII. April Agenda Items 
 

 Old Business 
o By-Laws  
o Homeless Shelter Community 

 
Adjourned at 6:40 pm 


