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STORMWATER IMPLEMENTATION GROUP 

MEETING NOTES OCTOBER 13, 2022 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Scott Statten – Gerding Builders 
Joe Heaney – Vineyard Mountain Special Road District 
John Myers – Mechanical & Metallurgic Engineer, Corvallis resident 
Amalia Handler – EPA employee, Corvallis resident and interested citizen 
David Dodson – Land use planning consultant 
Ken Pellett – Mid Valley Gravel 
Barbara Hartz – Landmark Realty  
Richard Raymond – Resident, retired water quality consultant 
Holly Purpura, Executive Director Marys River Watershed Council 
Daniel Redick – Benton County Community Development 
Gordon Kurtz – Benton County Public Works 
Sheanna Steingass – Benton County Public Works 
James Wright – Benton County Community Development 

 
 
 
 

Watershed fact: 47% of Benton County’s landmass falls 

within the Marys River Watershed 

 

Gordon:  

 Catching up and remembering where we were in August; 

we very much appreciate all of the input we have 

received thus far. 

 We are still struggling with Control Measure 5, but 

we have made progress regarding outreach efforts and 

have started meeting with Community Development 

regularly to ensure we are all on the same page.  

 Next major phase of these meetings is to discuss 

Control Measure 4. Most of the basics of this 

control measure are already in effect or industry 

standards. The major change is the threshold for 

which people will have to acquire permits, which is 

going down to ¼ acre. 



    

 Permitting does not have to go through DEQ but is a 

local permitting process.  

 Larger players in the construction industry have 

already learned to adjust to this, but small 

builders and property owners will have a learning 

curve 

 Shea – we will also share materials with you in the 

last meeting (December) 

 Can we answer questions regarding this? 

 

Barb: Has seen situations in the past when erosion 

control was used in areas where it wasn’t necessary. Is 

there latitude given to the County to determine what ESC 

measures are necessary? These measures can be very 

expensive. 

 

 

 

Gordon:  

 Scott gave us a good example last time we met about a 

residence built in a grass field. The answer is ‘yes’ 

there is latitude; each site is unique. One of the 

primary questions is how close you are to the 

headwaters of a waterway? If you’re not near anything 

and have a large amount of vegetation and space between 

you and the nearest stream, detention won’t be nearly 

as much of an issue. 

 There are going to be areas in the county where you are 

exempt from detention and treatment, etc. These are all 

site-based decisions. There is an attempt on our part 

to be reasonable. 

 

Scott: The other half of that point is that the better 

information and education each contractor has, the better 

they will be able to appeal or discuss options.  

 

Gordon: The issue isn’t really enforcement, it’s 

achieving what is needed with the least amount of 

obstacles possible. ESC plans are modifiable and it 

becomes the responsibility of the contractor to notice if 

changes can be made and documented while working with 

County staff. We have to document reasons for exceptions.  

 

We really pride ourselves at the County on working 

positively with the public and to make flexible and 

reasonable decisions.  Our new Associate Planner has done 



    

this type of work at previous jobs and has experience 

working with people and making common sense decisions.  

 

Barb: Is there going to be something in writing that if a 

contractor finds something unreasonable, can they get it 

modified or reconsidered? 

 

Gordon: We can have a mechanism for that in the Code, but 

the main thing is showing that we have documented what 

was done, and why. The current and upcoming Stormwater 

control measures are a continuation of a program that 

started years ago with heavy industry and is now moving 

into smaller construction. IN a completed subdivision, 

when you’re building a house next to a new curb, the 

avenue for sediment to hit streams and rivers is much 

shorter; this is a proportionately large impact. By 

controlling sediment and pollutants at source is 

basically an expansion of the same measures for 

relatively little effort that have a large impact on 

water quality.  

 

Community Roundtable: 

James: These are taking place in the mornings and are an 

avenue for activity community engagement to gather input. 

Builders and contractors are going to have more 

experience on a day to day basis than the inspector.  

 

Gordon: Do you have to be invited to the Roundtable? 

Shea: When, where? 

Gordon: Quarterly (next in January?) and there are 

presentations by people at the County regarding a variety 

of topics; then there is an open floor for discussion and 

bringing up new topics. Held at the new BOC Chambers at 

the Kalapuya Building on the first floor. 

James: 23 total at the last Roundtable, 10 were County 

Staff. Gordon presented to a wide variety of contractors, 

architects, surveyors, designers, planners, etc.  

 

Gordon: As things come up with our NPDES effort, if that 

hits bumps and needs additional attention, that is a good 

forum to bring it to. If there are problems we want to be 

be able to hear and respond to them. 

 

David Dodson: Are you looking for advice in general, or a 

liaison from this group; he would be willing to do that. 

If there is a calendar or more info please share. 

 



    

James: That would be very valuable to have a regular 

participant from this group.  

 

Gordon: The more people participating in this process, 

the more successful they will be. 

 

 


