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CITY OF CORVALLIS 
JOINT ADVISORY BOARDS MEETING MINUTES 

CORVALLIS PARKS, NATURAL AREAS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
BENTON COUNTY NATURAL AREAS AND PARKS ADVISORY BOARD 

GREENBELT LAND TRUST BOARD 
MAY 21, 2015 

 
Michael Pope, Executive Director of the Greenbelt Land Trust (GLT) opened the meeting at 6:33 p.m. in 
the Walnut Community Room. Participants introduced themselves.  
 
Attending:   
PNARAB: 
Lynda Wolfenbarger, Vice-Chair, Tatiana Dierwechter, Simone Frei, Deb Rose, Anthony Stumbo, Ralph 
Alig, Phillip Hays, Marc Vomocil, Rich Sumner, Janice Rosenberg; Jude Geist, Parks Operations 
Supervisor; Jackie Rochefort, Park Planner; Mark Lindgren, Recorder.  
 
Greenbelt Land Trust: 
Ralph Alig, Tremaine Arkley, Ethan Hasenstein, Lyle Hutchens, Chris Kiilsgaard, Lisa Mykrantz-Brown, 
Curt Rose; Michael Pope, Executive Director; Elizabeth Records, Stewardship and Volunteer Specialist.  
 
Benton County Natural Areas and Parks Advisory Board (BCNAPAB): 
Phillip Hays, Chair; Jay Sexton, Vice Chair; Kent Daniels, Janine Salwasser, Ellen Tappon; Andrew 
Damitio, Student Member; Jeff Powers, Parks Director. 
 
 
CONTENT OF DISCUSSION 
 
I. DEVELOPMENT OF A JOINT RECREATION MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR BALD 

HILL NATURAL AREA, BALD HILL FARM AND FITTON GREEN NATURAL AREA. 
Greenbelt Land Trust (GLT) Director Michael Pope said the three groups were doing 
collaborative work in the general Bald Hill area. Respective leadership and staff prepared the 
agenda, and felt that it was time to review multijurisdictional ideals and ways to improve 
communications and messaging to the public, especially regarding restoration. He noted that 
Fitton Green had been misspelled in the agenda. He suggested considering other models of 
collaborations, such as the Eugene area’s decade-old “Rivers to Ridges” project. This project 
involves different organizations with similar missions to come together to develop a common 
vision and in some cases, a common work plan. 
 
Pope displayed an illustration of the Willamette Valley prior to European settlement, an early 
sketch of Bald Hill Farm, and a map of adjoining natural areas and conservation easements, 
totaling about 1,500 acres of protected lands. He said it was an opportunity to look at how to do 
some common management, in terms of conservation goals and recreation.  
 
He displayed a map from the Institute of Applied Ecology’s Habitat Conservation Plan for 
properties in Benton County, which looks at the flow of prairie species and the immediate and 
long-term conservation opportunities in the area. He highlighted Benton County’s Habitat 
Conservation Plan, noting that features in the area include wetlands, upland prairie savanna, oak 
woodlands with legacy oaks, and mixed and pure conifer stands. The rare, large size of the Bald 
Hill protected area meets habitat needs for many rare and endangered bird and butterfly species.  
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The area also has created a complex of recreational opportunities just minutes from Corvallis 
downtown. Trail connectivity has been improved between the different areas. There have been 
discussions of additional trails; some of those connections will require OSU to get more involved. 
The area also contains a number of cultural resources from early settlement.  
 
Pope said the community contained a number of enthusiastic volunteers to help carry the work 
forward, saying that we tend to focus more on the challenges than the opportunities. He 
highlighted a Bald Hill/Fitton Green Collaborative Management Agreement. The first key 
component of that would be development of a Recreational Management Plan for the multi-
jurisdictional lands, which would include completing a Recreational Use Survey; developing 
common rules for the areas, with the same area closing language and signs; sharing maintenance 
responsibilities; future trail connections; etc. The second key component would be development 
of a Habitat Restoration and Conservation Plan.   
 
He highlighted the model of the Rivers to Ridges Partnership (begun in 2002) in the Eugene area, 
with fifteen partners. It established a vision for the area, then established an Executive Team. An 
Action Team (mostly staff) meets a half dozen times a year on prioritized projects, and a Field 
Operations Group (FOG) with representatives from the various organizations coordinates on-the-
ground activities and shares technical information and experience. Members pay dues. He added 
that The Intertwine Alliance in Portland had about 200 group members working together on 
habitat and recreation management.  
 
