
South County Bicycle Tour 
Historic Preservation Month 2017 

Tour Leader:  Robert Williams 

       Tour Stops 

1*-  George Cooper House 
       5825 SW Plymouth Dr. 
2*-  Smith House & Barn 
        6075 SW Plymouth 
3  -  Mt. Union Cemetery 
        2987 Mt. Union Ave. 
4  -  Robert Henkle House 
       3253 SW Chapel Dr. 
5  -  Robert Henkle House 
        3205 SW Chapel Dr. 
6  -  Vaughn Barn 
        31864 Fern Rd. 
7* -  Independent School 
       31615 Fern Rd. 
8  -  Oakridge Cemetery 
        Bellfountain Rd. 
9  -  Laura Davis House 
       31149 Bellfountain Rd. 
10 - Samuel Whiteside Hse. 
        6154 Bellfountain Rd. 
11 - Newman House 
        4001 Bellfountain Rd. 

*  Open House at this location 



1. George Cooper House, 1895, & Sheep Barn, 1940 
        5825 SW Plymouth Drive, Corvallis 

 The George Cooper House is a good of a Rural 
Vernacular farmhouse with structure.  George Cooper 
was the son of Cooper who purchased a farm in the 

community in 1866.  The land on which current house 
was built was not part of original James Cooper farm.  The 
current was transferred to Thomas and Francis 
George's  brothers, in . 
 In  1895,  George   Cooper  married   Newton.   
The Newtons  settled this portion Benton Co. in 1847.  Presum-
ably, the current house was George and Margaret 

shortly after their marriage. In 1900 the Coopers trans-
ferred title to this property to Mrs. Woodward, a relative.  
It is likely that the Coopers occupied this farm for several more 

however, before moving to Corvallis where George became 
a partner in the firm of Cooper Newton.  The Whiteside Broth-
ers, also relatives of the Coopers, eventually purchased that 
Elias and Catherine Woodward sold this property to Winona Caves 
in 1919.  Later owners of the property included  Ray Peffer and 
his wife Mary, who bought the property in 1946 from Winona Caves.  
The current owners, Robert  Millicent Gardner, purchased the 
house in 

The sheep barn, located  of house, is one 
story high and has a plan.   A shed lean-to is located 
along eastern elevation and is slightly longer the barn 
itself.  The gable roof is covered 

overhanging eaves. The walls are clad vertical wood 
boards and a horizontal  skirt covers the foundation on the 
south end of the building.  The east lean-to is open on the east side 
and consists of 4 bays, only one of which housed animals.  All are 
separated by vertical posts that rest on concrete piers. 
 
2. Robert Smith House, 1889, & Barn, 1917 
       6075 SW Plymouth Drive, Corvallis 

 The Robert Smith House is one of the best County  
examples  of a Rural Vernacular with Queen Anne design 
elements.  The house located on a portion of the former Donation 

Claim   of   In  1856,   Shipley, the 
first black settler in Benton purchased  this land.   He  
lived in a log  immediately  behind the current house 

1889 heirs Shipley sold the to Robert 
Smith.  Mr. Smith had the house shortly thereafter.   Smith 
was a notable and stock  raiser  in the Plymouth  

 



(The Plymouth community was composed around the old Congrega-
tional Church at 53rd and Plymouth).  Robert Smith married Janet 
Wheeler, a widow who had a son, Jim Wheeler, by her previous mar-
riage.  Robert and Janet passed the property on to Jim Wheeler who 
then married a woman by the name of Taylor, who also had children 
from a previous marriage.  Her son, Mr. Verle Taylor was born in the 
house next door (Cooper House).  He and his wife, Ethel, owned this 
house until her death.  Verle and Ethel’s son, Robert, and his wife, 
Bonnie, are the current occupants and owners. Robert remembers 
many trips to this house as a youngster, going back more than 50 
years. 
 
