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STORMWATER IMPLEMENTATION GROUP 

MEETING NOTES JULY 14, 2022 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

1. Gordon Kurtz (Benton County Public Works) 
2. Sheanna Steingass (Benton County Public Works) 
3. Daniel Redick (Benton County Community Development) 
4. Kevin Fear (City of Philomath Public Works) 
5. Ryan Johnson (OR DEQ) 
6. Richard Raymond 
7. Joe Heaney 
8. David Dodson 
9. Scott Statten 
10. Ken Pellett 

 
 
 

Treatment Standards 

 Gordon has worked with WesTech and City of Philomath 

staff to create a regional precipitation model which 

will be used to create a relatively simple equation 

regarding treatment standards for development and 

calculate the amount of area of stormwater 

infiltration (e.g. bioswales, LIDs, etc.) that can 

effectively treat runoff from developed impervious 

surfaces. 

 We will review the outcome of this model in the 

October meeting. 

 

 

Post-Construction Long-Term Maintenance and Monitoring 

 LID systems are very useful for the urban 

environment; but less so for the rural environment.  

Bioswales and ditches are more common standards for 

rural development. 

 Shallow ponds are useable and are somewhat popular 

because they appear as a field most of the time.  

Based around earthwork and elevation and planting. 



    

 Urban storm systems can require a fair amount of 

maintenance as opposed to natural features 

 

 

Current Benton County work in regards to changing 

stormwater standards 

 Benton County does not want to adopt stormwater 

standards that differ significantly from 

detention/treatment standards in other 

municipalities within the County. 

 Gordon K. met with City of Philomath and Westech 

staff and it was decided that the County will likely 

adhere to Philomath’s standards because they are 

adequate for regional needs, and will adopt ODOT’s 

Details regarding design standards for 

stormwater/erosion control infrastructure.  Note: 

Some of ODOT’s details may need to be altered to 

reflect our standards, and, where possible, 

ideas/concepts/innovations/methodologies from 

Albany/Corvallis/Philomath may inform those changes 

or simply be adopted or added to our standards 

outright. 

 Standards for maintenance and construction of 

facilities will rely on the conditions of the 

current 1200-C permit.  

 The result should be a streamlined, relatively 

simplified set of codes, standards and requirements 

that will serve Benton County as a region rather 

than have variation between urban areas or 

localities. 

 Conditions from the 1200-C permit will also apply to 

the County’s Erosion and Sediment Control manual. 

 There will be a lot of work in the next six months, 

but all of the documents being created will tie to 

one another consistently.  

 Gordon should have stormwater model back to share 

with the group in October. 

 Shea and Gordon will start on code modifications in 

October so we have something to share with the group 

and get feedback. 

 

 

Discussion 

 Ryan: When the time comes to have the conversation 

with ODOT, Ryan can be there to help facilitate. 

 1200-C may be more rigorous than what is required 

for MS4 Permit but it is a good place to start. 



    

 Gordon – going beyond the boundaries of the MS4 and 

also ensuring that what we are doing with the NPDES 

program is in alignment with the county wide 

mandates required for the TMDL (Total Maximum Daily 

(Pollutant) Load) program. 

 Gordon – having standards that align with other 

municipalities within the agency is a good thing 

because it evens the playing field.  

 QUESTION - Scott S – What are going to be the 

differences in standards between major industrial/ag 

industrial development (Nutrien Ag Solutions-

Llewellyn Road) and more domestic development like 

horse barns, arenas, large shops, wineries, etc. 

 Gordon – Would call Nutrien Ag Solutions facility an 

industrial agricultural application (roads built, 

outbuildings, silos, weigh station, etc.) Whereas 

somebody building a horse barn on Oak Creek, that 

would fall into outright agricultural use. Raising 

horses is an agricultural activity so by that 

technicality you may fall outside of non-ag uses and 

not be subject. However, if they were part of a 

common plan of development or residential use, they 

would fall within the standards.  Note: This may not 

be the correct interpretation. 

 Ryan – the permit doesn’t differentiate between 

agricultural buildings and developments. This would 

be creating impervious surface technically, but Ryan 

will dig into it more.  

 Scott – a lot of the permit is about educating folks 

that may not even know what they are required in 

terms of storm water standards. 

 Gordon – one of the main purposes of this group is 

to gain information as to how we can best engage and 

educate folks to let them know this is coming.  

Input from the SWIG is very important on how to 

reach and inform folks between now and February 

2023; engineers, builders, contractors, site work 

specialists and developers in general. 

 Scott – important to rely on contractors ‘worth 

their salt’ and to start getting the message out 

ASAP to make sure everyone knows what is coming 

along; going out to the businesses involved in 

development. 

 Gordon – do you have a suggestion as to how to get 

this out? 



    

 Scott – YES. Can visit with Ryan McAlister; there 

are folks within the industry that he can get the 

word out to. 

 Gordon – thinking about a half page sheet to sit 

next to building permit counter to be handed out to 

all visitors to the Building and Planning 

Departments.  

 Scott – Would highly suggest this as owners and 

contractors are going to be seeing this.  

 Scott – when you are a superintendent on a project, 

you often get blindsided by one aspect of the 

project.  It is important to step back and take a 

look at the overall picture; there are a lot of 

things that happen on a project, and it depends on 

the size and the scope. Need to know how far the 

implementation of this will go; there will be some 

changes in regards to floodplain, urban fringe 

areas, etc. but perhaps not agricultural exemptions 

(Ryan is looking into this).  Everything we do has 

to comply with the permit. 

 Dave - One thing to be cautious about having an 

understanding of what those standards are and how 

they are triggered, and potential alternatives.  

Example: working on a church expansion with a large 

addition and slight expansion to parking lot and 

just over the detention threshold, so the client 

made the decision to do impervious paving to bring 

down the area paved to avoid going over the 

threshold 

 Dave - Until we have the new standards in place, 

people won’t know how they apply to and what 

alternatives are available; whoever is dealing with 

the permits needs to be personable and work with 

folks in terms of options and how to get things in 

line rather than just redline plans, and say “bring 

me another rock”, etc. 

 Gordon – the County should have that model when 

dealing with these types of things.  The County’s 

goal when working with the public whether it be 

health services or development is service supported 

by effective communication.  We often need to be 

creative to come up with solutions when applicants 

have limited resources, accelerated timelines, 

alternative approaches, or unique circumstances. 

 Gordon – maintenance and repair are critical 

elements of employing LIDs and similar treatments; 

if you don’t anticipate maintenance it will cease to 



    

function after a short while which defeats the 

purpose of LIDs. 

 Scott – important to say what is coming, but a lot 

of people will also be more receptive as to WHY. 

 

 

Welcome Ken Pellett! Ken is the lead superintendent for 

Mid-Valley Gravel; been working with MVG for 35 years, 

trying to learn how to navigate all of these new changes 

and work as a team to implement standards while 

continuing to be successful.  Ken is a new member of the 

SWIG. 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 We will have a meeting with Ryan Johnson, OR DEQ 

next month 

 No September meeting 

 October will be updates as to treatment standards 

and getting input on further outreach, 

implementation and meetings. 

 
 


