
IRISH BEND COVERED BRIDGE (CAMPUS WAY-OAK CREEK) REPAIR 
 

 
Description: This important historic covered bridge is in need of maintenance in order to preserve its 

integrity.  Without the proposed maintenance, the bridge will fall into disrepair and 
eventually will have to be closed to the public.  Improvements include: painting, 
fumigating, new roof, a fire sprinkler suppression system, paving, and miscellaneous 
structure repairs.    

 
Timeline:   Construction to occur 2020 
  Estimated design and construction cost - $420,733 
 
Funding:   County General Fund, State Transportation Enhancement Discretionary Program, 

National Historic Covered Bridge Preservation Program 
         
Status:   Contract to be awarded to 3 Kings Environmental on June 12, 2020. 

Background: Benton County has three covered bridges and all are considered to have historical 
significance.  The Irish Bend Covered Bridge was built using a standard Highway Division 
design dating back to the 1920s. Following its construction in 1954, the bridge provided 
access across the Willamette Slough on Irish Bend Road, approximately 15 miles south of 
Corvallis. Following installation of two large culverts and realignment of the road in 1975, 
the Irish Bend covered span languished until it was dismantled in 1988. Through 
negotiations, an agreement was reached between Benton County officials and Oregon 
State University to re-construct it on university property in Corvallis. The Irish Bend 
Covered Bridge was relisted to the National Register of Historic Places in 2013 (it was 
originally listed in 1979, but removed from the list when it was moved from its original 
location). 


