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SW 53rd Street Improvements

• Why are we here?

• History of existing improvements

• Update on proposed improvements

• Safety

• Urbanization

• Mobility

• We need your input!



First – some history…

• City and County first studied this corridor 
in the 1980’s!

• Improve the railroad crossing!

• Improve the existing underpass

• Replace the underpass with an at-
grade crossing

• Construct an overpass



Go Over, Not Under…



30 Years Later…
Why hasn’t the overcrossing been built?

• Development happened somewhere else

• Project Priorities

• Funding

• Breaking projects out into phases



What has been done?

• Signal at Harrison/Walnut (1999)

• Urbanization in front of Fairgrounds(2005)

• Open House for SW 53rd Street Corridor 

(2011)

• Realignment of Reservoir Avenue (2011)

• West Hills Neighborhood Meeting (2012)

• Roundabout at SW West Hills and 53rd

(2015)



Why study the crossing more?

• Almost thirty years had passed…

• New environmental regulations

• Advances in construction methods

• Raising the tracks became a feasible option

• Needed to update costs and benefits

• Development is happening at a larger scale

• Sylvia Subdivision

• Dunawi Lane

• The Retreat

• Proposed annexation



Anything different this time?

• Two options were found financially equivalent:

• Raise the railroad and improve the underpass

• Construct an overpass

• Overpass has other benefits

• Naturalize Dunawi Creek

o Continue work from Reservoir Ave Realignment Project

• Utilize recycled box beams from the Oregon Department of Transportation

• The Overpass remained the preferred option!

• Board directed staff to proceed with design in 2012
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Project Costs and Funding

• Current estimate: between $7.5 and $8.5 million

• Grants 

• Oregon Transportation Infrastructure Bank (low interest loan)

• State Allocation



Next steps?

• Continue to receive feedback

• Refine the design

• Neighborhood meeting next year

• Finalize design in 2018

• County to pursue funding – prioritize projects

• Earliest construction could begin 2021



Questions?
• Small group discussions

• Google goggles!

Contact Information: 
Laurel Byer, County Engineer

laurel.byer@co.benton.or.us

541-766-6821