3.   Mt. Union Cemetery, 1861, 2987 Mt. Union Ave., Philomath 

 Mt. Union Cemetery was established in 1861 after en 
Shipley, an early black pioneer of 
Benton County,  2 acres 
on the condition that black peo-
ple could be there.  Reu-
ben Shipley came to Oregon in 
the 1850s the Shipley family 
in exchange for his freedom.  
Note blacks were not eligible 
for land claims under the 

Land Claim Act of 1850.  El-
dridge Harless, a neighboring pi-
oneer of the Plymouth communi-
ty employed Shipley his farm.  
Reuben saved $1,500 to pur-
chase 8  acres,  of which is 
the cemetery.  In 1857, Shipley 
married  Jane  Holmes,  af-
ter  her freedom For  

  Together they built a cab-
in, farmed and raised 6 
Reuben and Mary (Shipley Drake) are buried at Mt. Ceme-
tery, with Mary Jane's second husband and of her    
 
4. Robert L. Henkle House & Barn, 1880 
 3253 SW Chapel Drive, Corvallis 

 Henkle House is Benton County's  intact example of a 
late Gothic (a veranda  has  since  been add-
ed to two sides).  The Henkles among the earliest, and most 

 the families to settle in this portion Benton county.  
Henkle entered with  his family  from  Iowa  at age  
attended Philomath College and in married  Cynthia  



Three years  later, they   to his land and developed  a farm 
where they  remained  to raise  a family. R.L. Henkle is particularly  
remembered  for raising fine grades of sheep and for the cultivation  
of hops.  The farm expanded after the purchase of 320 acres. The 
Henkles sold this property to the George McDonald family in 1901. 
In 1907 the property was purchased by Archibald and Addie Black. 
 
Go next door to the Henkle Barn road entrance at 3205 SW Chapel. 
Follow the road about 50ft, then turn right toward the barn. This 
property was recently subdivided such that the Henkle residence is 
no longer on the same tax lot as the bam, which is now on a sepa-
rate 40-acre parcel. The old bam roof is uniquely framed with 6" di-
ameter poles, not with 4"x 6" cut lumber.  The owner has said she 
wants to remodel the bam as the poles are badly damaged by ter-
mites. 

6.  Vaughn Barn, 1900 
 31864 Fern Rd. 

 In the late 1800s Elijah Skipton purchased 170 acres of the 
James Chisham Donation Land claim.  He continued to acquire par-
cels until he owned over 600 acres. In the early 1900s Skipton dis-
tributed most of this property amongst his children, retaining just 
191 acres for himself and his wife, Alice. Their land included a 20 
acre prune orchard, but was otherwise utilized  for general farming 
and stock raising. 
 Skipton was well respected in Benton County and held sever-
al public offices, including 2 years as county commissioner and 9 
years as county assessor. The Skipton property was located near In-
dependent School, where John B. Horner began teaching when he 
was 17 years old.  Homer, who received his degrees from Philomath 
College, married the Skipton's  daughter, Isabella.  In 1891, Mr. Hor-
er began teaching English and Oregon History at the Oregon Agri-
cultural College, now OSU.  He wrote extensively  on both subjects.  
In 1925 Horner established at the college a museum that would lat-
er be named in his honor, today the Horner Collection. In the early 
1900s, 121 acres of the Skipton property was deeded to John and 
Isabella Horner.  Due to the date of the barn, it is unclear which 
family was responsible for its construction.   In 1934, the year after 
her husband's  death, Isabella Horner  deeded the acreage back to 
her parents.  The Skiptons transferred the land to Charles and Lucille 
Higgins in 1942, who subsequently sold to Maurice Zimmerman.  
The current owners, Clifford and Betty Vaughn, bought the property 
in 1982, when Clifford was employed in the lumber industry, and his 
position included green-chainman and mill worker at Willamette 
Lumber.  The Vaughns own and occupy the property today. 
  



8.  Independent School, 1918-19 
 31615 Fern Rd. at Airport Ave. 
 Independent  school was in existence  in 1868, perhaps in a 
building  located  across the road from the present one.  In 1918 
one acre of land in this location was donated to School District 
#19 by Earnest and Anna Seehafer, and this one-room school was 
constructed shortly thereafter. Electricity was installed about 1939 
and an electric pump was put in.  The playground was well equipped 
with swings, teeter-totter, and a wooden slide.   The design, materi-
als, setting, and location of the school are intact.  The Independent 
School is one of only several extant "oneroom" school houses re-
maining  in Benton County.  All have bungalow characteristics. 
 Enrollment at Independent ranged from 15-30 students.  
Family names include Avery, Chapman, Covey, Henderson, Edmon-
son, Jorgenson, Wonderley, and Zimmerman; farm youngsters 
whose parents settled the surrounding area. Early teachers included 
Martha Skipton, Will Howard, John Wood, James Pruitt, John Horner 
(later professor at Oregon Agricultural  College and for whom Horn-
er Museum was named), Jennie Watkins, Mary Gray, Madge and Al-
wilda Dunn, George Bethers, Arzie Minton and Mr. Parker. 
 Independent School  was the social  center  of the communi-
ty.  In early  years it was used for entertainments, socials, parties, 
church, Sunday School and revival meetings. After 1900, box and pie 
socials earned money to buy playground equipment.   In 1952 as 
part of the big consolidation move, Independent School students  
were transported to Inavale, and the school was closed.  It remained 
vacant for many years, but a preschool and other activities have tak-
en over the building and once more children's voices are heard in 
and around the old building. 
 Source:  M  McDonald, "When Schoolbells Rang", Mac Publications, 
Philomath, OR, 1983. 

