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The Bicycle Friendly Community Campaign is a program through

which the League of American Bicyclists (LAB) recognizes
municipalities that actively support bicycling.
Corvallis has received a Gold-level rating since 2002
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TIPS FOR THE CYCLIST

Corvallis Parks

Corvallis has a great park system!

Cyclists will find many of these facilities useful.

A matrix showing which parks offer amenities such
as water, restrooms, or picnic sites can be found at
www.corvallisoregon.gov/parks

Sharrows

Sharrows are used to show motorists that cyclists
may "take the lane" and helps show cyclists good
lane positioning. Use the sharrow markings to guide
where you ride within the lane.

Ride With The Traffic

Riding against the traffic places the bicyclist in a
location at intersections that may be overlooked by
motorists watching for the normal flow of oncoming
traffic. Riding the wrong direction endangers other
riders and is unpredictable for motorists. Riding the
wrong direction in bike lanes is a violation and
leading cause of bicycle crashes.

Be Predictable

Obey traffic signs and signals. Motorists need to
know what you are planning to do, even when you
are in a bike lane. Signal well in advance if you
intend to turn or merge into another lane.

Position Yourself Correctly at Intersections

If you are turning, signal appropriately, watch for
cars, and merge carefully to the center of the turn
lane. Make your turn occupying the same space an
automobile would. If you are not turning, follow the
bike lane and watch for cars that may be crossing
the bike lane.

Be Visible

Wear bright and reflective clothing. Oregon law
requires the use of lights when riding after dark.
You must have a white light visible at least 500 ft
to the front and a red reflector or light on the rear.

Ride Defensively

Avoid riding in the blind spots of motor vehicle
drivers. Be sure the automobile driver has seen you
before making a maneuver that puts you in conflict
with the automobile. Watch for cars turning suddenly
at driveways and intersections. Other hazards to look
for are opening car doors, loose gravel, and rough
pavement. When the road is wet, everything is
slippery. Cross angled railroad tracks carefully to
maintain control of your bicycle. Pedestrians and
roller skaters popping out from between parked cars
can also be a hazard. At intersections, be prepared
for cars turning across your path. If in doubt, merge
into the automobile lane to travel through the
intersection.

Wear a Helmet

Head injuries are often severe and debilitating. A
safety approved bicycle helmet can protect you from
head injuries. Youth under the age of 16 are required
to wear a helmet by state law.

Roundabouts
Stay right when using traffic circles. Traffic already
in the circle has the right of way.

For corrections or updates: call the Transportation Program Specialist at 541.766.6916