Powers sought comment on whether the Rivers to Ridges structure had promise. Salwasser said 
the focus could be on Bald Hill and Fitton Green for now but there should be a plan with a larger 
picture, such as including the Corvallis to the Sea Trail. Pope suggested coming back to discuss 
the proposed geography. He highlighted other area stakeholders, such as the Marys River 
Watershed Council; the Institute for Applied Ecology, OSU; and potentially, the Long Tom 
Watershed Council. He said one possibility was to start with a smaller geography, such as the 
Bald Hill area, and look at developing a joint operational plan.  
 
Ralph Alig said the PNARAB’s dog committee found a number of issues that pointed to some 
areas in which the groups should work on together. Hays said most recreational users don’t pay 
attention to who manages an area, nor do they care, and different signs are confusing, so this is a 
perfect place for the groups to start working together. We need to put all our logos on signs; 
Powers agreed that that would show it was a collaborative effort in regard to policy and 
objectives. Kent Daniels said it was a good place to start, since all three organizations have a big 
stake in the area. Ellen Tappon noted that there is heavy use of the area, so it’s important we take 
a big-picture look at it. Tatiana Dierwechter said we should look at new ways of collaborating, 
and starting on this area could be a good start in working together.  
 
Pope said potential trail linkages could be part of the recreational management plan. He noted that 
OSU appeared to be open to exciting potential new trail connections through some OSU 
properties. Powers said heavier recreational use has led to parking, littering and other people 
management problems, so we need to look at it globally.  
 
Alig noted that parking overflow at the north Bald Hill parking lot is leading to those parking on 
the adjacent Oak Creek Road getting ticketed. It’s being loved to death, and adding a trail to 
Dimple Hill will add to the demand there. Dierwechter highlighted the long-range Transportation 
System Planning Initiative just getting underway, saying that access to trails and recreational 
opportunities was an asset, and that there was a real opportunity now for advocates to assert that 
transit to trailheads was an opportunity to reduce the need for cars. Hays said that by working 
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together, we can inform and encourage recreational users to use other opportunities in order to 
reduce demand at heavily used sites.  
 
Rich Sumner said that by working together, we can monitor usage and help address overuse and 
maintenance. Tappon said most trails were near natural areas, and that represents a real balance; 
we have to educate users. Powers gave the example of sensitive meadows being managed at 
Fitton Green; it requires educating users. Alig highlighted the example of off-leash dogs using 
Oak Creek.  
 
 

II. PARKING OF CARS AND BIKES AT BALD HILL NATURAL AREA AND FITTON 
GREEN NATURAL AREA. 
Jude Geist said the Oak Creek Drive parking lot was the most heavily used lot, and is probably 
favored due to the generally flat trail through Bald Hill Farm and Bald Hill Natural Area. It has 
28 spaces, and is bordered by the creek and the road, so it is not expandable. Part of the solution 
can be signage, to educate on where else to park and enjoy the area. The less well-known 
Reservoir Road lot is graveled, with two paved ADA spaces, and potential to expand it to 
accommodate 25-50 cars. It may be less popular because it is a long walk on a multi-use path, 
shared with many other recreational users, to get to the popular short flat walking loop.  

 
Andrew Damitio asked about the potential of land owned by the Fairgrounds for parking; Geist 
replied that most bike access is via the Midge Cramer multi-use path from the Fairgrounds. 
Daniels said a larger issue is that other recreational sites in the area also often have limited 
parking, as well. The Dan’s Trail entry near Crescent Valley High School was closed to cars. 
Geist noted that the Fairgrounds lot gets filled quickly during events there.  
 
Pope highlighted another potential Bald Hill parking option in a nearby area off Oak Creek Drive 
which has potential for additional parking, but it would require building a bridge across the creek 
to access existing paths. Geist cautioned that a connecting trail from that site may also have 
natural features issues. He advocated determining the ideal number of spaces needed, and 
spreading out parking, if possible.  
 
Hays highlighted possible connections and hikes to other areas (other than Bald Hill) from the 
potential parking lot site that Pope suggested. Tappon noted that many users only wanted half-
mile to mile-long walks; Pope agreed that many walkers only did the popular short loop at Bald 
Hill. Tappon suggested doing a survey of users to determine that; Powers suggested that OSU 
students conduct the survey.  
 
Powers noted that the Fitton Green Panorama parking lot only had ten spaces. There has been a 
vision for a south access there at the Mulkey Ridge property, but there are concerns for neighbors 
there. Cardwell Hill has east and west access, with a small lot at the rear; there was little 
possibility of increasing their size significantly, since these and other nearby lots had land use and 
topographic limitations to such expansion. He added that with recent concerns about fire, the 
County’s Community Wildfire Protection Plan was looking at possible emergency access via 
Fitton Green and Oak Creek.  
 
