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          Benton County  
           Solid Waste Advisory Council  

            February 28, 2018 Approved Minutes (6:30 pm – 8:30 pm) 
 

Members Present:     Linda Brewer, Jay Simpkins (Benton County unincorporated area), Larry Sleeman, Jeff Freeman,  
Jeff Morrell, Lauri Richer (Corvallis). 

Members Excused:    
Guests Present:         Julie Jackson and Jennifer Stuber (Republic Services, Inc.), John Deuel (Oregon State University),  

John Sarna  (Benton County Environmental Issues Advisory Committee). 
Staff Present:      Xan Augerot, Gordon Brown, Bill Emminger, Paula Felipe (recorder) 
 

I. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by the Chair.   

II. Citizen Comments – John Sarna of Benton County Environmental Issues Advisory Council said some 
issues came up at a public forum recently, and he is seeking answers from SWAC.  He asked, “How can 
we increase the rate of recycling and increase composting food waste?  And, what is the current 
situation with China accepting our waste?”  Linda has slides on these topics and Julie has more updated 
information. So, Linda and Julie will update the presentation and share it with the Environmental Issues 
Advisory committee, which meets the first Thursday of every month at noon.   

III. Approval of January 2018 SWAC Minutes - minutes were presented for approval.   
MOTION was made to approve the minutes, unanimously approved, with one correction. Linda 
Brewer had one correction under Number 5 where it refers to “other people’s garbage,” and should 
state:  “Coffin Butte is permitted by DEQ as a regional landfill.”  
 

IV. Coffin Butte Landfill Franchise Agreement Topics:  
Linda’s handout distributed and submitted into the Minutes (see attached)  

   Advocate for a Materials Recovery Facility (MRF).  If Republic Services doesn’t offer an MRF, County 
could have RFP and fund a couple of people with a shade umbrella and dumpster. If a MRF can be 
included in the franchise negotiations, more efficient and convenient.  Linda doesn’t want the 
perfect to be the enemy of the good.  Julie said Republic Services would like to be at the table and 
talk about it.  Could impact rates and need to be subsidized.  If increase in rates, a lot of interest 
generated.  Yard debris cart use is increasing (60 to 70 percent).  Look at cost benefit analysis and be 
strategic. Also, Julie said look at life cycle analysis and value of material; not just weight; to gauge 
recovery. Good to know what the options are.  What kind of MRF?  Construction materials? Plastic, 
paper, metal cans, aluminum, cardboard? Markets change. Low hanging fruit that has a market?  
There are laws governing what can and cannot go into a landfill. Julie suggested Peter give a 
presentation on materials in landfills, which includes percentages in study 3-5 years ago and where 
it is now.  Defines what materials are in a landfill.  Someone in Salem is recycling sheet rock, and we 
will see how it survives the market.  SWAC would like the franchise negotiations to consider 
possibilities for a MRF.  SWAC will include a memo to the BOC on their recommendations for a MRF 
in the next month or two.  Reference the Environmental Trust Fund as a potential source for 
funding.  Julie said there is funding for issues of orphaned landfills and DEQ would like to proactively 
find ways to keep problem material out of landfills. There is legislation looking at this issue.  
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   Anonymous survey with yes and no responses? Bill said for a survey the County has clicker 
technology at health department so we can get real-time input with charts and graphs, if you want 
to use that capability.  Franchise items need to be refined first.   

 What room is left to extend the landfill?   Republic still has land for expansion of the landfill; there is 
currently about 35 years of space.  Need discussion on increased landfill footprint, zoning, or 
alternative of what would happen if it closed. Every 5 years want report on the operations plan.  For 
efficiency and planning Republic will want a commitment from the County in advance (less than 10 
years).  

 
V. Roadside Litter Discussion. Covered load ordinance: The Sheriff is not enforcing this ordinance. 

Republic has a surcharge rate for uncovered load, but have not been charging people.  It costs Republic 
about $15,000 to $17,000 to hire crews to clean the roadways.  Need a Carrot and a stick approach for 
uncovered loads.  

 One proposal is post the surcharge on door, and scale house attendant can start reminding people.   

 Julie wants SWAC feedback on this topic.   

 Linda said we could send a letter to the editor explaining the position.  It’s important roads are clean 
and covered loads are a problem.   

 Can Sheriff send patrol once a month?   Xan will discuss with Sheriff. 

 A lot of loads coming from outside of Benton County.  The litter has gotten worse.   

 There is a sign to cover the load.  If loads are covered, you get a discount; help keep Benton County 
clean by covering your load.   

 Republic prefers not to collect money and just have people cover their load.   

 One proposed to charge a lower rate if it’s covered to reward those who cover their load.  Covering 
the loads is the answer.  

 Mostly weekends tend to be heavier load or Mondays.   

 Start with public awareness that it has gotten bad, and it can be on the list for discussion on franchise 
agreement.  

 
VI. SWAC Term Limits:   Votes were taken on terms.  Want people with experience; so longer time 

preferred such as three terms of three years. There are open positions now. On partial terms, it 
shouldn’t count against you.   Jeff Morrell made a MOTION to recommend three terms of three years 
with no penalty for coming in on partial term. Linda Brewer seconded it; all in favor; no opposed; 
MOTION passed.  Issue of staggering the terms:  Linda made a MOTION to recommend that bylaws are 
amended so that all positions end on a staggered rotation. Morrell seconded the motion; all in favor; 
passed unanimously.  
 

VII. SWAC / DSAC Orientation/Essential Knowledge Plan.  
Linda said County doesn’t have the infrastructure to support the website plan.  New committee 
members were traditionally given a binder with annual report and relevant information. New members 
don’t have to be solid waste experts. Could publish FAQs to help new members. There are a lot of 
acronyms that should be explained.  
 

VIII. Member Comments on Items for Upcoming Agendas:  Lauri Richer discussed some ideas for reduction 
of waste, such as trying to get people to change habits, reduce the use of disposables, such as banning 
plastic straws, promote recycling, look at sustainability, and how to connect with businesses to bring 
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change in practices, such as using biodegradable containers or not refilling water glasses.  Linda 
suggested pick one issue to focus on to prioritize. Gordon said County has sustainability coordinator 
who promotes those issues internally as well.  Discussion on who is responsible for public education on 
reduction and what can be recycled.  Republic advises to look at life cycle analysis of materials.  Know 
what is aspirational recycling and what is going into landfill. Sustainability fair coming up on March 12. 
 

IX. Upcoming Schedule.  Due to OSU’s Finals schedule, Spring break, and committee members travel plans, 
SWAC will not be meeting in March.  The next DSAC/SWAC meeting is Wed., April 11, 2018 in the Sunset 
Room at 6:30 pm.  Peter and Julie can be available for DSAC as well. 
 

X. Adjourn.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.   


