
 
Mental Health, Addictions, and Developmental Disabilities Advisory Committee 

(MHADDAC) 
September 6, 2016 

 
 

 

Present: John Wolcott, Lisa Pierson, Jon Tripp, Barbara Mullins, Helen Cunha, Andrea 
Thornberry, Diana Allen, Bryant Seton, Tom Giles, Amy Young, and Dianne Farrell 

 

Excused: Andrea Myhre 
 
Absent: Eleanor Daniels and Steve Vets 
 
Staff: Mitch Anderson, Jasper Smith, Tatiana Dierwetcher, Kelly Locey, Peter Banwarth, 

and Tammy Shandy (recorder) 
 
 
 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 
 Meeting called to order at 5:15 pm by Lisa Pierson, Chair. 
 
 
II. Approval of August 2016 Minutes 

The August 2016 minutes were presented for approval.  The following change was noted:  
III. Community Feedback and Announcements, Myhre:  Fourth sentence add “were” after 
There.  Fifth sentence add “4th Street” to location. 
 
Motion was made by Tripp to approve August 2016 minutes as amended.  Cunha 
seconded the motion, so approved by unanimous vote. 
 

 
III. Community Feedback and Announcements 

 

Wolcott 
 The Corvallis Advocate recently published a good article on the homeless situation.  

Basically the article said that nobody has committed to anything regarding the 
situation and winter is coming soon.  He provided a brief overview of the article.   
 

Mullens 
 Community Outreach, Inc. is hoping to house 16 more individuals and looking for 

funding.   
 

Anderson 
 The Board of Commissioners Volunteer Appreciation event is happening the 

evening of September 27th.  Anderson asked for a show of hands from members on 
who plans on attending; Pierson, Thornberry, and Mullens will attend.  The invitation 
containing details of the event will be resent to those three members. 
 

 

IV. New Business 
Behavioral Health Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) 
Tatiana Dierwetcher, Healthy Communities Program Manager, Peter Banwarth, 
Epidemiologist, and Kelly Locey Adolescent Health Promotion Program Coordinator are in 



attendance today to provide an update on the Community Health Improvement Plan 
(CHIP).  Handouts were provided – CHIP Process Overview; Benton County Mental Health 
and Behavioral Health Priorities and Success; and Housing Opportunities Action Council 
Planning Update.   
 
Dierwetcher explained that the CHIP planning began in 2012, with the Work Plan 
Development happening in 2013-2014 and CHIP Implementation 2013-2017.  Currently 
the CHIP is at the mid-point evaluation.  Workgroups/stakeholder meetings will be initiated 
to evaluate progress on health status indicators to determine outcomes, summarize and 
share evaluation with workgroups/stakeholders and update the CHIP based on the 
feedback.  
 
In 2012 there were several facilitated community meetings and conversations around the 
county to look at the data on things doing well and unmet needs.  The top five priorities 
areas that emerged out of the discussions were:  1) Food security, 2) Obesity, 3) Housing 
and Transportation, 4) Mental / Behavioral Health, and 5) Health Care / Community Health.   
 
The workgroups were then tasked with coming up with top 3 priorities within each of the 
five areas.   Locey reviewed the 3 priority areas that the workgroups had landed on for 
Mental Health and Behavioral Health, which are:   
 
1) Promote positive early childhood development, positive parenting, and violence free 

homes 
 

2) Promote communication and coordination among agencies using community/mental 
health outreach workers 

 
3) Expand the capacity of the mental health service system to respond to increased 

referrals.  
 
Dierwetcher stated that it’s important to remember that the work of the Health Department 
is to support targeted long term work that slowly and permanently moves the dial in some 
of priorities areas. 
 
The Housing Opportunities Action Council (HOAC), with funding from Benton County, City 
of Corvallis, and Samaritan Health Services is working on conducting a mid-point update to 
the current Ten-Year Homelessness Plan.  Meetings are happening monthly.   
 
Banwarth handed out the Benton County CHIP Evaluation Key Informant Interview 
Template for MHADDAC members to take home and answer the questions on the CHIP 
Priority Health Issue: Mental and Behavioral Health.   This information will provide valuable 
feedback.  The evaluation document will also be emailed to members.  The “homework” 
assignment is due at the October 4th meeting. 
 
 

V. Old Business 
 Strategic Planning 

Pierson asked Thornberry to share her experience in Strategic Planning.  Thornberry 
suggested not going down into the weeds of the programs, even though this information is 
interesting.  First priority is to define the vision and mission of the committee.   Then 
understand the needs wihin Benton County and advocate the approach with the Board of 



Commissioners.  Suggested questions to ask are:  what are the specific needs, why do we 
need them, and how much will it cost.   
 
Pierson summarized on the whiteboard, the functions in the Bylaws for the committee. The 
following was written: 
 

1) Advise Board of Commissioners & Mental Health Program Director 
 

2) Assist in Assessment 
 

3) Identify Needs & Priorities 
 

4) Grants (may no longer be applicable) 
 

5) Education and Outreach 
 
Pierson asked members to review the five charges and list one or more priorities as a 
member would like to bring forward for consideration for the Strategic Plan.  Discussion 
followed regarding looking at the CHIP priorities, process of updating the CHIP and 
aligning MHADDAC’s Strategic Plan with the CHIP.   
 
It was decided that a Doodle Poll will be sent out to members for possible dates/times for a 
longer meeting to focus on the Strategic Plan.  A moderator was suggested for the 
meeting.   Anderson will ask Dierwetcher if she or someone on her team can be the 
moderator, as they are experienced on these type of work sessions.   
 

 
VII. October Agenda Items 
 

 Strategic Planning – Continuation 
 Homework Assignments 

 

 
 
Adjourned at 6:40 pm 