8.  Oakridge Cemetery, 1880 
 Bellfountain  Rd, .4 mi. north of Llewellyn  Rd. 
 The Oakridge Cemetery was associated with the Oakridge 
Presbyterian Church, formerly located on the north side of the cem-
etery.   The church and cemetery, along with nearby schools, the 
Willamette Grange and the Inavale PO and store, formed part of a 
distinct community.  The cemetery  was  dedicated and  the  plat  
filed  in 1890. The earliest grave discernable today dates from 1881, 
however there may have been earlier burials.   Many  of  the  graves 
are  of  young children.   Note the elaborate  headstones immedi-
ately beside/behind the fence.  Note the large amount of concrete 
work done by cement craftsman  Herman H. Heuckendorff of Cor-
vallis.  In addition to the sidewalk and curbings, it is thought that he 
probably made the cement gravestones as well as the Oakridge  
sign.   His name appears  on his brother Herman’s stone.    



However  by the time Herman died, the cemetery was overgrown 
and appeared abandoned. Therefore Herman's sister chose to have 
him buried at Oak Lawn Cemetery. 
 In the 1930s the property was sold. The presbytery was to 
have retained the cemetery parcel,  but through a mix-up during the 
property transfer, the cemetery was included in the sale and is now 
in private ownership.  The use of the cemetery was discontinued 
around  1935.  As early as 1938, several bodies had been removed 
and re-interred elsewhere. The graveyard has suffered from lack of 
care, but new owners of nearby property have shown interest in 
cleaning up the weeds, invasive plants and poison oak. 
 Sources:    http::/lwww.rootsweb.coml orbenton/Cemeteries/ Oa-
kridge.html, and local interviews  
 
 

9.  Laura Davis House, 1896 
 31149 Bellfountain Rd. 
 The Laura Davis house was originally built as a square block 
house, on log stumps in the ground, for  about   $500. It had  no  
plumbing, no electricity, and the attic was one large open space. The 
property was intended as a dairy farm but eventually turned into a 
grass seed farm. The barn, built at the same  time, fell in 1990. 
Neighbor, Leighton Davis, 30941 Bellfountain Rd., grew up here.   
He went  to a one-room school, named Bull Run School, across the 
street and just to the north of this house. The school teacher board-
ed here, upstairs in the attic. Smokey DeMoss also went to this 
school.  The current owners, Robert and Barbara Baldwin bought 2 
acres containing the house and bam, in 1969.  Robert was a teacher 
at Crescent Valley HS. They have been carefully  restoring it over the 
past 35 years, putting in a foundation, replacing very old wiring and 
plumbing,  and repairing extensive termite and other time-induced 
damage.  
 
10.  Samuel Whiteside Farm, 1891, & Rufus Skipton Barn, 1902 
 6125 Bellfountain Rd. (Other Name: DeMoss Turkey Farm) 

 The Whiteside-DeMoss farm is significant for its association 
with the Whiteside Family, a very prominent family in Benton Coun-
ty history. The house is also architecturally significant, blending tra-
ditional stylistic elements associated with the Gothic style of archi-
tecture and more fashionable stylistic  elements  of the 1890s.    
There  is a possibility that the house was built in the 1870's and the 
family remodeled the house in 1890s. At present the original porch 
and tower have collapsed and been removed. 
 Samuel Whiteside purchased the farm in 1890.  Whiteside 
and his family moved to Benton County from Burlington, Iowa. The 
children, George and Samuel, opened the first moving picture thea-
ter in Corvallis, the Palace, during the first decade of the 1900s.   



