
 
 
 

Office: (541) 766-6821 
Fax: (541) 766-6891 

360 SW Avery Ave 

Corvallis, OR 97330 

co.benton.or.us 

STORMWATER IMPLEMENTATION GROUP 

MEETING NOTES APRIL 22, 2022 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Gordon Kurtz, Associate Engineer, BCPW 
2. Sheanna Steingass, Environmental Project Coordinator, PCPW 
3. Barbara Hartz, Landmark Realty 
4. Kathleen Westly, Restoration Project Manager, MRWC 
5. Holly Purpura, Director of MRWC 
6. Kevin Fear, Philomath Public Works Direction 
7. Joe Heaney, Vineyard Mountain Road District 
8. Amalia Handler, Research Scientist – Freshwater ecosystems, EPA 
9. Richard Raymond, Environmental Consultant (Retired) – NPDES, Watersheds 
10. Jasmine Garcia-Lawson, Project Coordinator MRWC 
11. Ryan Johnson, OR DEQ Stormwater Liaison 
12. Alycia McBride, Interested Benton County Resident 

 

 6:00: INDIVIDUAL INTRODUCTIONS BY GROUP PARTICIPANTS 
 

Group Purpose: Gordon K 

 EPA implemented various provisions around the Clean 

Water Act – first phase was directed at communities 

at 100,000 residents or more.  

 Phase II began in early 2000’s and reached urbanized 

populations of 50,000 or more; this includes Benton 

County 

 Successfully implemented the four of the six 

required control measures, but there are two 

remaining and they deal with construction site 

erosion and sediment control, and post-construction 

stormwater management. 

 We can’t debate the content of the permit, but we 

can debate and interpret the way that these are 

implemented in Benton County. 

 If there are others you think that should 

participate from other industries, please spread the 

word – construction contractors, developers, other 

industry professionals who will be most affected by 

these measures. 



    

 These remaining two control measures will ultimately 

result in Code Changes for Benton County. 

 One of the completed control measures resulted in 

changes to Chapters 31 and 36 of the Benton County 

Code. 

 

Question: Joe H: How does the City of Corvallis fall 

into this plan? 

 

G Kurtz: Corvallis-Urban Fringe Management Agreement; 

when development occurs within the urban growth 

boundary but outside the city limits, the City Standard 

is implemented. 

Illicit discharge code updated recently; rather than 

implement in the MS4, it applies county-wide. 

 

When a county is part of an MS4, EPA will require that 

we apply it county-wide, we have to implement in the 

entire county rather than just the MS4. Ideally our 

model will be based upon standards established by the 

Cities of Philomath, Corvallis, and Albany for 

detention/retention and water quality/treatment. 

 

**Shea and Gordon will include the MS4 boundary map in 

next meeting’s materials.  

 

Kathleen W: Are Corvallis and N. Albany standards 

different than Philomath? 

Gordon: Corvallis is the most rigorous, but Albany has 

lower thresholds for treatment and detention. 

 

Barb H: We should make sure that we all are in general 

agreement with the measures instead of rubber stamping 

if there is no flexibility.  

 

Sheanna S: We will have discussions later on after 

folks are more introduced to materials, but first few 

meetings will be reviewing and clarifying materials.  

 

Gordon K: Next meeting, we will start with Control 

Measure 5 since it’s the most challenging.  

 

Questions? 

Richard Raymond: Can they have a copy of the permit? 

(Gordon will send) 

 

Kathleen W: MRWC is interested in green stormwater 

infrastructure; what about that in this plan? 



    

 

Gordon K: One of the requirements of CM5 is that 

barriers to Low Impact Development need to be removed. 

Advocates strongly for use of LID to accomplish goals 

as stated. 

Purpose is to give people the option to use industry-

standard LID techniques both during development and on 

their property.  It is challenging to use urban LID 

designs in rural settings. 

 

 

Next Meetings: Will proceed with what works for folks 


