
Mental Health, Addictions, and Developmental Disabilities Advisory Committee 
(MHADDAC) 

September 1, 2015 
 

 

Present: John Wolcott, Lisa Pierson, Jon Tripp, Andrea Myhre, Helen Cunha,  
Amy Young, Tom Giles, Bryant Seton, and Barbara Mullins 

 

Excused: Robert Reff, and Diana Allen 
 
Absent: Andrea Thornberry, Steve Vets, Eleanor Daniels, and Dianne Farrell   
 
Staff: Jasper Smith, Mitch Anderson, Jeanne Gregg, Sherry Sullens, Robert Williams, 

Oscar Medina, Chris Bloom, and Tammy Shandy (recorder) 
 
 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Meeting was called to order at 5:15 pm by John Wolcott, Chair.   
 
 
II. Approval of August 2015 Minutes 

The August 2015 minutes were presented for approval.   
 
Motion was made by Jon Tripp to approve the August 2015 minutes as written.  Amy 
Young seconded the motion, so approved by unanimous vote. 

 
 
III. Community Feedback and Announcements 

 

Wolcott -  
 August 7th there was a news release:  Benton County supports initiatives to assist 

offenders with mental health issues put out by Rick Osborn, Benton County Public 
Information Officer (PIO).    Handouts were distributed.   
 

 August 11th asked Anderson to have a message sent to the committee members 
saying the Commissioners would consider participating in a “Stepping Up Initiative” 
to seek alternatives to incarceration for offenders with mental health and addictions 
problems, and asking if should add a supporting statement regarding this to the 
Homeless Report.  Those who replied were in favor. 
 

 August 17th submitted Homeless Report with Stepping Up addendum to the Board 
of Commissioners. 
 

 August 25th sent a message to Anderson asking about the possibility of submitting 
the report to the Corvallis Gazette-Times.  Anderson is waiting to hear back from 
Osborn.   
 

 August 20th there was a meeting called Citizens for Protection of Corvallis.  The 
group is basically people who do not want any expanded homeless shelters on 4th 
Street where Housing First was planning on expanding. 

 
 August 27th there was a meeting of Citizens Against the New Jail held at the Benton 

County Library.   
 



 
Anderson - 

 Reminded MHADDAC members that when acting in official capacity, advisory 
members cannot advocate for or against anything on the official ballot, such as the 
jail.  However, can as a private citizen.   

 
 

Giles- 
 Senator Sara Gelser and Lynne Saxton, Director of the Oregon Health Authority 

will be traveling around the state speaking with people on Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse issues.   One of the meetings will be held in Albany on 
November 9th from 5-8pm.  Once location of the meeting is known, information 
will be sent out to the committee.   

 
 

IV. Old Business 
Homeless Report to the Board of Commissioners 
Wolcott asked for a status report regarding submitting the Homeless Report to the 
Corvallis Gazette-Times.  Anderson reported that Osborn is looking at it in terms of the 
timing with other items being released.  The county’s protocol is that the PIO orchestrates 
when and if new releases are published in the newspaper.   
 
Wolcott asked members what their thoughts were on submitting to the newspaper and 
asked for a motion. 
 
Motion was made by Pierson to publish the report.  Tripp seconded the motion, so 
approved by unanimous vote.   
 
Wolcott polled members regarding their connection with mental health and alcohol or drug 
addiction.  He asked the following question to the membership:    How may have a 
particular knowledge or experience with dealing with alcohol or drug addictions.   
 
Motion was made by Myrhe to recommend the Board of Commissioners to look for 
representation from the alcohol and drug community for the next appointment. 
Young seconded the motion, so approved by unanimous vote.  

 
 
V. New Business 

Addictions Program 
Sherry Sullens, Substance Abuse Program Manager, and Substance Abuse Counselors 
Robert Williams, Oscar Medina, and Chris Bloom introduced themselves.    
 
Handout was provided covering the Substance Abuse Treatment Services.    The following 
information was captured from presentation: 
 
Types of services provided: 

 Screenings 
 Assessments 
 Referrals 
 Prevention 
 Crisis Outreach 
 Group Counseling 



 Individual Counseling 
 Level 1 Outpatient 
 Level 2 Intensive Outpatient 
 DUII Diversion/Conviction 

 
 
 

The program uses evidence-based curriculum: 
 Truthought 
 Living in Balance 
 12 Step Study Group 
 Seeking Strength 
 DUII Services 
 Integrated Dual Disorders Treatment 

 
Community partners are: 

 Willamette Family / Buckley House 
 Bridgeway Inc. Detox 
 Willamette Family / Carlton House Residential 
 Lifeways  
 Best Care  
 Milestones 
 Emergence  
 Discovery Counseling 
 Alcohol and Drug Evaluation Specialist (ADES) for DUII referrals 
 Benton County Community Corrections/ Parole and Probation 
 Department of Human Services 
 Benton County Courts 
 Good Samaritan Hospital 

 
Internal referrals are: 

 Primary Care 
 Crisis Team 
 Counselor of the Day 
 Developmental Diversity 
 Psychiatrists 
 Qualified Mental Health Professionals 
 Health Navigators 

 
Wolcott inquired on the total number of people being served and a break out of types of 
services being provided.   The number of individuals being served is approximately 30.  
Anderson explained to the committee that the county addiction program was dropped a 
couple years ago and only reconstituted this year.  Sullens will provide follow up 
information to the committee. 
 

 
VII. September Agenda Items 
 

 New Business 
o Addictions/Substance Abuse  - agency representation 



 
 
Adjourned at 6:31pm 