 

 III. STANDARD LANGUAGE FOR SIGNAGE USED BY THE THREE AGENCIES. 
Geist said there was an opportunity to work together on signage, including regarding rules and 
regulations. An example is how the City uses the term “Dogs off-leash” areas, while the County 
uses the term “Dog must be under voice control”, which is much the same thing. We should use 
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signs with similar colors and jurisdiction logos. Hays emphasized the importance of listing 
ordinances; otherwise, police cannot cite offenders. We can also work on common trail sign 
appearance and materials, such as carbonite, and use the same trail names.  
 
Arkley asked about the increasing Spanish speaking population (currently 7% in Benton County); 
Geist added that language and international symbols would be incorporated. Dierwechter added 
that a quarter of school district kindergartners speak a different language, so the area will be 
become much more diverse, and there will also be more older adults seeking to live healthy lives. 
Powers stated the Health Department has been supportive regarding trails.  
 
Pope said the signs should be an easy thing to start working on together. Geist said we should 
make sure sign language is consistent regarding trail closures, dogs, parking, etc. Rosenberg said 
that often trail maps only show trails within the jurisdiction that published the map, with blank 
areas with no trails showing; Geist agreed the groups could discuss kiosk maps.  Hays added the 
OSU College of Forestry was also working on this.   
 
Alig asked about a possible time frame for completing this work. Pope said the Bald Hill 
Management Plan should be completed by summer or early fall; it is under review by granting 
agencies. He said the GLT got grant funding for signage in the Bald Hill area. He advocated 
polling trail users, and asking what they want regarding information and interpretation. Powers     
suggested keeping it simple for now by separating out issues of policy from those of 
interpretation and messaging. Policy signage should be completed by summer 2016.  
 
Arkley advocated keeping people out of critical habitats; sometimes fencing is needed to keep 
people from loving an area to death. Hays related that the OSU MacDonald Forest Recreational 
Advisory Committee felt that building attractive trails was a good way to subtly direct people 
away from sensitive areas.  
 
Sexton suggested providing a parking area closer to the main trail than the existing Oak Creek 
Drive parking lot, so it would be more attractive, and highlighting the possibility of acquiring an 
area for that purpose behind the old Brand S factory. Salwasser advocated a formal partnership 
with OSU, so OSU can be involved from the outset in planning, rather than much later in the 
process. The participation of classes would be a huge benefit to projects. Tappon agreed that that 
would be a huge benefit to students in various ways, as well.  
 
Alig highlighted closures for bike and horse use of trails, and monitoring and enforcement; 
Powers said that was a challenge, and suggested working on education before enforcement. 
Records said the GLT has Volunteer Naturalists that count different recreation uses on County 
trails that go through GLT land, and help monitor. She said other agencies have used such 
volunteers in an enforcement role (they may only speak to offenders, and they can’t write tickets).  
 
Ethan Hasenstein said signage seemed resource intensive and that managers must first determine 
whether data supported that increased signage actually results in reduced user violations and 
conflicts. He suspected there would continue to be increased violations even with signage, and 
noting that signs could be expensive. Alig said the Animal Control Officer’s hours were from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., not when many people are walking their dogs, and related that the PNARAB dog 
committee found that volunteer enforcement would be too dangerous. He emphasized the 
importance of the threat of enforcement. Hasenstein said that given the disregard of signage, other 
outreach was also needed.  
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Hays said that if you don’t sign, then people don’t know whether they should be in an area or not. 
In his experience over the years, he’d found that signs regarding picking up dog waste have 
worked very well. Rosenberg said that providing trash cans and bag dispensers have also been 
important, along with signage.  
 
Geist said we also need outreach on the reasons for seasonal trail closures, and suggesting 
alternatives where people can go during a closure. Sumner suggested using volunteers to collect 
data to identify areas where enforcement can be focused. Hayes highlighted the use of Trail Patrol 
volunteers at OSU College of Forestry trailheads, along with unobtrusive automatic counters to 
monitor levels of trail usage. Pope expressed caution about using volunteers to confront people.  
 
 

IV. TRAIL CHANGES AT BALD HILL FARM AND BALL HILL FARMS. 
Pope highlighted a new City trail planned on a side of Bald Hill, and the GLT and County adding 
rocking on the Mulkey Ridge Trail. Geist highlighted the map of Bald Hill, reporting that the 
south Reservoir Road parking lot leads to a switchback trail that has gotten very muddy 
seasonally, largely due to inappropriate off-season use. Geist said there has been discussion with 
users, such as Team Dirt, of how to design an alternative trail that can be used all winter, and now 
a plant and terrain assessment was underway for the new trail. This could make the south parking 
lot more attractive.  
 
