
f

Drones - Unmanned 
Aerial Systems (sUAS)

The Benton County Sheriff’s Office uses many tools 
to keep our community safe.  Among them are Small 
Unmanned Aerial Systems (sUAS), more commonly 
known as drones.

This technology is useful in reducing costs and 
improving the safety of the public and deputies.  At 
the same time, the use of sUAS by our agency is 
strictly regulated to ensure that privacy, civil rights, 
and civil liberties are protected.

Drones are well suited for search and rescue work 
because they can cover a lot of ground quickly.  The 
can also search in areas difficult to reach.  Whether 
looking for missing hikers or lost children.  Our sUAS 
help make our Search and Rescue operations more 
efficient and effective.

Sign Up for Emergency Alert
We encourage you to sign up for the Linn-
Benton Emergency Alert system so you can be 
notified quickly of time-sensitive emergencies 
and safety events.  This system is only used in 
emergencies and can warn you of impending or 
occurring situations and provide critical safety 
instructions.

To sign up, go to the Sheriff’s Office web page and 
click on the “Emergency Alert” button.
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Benton County Sheriff's Office  / Special Services Division

The Special Services Division of the Benton 
County Sheriff’s Office’s (BCSO primary 
focus is Search and Rescue (SAR).

The BCSO SAR mission is to provide 
professional, high-quality search and rescue 
assistance to citizens of Benton County, 
visitors who recreate locally, and mutual aid to 
other Oregon counties as requested.  
Services provided include searching for and 
providing aid to people who are missing, 
lost, injured, or in imminent danger.  We 
may also be called onto complete evidence 
searches, body recoveries and disaster 
response.  The ability to save a life or effect a 
successful rescue is often dependent 
upon how quickly the person can be found 
or reached.

Our division’s role is coordinating actions 
and allocating resources in an emergency 
situation.  To do this we partner with other 
professional agencies and supervise over 
120 SAR volunteer unit members. 

SAR Academy 
To be SAR certified, volunteers must complete and 
meet all requirements of the Oregon State Sheriff’s 
Association Basic Certification course.  Hosted by 
our office, this “SAR Academy” is offered annually 
and includes over 100 hours of instruction.  
Information about this upcoming academy with 
instructions on how to apply, review curriculum, 
prerequisites and application are include on the 
Sheriff’s Office website.

SAR Volunteer Units

 AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE (ARES)
Members provide emergency communications
using amateur radio skills and equipment.

 BENTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S MOUNTED POSSE
(BCSMP)
Members provide their own horse and tack and
are trained in search and rescue as well as
ceremonial and community outreach activities

 CORVALLIS MOUNTAIN RESCUE UNIT (CMRU)
Skilled mountaineers, these volunteers provide
search and rescue in difficult areas and high-
angle terrain.

 MARYS PEAK SEARCH AND RESCUE (MPSAR)
Members of this unit are trained to provide
search and rescue for people who are lost out-
of-doors.

 REGION THREE K9 SEARCH AND RESCUE (R3K9)
Members of this unit use their trained dogs to
help find lost or deceased individuals.

 SKY SEARCH AND RESCUE (SKYSAR)
Providing their own air assets, members of this
unit provide air support for search and rescue
and emergency response efforts.

Want to learn more about the SAR units, 
volunteer to be a member, or sign up for the SAR 

Academy?  Check out our website through the 
Benton County Sheriff’s Office website for details:  

www.co.benton.or.us/sheriff

Search and Rescue 
Volunteers with our Search and Rescue (SAR) 
program provide aid to people in a variety of 
situations.  We operate in all weather conditions, 
both day and night, anywhere we are needed.  
We train continually to maintain the required 
Oregon State Sheriff’s Association (OSSA) 
skill-set proficiency standards.  Searchers must 
be certified to go on missions by graduating 
from our annual OSSA SAR academy.

Our volunteers are members of one or more of our 
non-profit specially units.  Our units focus on specific 
areas of expertise.  These include aviation, amateur 
radio operations, mountain climbing, canine, 
horsemanship and general ground search and rescue 
described under volunteer units.