The Whiteside Brothers were later responsible for the construction 
of the Crystal Majestic and Whiteside theaters in Corvallis.  Two oth-
er children, Clarence and Charles, were partners with Charles Rout in 
the hardware business in Corvallis. 
 Samuel  Whiteside sold  this  farm  to Rufus Skipton in 1902.  
In 1915 the DeMoss family purchased the farm.  The DeMoss Turkey 
Farm operated in this location until the 1940s. The property had sev-
eral owners during the 1950s and 60s. The current  owners, Kay and 
Tom Harding, bought the property in 1965, renting out the old 
house until 1972. The Hardings are in the process of slowly restoring 
the remaining buildings. 
 
11.  Newman House 
 4001 Bellfountain Rd.  (The Cabinet Guy) 
 The Newman House is great example of careful character re-
modeling. The Newman home was built in the 1880s  although the 
exact age is unclear.  It was originally built in stages, on a rock foun-
dation. It had no electricity nor indoor plumbing, and only primitive 
heating. You can see the original foundation rocks surrounding trees  
in  the  front  yard.  When the current owners acquired the property, 
portions of the house had settled and shifted at different rates. One 
corner of the house was six inches lower than the other and had a 
three-inch  lean. The exterior  siding was crooked and cracked and 
had asbestos shingles. 
 The  current owners, Jim and Dorothy Newman, wanted to try 
to make it more livable and more modem but still keep it looking 
like a fine old house.  Earlier remodeling had added plumbing and 
electricity, which needed to be brought up to code.  The exterior sid-
ing was replaced with siding that matched the original style.  The 
round windows and the half-round vents at the top of the gables 
that were characteristic of farmhouses at the time were restored.  
The ceilings in the kitchen were raised back to their original 10-foot 
height.  Kitchen cabinets were rebuilt by Arden Straw, The Cabinet 
Guy, out of lumber recycled from the original ceiling.  Straw left 
some of the original paint and nail holes in the wood to retain the 
character of the house. 
 With 27 acres of surrounding countryside and a producing 
walnut grove in the back, the Newman's restoration  project helps 
the tum of the century home retain its rustic character. 
 Source:  Gazette-Times, November 1, 1998. 



For full information on more events visit    
www.corvallisoregon.gov/historic or  www.co.benton.or.us/hrc 

 Imagine that you are one of the pioneers who have made it 

to the Willamette Valley after a long, arduous journey across more than 

half the continent. Look back and see yourself in St. Louis, Missouri pre-

paring to set out on the Oregon Trail. All of the decisions have been 

made about what to take but at the last minute some much beloved 

and needed items have to be left behind as there is no room in your 

covered wagon. Many wagons pulled by oxen, mules, or horses are _ 

lining up and the excitement is palpable. It almost overwhelms the sad-

ness of leaving relatives behind.  

 You recall the fording of streams, climbing mountains, and sore 

blistered feet; you recall babies being born, people breaking bones, and 

sickness; you recall having to leave still more of your belongings behind 

as they are too heavy or cumbersome.  

 Now you are in the Willamette Valley having made one last jour-

ney from Oregon City. But winter is coming and your food is all but 

gone and you have to rely on hunting and the kindness of the pioneers 

who have arrived before you. Your first priority is a place to live and a 

place to keep your animals, for the rains are coming. So hastily you 

build cabins and sheds for your animals. You barely survive winter, al-

most dying of hunger. Spring has come and you must plow and plant 

to survive the next winter and you have to build more substantial hous-

ing and barns. After a few years, schools spring up and churches and 

cemeteries become part of your rural community.  

 Return to the present-A few of these farm houses, and barns, an 

old church site and a cemetery for black people, are what you will see 

on this bicycle tour of historic sites celebrating the 150th Anniversary of 

our city and county. Come and see the sites, hear family names that are 

still heard in the Valley, and find your place in history.  

The information  in this pamphlet was assembled in 2007 for a bicycle tour 

planned by the Mid-Valley Bicycle Club, and was obtained from the Oregon 

Inventory of Historic properties, the Benton County Historical Museum, and 

from actual homeowners along this historic route. A special thanks to the Ben-

ton County Public  Works, GIS & Planning Depts., Mary  Gallagher  of the Ben-

ton  County  Historical Museum, and especially to Joellen Jarvi, who  organized 

the tour. Many thanks also to the current owners and occupants of the homes 

who graciously provided information and access to their property. Please re-

spect homeowners' wishes and look at the properties from the road only, 

unless you are invited in by the owners.  

http://www.corvallisoregon.gov/historic
http://www.co.benton.or.us/