Hays said it seemed that most of the inappropriate winter bike use that is damaging the 
switchback trail seemed to be arriving from the OSU area; those users appear to under 23 years 
old. He suggested creating a winter alternative trail from the junction at the south parking lot at 
the Fairgrounds. Geist said the Rotary After 5 group had donated funds for the trail, which is now 
being brushed out.  
 
 

V.  UPCOMING OAK RELEASE RESTORATION PROJECTS AND COMMON 
MESSAGING ACROSS ORGANIZATIONS.  
Geist highlighted a joint restoration project at Timberhill Natural Area, Chip Ross Park and 
MacDonald Forest, funded by the state, involving about 100 acres. Many oaks there are at a 
critical phase of needing release from adjacent competing fir. Restoration of upland prairie 
(which is normally difficult to obtain) would be funded from revenue from the cut fir timber.  
 
Powers highlighted efforts to keep fir out of critical meadows in Beazell Forest. He noted that the 
ice storm this winter caused a lot of damage in alder and fir there. Much will remain down, a little 
will be salvaged, and some will be thinned.  
 
Some objectives at Fort Hoskins Park are to recreate the 1860’s historic landscape and protect 
oaks. Some fir will start to be thinned next week, and revenue will be used to enhance 
interpretation. Daniels advocated the importance of releasing oaks in Witham Oaks area, as well.  
 
Elizabeth Records said that the GLT has a two-year Woodlands Stewardship Project underway in 
the Mulkey Creek area. The project will start by protecting oaks that are being overtopped. Other 
areas will be managed as a working fir forest, and other areas as oak savanna. She highlighted a 
proposed trail re-alignment, to get the trail off the road, separated by a fence. She displayed an 
informational brochure that seeks to educate site users; it links to a website for additional 
information. She emphasized the need to point out that forest management is about more than just 
cutting trees.  
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She noted the need to carefully choose language to communicate to the public. Geist said many 
users have become accustomed to the fir in Chip Ross, so cutting them will be a shock to many. 
Hays said the College of Forestry learned the importance of getting the word out to trail users 
before they arrive at a trail, so they can plan accordingly. Records highlighted sample sign 
wording, which could be accompanied by informational brochures.  
 
Hays said signage must be early and large, and having dates on them is helpful; Records 
cautioned that changing conditions (such as weather and fires) can lead to uncertainty in project 
dates; also, the GLT would like to reuse the expensive signs. Hays related that huge areas in 
MacDonald Forest are being closed in order to clean up from winter storms and it’s uncertain 
how long that will take; however, users seem to be taking it well. Records noted that it was a 
working forest and regarded as such by the community. Powers added that it is a fairly 
sophisticated community. Pope noted that fires last year really woke up the community to the 
issue.  
 
 

VI.  CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION PLAN.  
Rochefort summarized the Council chose climate change as one of its seven Goals. However, the 
Budget Commission on April 30 chose not to fund the goal. The Council will discuss it at its June 
1 meeting. The City Parks and Rec Department works on the issue by increasing green space and 
urban forest (it has an Urban Forestry Management Plan), and protects natural areas, thus creating 
a positive effect on climate change. During the recent Parks and Rec 2013 Master Plan 
amendment presentation to the Planning Commission (as part of the Comprehensive Plan), the 
League of Women Voters commended the department’s positive work regarding climate change 
but suggested making climate change more explicit in the plan by dedicating a chapter to it in the 
Master Plan; it is now present as a Goal. The department’s Master Plan must align with several 
relevant Statewide Planning Goals; Article 5 in the Comp Plan refers to natural resources.   
 
Alig suggested convening a brainstorming group on the big picture of climate change, with 
education opportunities and looking at local impacts and research. He felt there would be more 
attention to fire in the future. Dierwechter added that Public Health could partner on aspects such 
as emergency preparedness, disaster response, food access and security, etc. Salwasser expected 
having to respond to regional population growth due to climate change.  
 
Dierwechter asked about next steps working together; Pope replied that staff would bring back 
ideas and the boards could have more discussions. He added that it would be helpful to also have 
OSU in the room and advocated using the “Rivers to Ridges” partnership model he’d earlier 
outlined, which would include additional organizations. Dierwechter said staff collaboration was 
useful, but also suggested making additional linkages with community coalitions and groups, 
which can advocate and help raise awareness. Tappon agreed that in a time of decreased 
resources, working together is vital.  
 
Pope concurred, saying funders such as the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and the 
NRCS are emphasizing partnerships. Geist noted that the partnership aspect was enormously 
helpful in getting grant funding for the restoration project, involving habitat that crosses 
jurisdictional boundaries. Daniels praised staff work in convening the meeting.  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 


