
 
Mental Health, Addictions, and Developmental Disabilities Advisory Committee 

(MHADDAC) 
June 7, 2016 

 
 

 

Present: John Wolcott, Lisa Pierson, Jon Tripp, Helen Cunha, Bryant Seton, Tom Giles,  
Amy Young, Andrea Myhre, Andrea Thornberry, and Diana Allen 

 

Excused: Robert Reff, Dianne Farrell, and Barbara Mullins 
 
Absent: Steve Vets and Eleanor Daniels   
 
Staff: Mitch Anderson, Sherry Sullens, and Tammy Shandy (recorder) 
 
 
 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Meeting called to order at 5:15 pm by Lisa Pierson, Chair.   Pierson made modifications to 
the Agenda to accommodate her guest speaker – Brad Smith, Board Member of Housing 
First.   

 
 
II. Approval of April and May 2016 Minutes 

The April 2016 minutes were presented for approval.  It was noted to remove Amy Young as 
being listed absent. 
 
Motion was made by Cunha to approve the April 2016 minutes with the noted 
correction.  Tripp seconded the motion, so approved by unanimous vote. 
 
The May 2016 minutes were presented for approval.   
 
Motion was made by Tripp to approve the May 2016 minutes as written.  Young 
seconded the motion, so approved by unanimous vote. 
 

 
III. Community Feedback and Announcements 

 

 Item not discussed. 
 
 
IV. New Business 

Regional Health Assessment – Peter Banwarth 
The Regional Health Assessment includes Linn, Benton, and Lincoln County.  The following 
was noted from Banwarth’s PowerPoint Presentation: 
 
Benton County has 81% urban and 19% rural residents which differ from Linn and Lincoln 
Counties that are closely matched with percentages of urban and rural residents.   
 
Race and ethnicity is similar across the three counties with white being the largest 
population:  86.6% Linn, 82.8% Benton, and 83.3% Lincoln.  Hispanic or Latino population 
was the second highest percentages across all three counties.   
 



Benton County Strengths are:  education, low rates in chronic disease, water and air quality, 
early prenatal care, having health insurance, and low rates among youth for tobacco, drug 
and alcohol use.   
 
Benton County Challenges include: the highest income equality in the state, median cost of 
childcare (25%), affordable housing, food insecurities for children, disabled people being 
unemployed, and LGBQT more likely to suffer from behavioral illness. 
 
Samaritan Health Services health perceptions survey completed recently showed 47% of 
respondents most important health issue were alcohol or drug abuse (637) or mental health 
and behavioral health (369). 
 
Houselessness data from one-night point in time 2015 regional houseless count revealed:   
255 sheltered, 148 unsheltered.  231 men, 169 women, and 3 (did not self-identify) which = 
403 houseless individuals.  331 individuals and 72 families 
 
Banwarth explained that there is unreliable and/or no data before 2010 in some areas.  He 
also informed the committee of the depth of his data sources.   If members have questions 
or want more information they were highly encouraged to contact the Regional Health 
Assessment team by email that was provided.  Presentation material will be sent out to the 
committee by Shandy.   

 
Housing First Board Member – Brad Smith (agenda item added) 
Smith gave a presentation on the Corvallis Housing First Shelter which has been in 
operation for 10 years.  The shelter was renamed from the Corvallis Homeless Shelter 
Coalition to Corvallis Housing First.  The following was noted: 
 

 Programs offered 
o Men’s Winter Shelter 
o Women’s Winter Shelter 
o WRAP 
o Partner’s Place 

 Permanent supported housing 
 14 units 
 4 years old 

 
 Occupancy from 2006–2016 has been consistent with fewer than 40 beds being 

utilized per night.   
 

 Shelter Season November – April 
o 2014-2015 – 167 individuals, 5176 bed nights 
o 2015-2016 – 158 individuals, 4699 bed nights 

 
 Average age:   43.6 for men and 43.5 for women 

 
 State of birth:  Men 33% from Oregon and Women 41% from Oregon 

 
 Duration of stay  

o For men it is just under 50% from 0-6 months.  Median is about 1 year and 
Mean is 4.8 years.    



o For women it is just under 30% from 0-6 months.  Median is about 6 months 
and Mean is 2.1 years 
 

 Ethnic composition is 69.3% white male and 71.1 white female 
 

 Higher percentage of women than men make use of benefit packages, such as 
Social Security Income, Oregon Health Plan and Food Stamps. 
 

 Approximately ¾ of the men have significant substance abuse problems 
 

 Approximately ½ of the men have moderate to severe mental health issues 
 

 Approximately ½ of the men have moderate to severe medical problems 
 

 
V. Old Business 

Strategic Planning for 2016 
Item not discussed 
 

VII. July Agenda Items 
 

 Strategic Planning  
 Housing - Kenny Lowe 
 Harm Reduction/HIV - Chris Gray 

 
Adjourned at 6:45 pm 
 

 
 


