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          Benton County  
           Solid Waste Advisory Council  

            January 24, 2018 Approved Minutes (7 pm – 8:30 pm) 
 

Members Present:     Linda Brewer (Chair, City of Corvallis), Jay Simpkins (Benton County unincorporated area), Jeff 
Freeman (Vice-Chair, City of Corvallis), Larry Sleeman (City of Philomath), Lynne Neville, Jeff 
Morrell, Lauri Richer (Corvallis). 

Members Excused:   Chuck Kratch 
Guests Present:         Jenifer Stuber (Republic Services, Inc.), John Deuel (Oregon State University) 
Staff Present:      Xan Augerot, Gordon Brown, Bill Emminger, Paula Felipe (recorder) 
 

I. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Chair Brewer.  New member Lauri Richer 
representing City of Corvallis.  
 

II. Citizen Comments – “Glad to be here.” 
 

III. Approval of November 29, 2017 SWAC Minutes - minutes were presented for approval.   
MOTION was made to approve November minutes, unanimously approved.  

  
IV. Election of Chair and vice Chair 

Chair Brewer said her time as chair is coming to an end, and current Vice Chair is Jeff Freeman.  Freeman 
was nominated as the new Chair.  Brief discussion took place on rotation criteria and term limits.  Jeff 
Freeman was voted in as Chair unanimously.  Larry Sleeman was nominated as Vice Chair; the vote was all in 
favor; Sleeman was voted in unanimously. 
 

V. Coffin Butte Landfill Franchise Agreement Update.   The landfill franchise is 20 years at a time and comes 
due at the end of 2020.  Time to talk about current franchise and what we want to see in the future.  Xan 
said the County met with the legal firm that will represent County in negotiations with Republic.  They 
discussed County’s interest and timeline and had a great tour of landfill with two attorneys.  The goal is to 
have a draft agreement within a 12-month period.  Xan said we want to have the time to address issues and 
be forward thinking on how best to manage the landfill from environmental standpoint.  We also want to 
talk with other counties who host landfills and get the benefits of other’s experience. “We also want input 
from all of you.  What issues do you seen now and in future?” Among highlights discussed were: 

 Technology is changing and we need to look at cost structures and disincentives from a community 
member perspective. Gordon added the PRC has grown considerably in last 20 years; how is SWAC 
to address that and new technology.   

 The PRC is a regional facility and will be part of the new Franchise agreement, which could be close 
to capacity in 20 years.  For now, talking about 20 year timeframe.   Republic said 20 years’ timeline 
is recommended for capital improvement projects.   

 Goal: To have draft landfill agreement by end of 2018.  

 There will be public hearings and process.   

 Xan would like to see content-focused recommendations from the committee. What are 
recommended approaches to waste reductions and should we encourage more research, for 
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example. How to continue to develop our relationship with OSU and waste reduction and recycling? 
How to address the whole issue of expansion?   

 Does this agreement address “other people’s garbage”so we don’t get “overloaded.”  Brewer said 
Coffin Butte is permitted by DEQ as a regional landfill.  Gordon said definition of regional landfill 
includes taking in 75,000 tons from out of County, which we already do. Benton, Linn, Lincoln, and 
Polk Counties are considered part of a region.  In the future, the other regional landfill in NW Oregon 
will probably be closed in two years; then we would be the last remaining regional landfill in the 
most populous part of the State.  Nearest one is Dry Creek or Columbia Ridge.  Marion County has 
facility and still sends overfill here; and this will increase over next 20 years and should be addressed 
in new agreement.  SWAC should look at other landfills closing in future and consider impact on 
landfill.   

 Gordon said SWAC can provide a list of things they want addressed in the agreement to share with 
BOC:  For examples: 1) Waste from out of region?; 2) pricing and tonnage; 3) make sure we  preserve 
PRC and perhaps expand it; 4) say something about Materials Recovery Facility (MRF).   

 Chair Brewer will send an email about brainstorming ideas.  Bring ideas for next meeting.  Republic 
Services added they are in talks with City of Adair where they have infrastructure we can tap into; 
might be good opportunity:  we need a MRF that meets everyone’s needs. Linda said ‘don’t let the 
perfect stand in the way of the good.’   

 
VI. SWAC Terms:  Larry Sleeman said there are 3 positions in Corvallis and 3 in unincorporated Benton County, 

and currently we have 3 terms, which should end on different years (2018, 19, 20 (not the way it is now).  
Usually we don’t count a partial term. Four other positions: Philomath, Albany, Adair,  City of Monroe (3 of 4 
are unfilled at this time).  Some highlights: 

 Sleeman suggested stagger the terms for City of Corvallis and unincorporated areas.   

 Xan said most advisory committees have two term limits.  If takes longer to get up to speed, you 
could argue for longer 3 term limit.   

 Sleeman: It’s nice to have background knowledge. Lauri is a Master Recycler graduate with an 
interest in garbage. Some advisory committees have no term limits.   

 Recruitment strategies include word of mouth; online newspapers; social media; sustainability 
coalition. We could talk to republic and put in in their newsletter.  Jen will talk to Julie about putting 
DSAC/SWAC ads for recruiting members in their newsletter.  County will be advertising for this 
committee due to perpetual vacancies.  

 Could put Corvallis and Unincorporated positions on rotating basis to avoid a mass exodus. 

 Xan said SWAC can submit changes to the Bylaws and then Teresa would stagger the roster.  

 Gordon said maybe instead of one or two from Monroe; find an area in South Benton County. Same 
goes for Adair Village; representatives from Geographic areas. 

 Roster needs to be updated.  

 Recommend consider 2 terms of 3 years each, that is six years.  Also, could be off for a year and 
come back fresh if there is an opening.  Will decide at next meeting.  

 
VII. SWAC / DSAC Orientation Plan.  List of topics to include for new committee members:  Information could 

be put on a website, such as the copy of the franchise agreement; map of landfill; waste reduction plan; 
Bylaws; copy of annual report.  (Could divide the 9 sections into a timeframe over the course of the term.)  
Bill said if DSAC/SWAC tell us what they want to see online, we can look into putting it on the County 
website.  
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VIII. Upcoming Schedule:  Next meeting will discuss SWAC term limits; orientation plan; ideas for Franchise 
agreement; no reviews for some time until annual report from Coffin Butte.  Xan would like to get our inputs 
for Franchise agreement by end of March. 

 

IX. Adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.  Next SWAC meeting is Wed., February 28, 2018 from 6:30 pm to 
8:30 pm. 


