
Sheriff Scott Jackson to retire February 1, 

2021 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 

Benton County Sheriff Scott Jackson has announced that he will retire on February 1, 2021. 

The Benton County Board of Commissioners unanimously appointed Sheriff Jackson to fulfill 

retiring Sheriff Simpson's term of office in 2013. He was sworn-in as Sheriff on July 1, 2013. 

Since that time, the voters of Benton County have twice elected Jackson as Sheriff, once in 2014 

and again in 2018. 

Under the terms of the Benton County Charter, it falls to the Board of Commissioners to appoint 

someone for the position through the end of the position’s term if the vacancy occurs with less 

than half of the term remaining. The current term ends in January 2023. The Board is examining 

the next steps for this process, which will include publishing a notice of the position’s vacancy, 

beginning a recruitment process, and creating an opportunity for input from community members 

on the position.  

Jackson started his career at the Benton County Sheriff’s Office in 1995 as a part-time on-call 

Corrections Deputy. Within a few months, he was hired full-time where he has served the 

Benton County community since. He holds dual certifications in corrections and police through 

the Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards and Training (DPSST) and has held multiple 

positions within the Sheriff's Office including Deputy, Corporal, Sergeant, Training/Policy 

Sergeant, Lieutenant (Jail Commander), and in 2008 was promoted to Undersheriff where he 

oversaw the day-to-day operations of the Sheriff's Office. 

A military veteran, Sheriff Jackson joined the U.S. Army in 1983 where he served as a member 

of the prestigious 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment “Blackhorse.” After leaving active duty in 

1991, Sheriff Jackson continued to serve through the Army Reserve and Oregon National Guard 

before retiring in 2008. 

In his time as Sheriff, Jackson has embodied a commitment to both protect and serve the 

community of Benton County. His commitment to service has taken shape in many forms 

through his attention and dedication to community engagement. The Benton County Sheriff’s 

Office hosts wide-ranging community engagement endeavors with a core focus on building 

community trust and promoting a safer, more resilient community. As Sheriff, Jackson has 

participated closely in, or sponsored the following events: 

 Annual Mounted Posse Special Needs Ride Event – a horse-riding event for children with 

special needs. 

 Annual Public Safety Chili Cook-Off – A cooking competition between local law 

enforcement and other public safety agencies. 

 Annual Mary’s Peak Clean-up – A clean-up event at the Mary’s Peak Rock Quarry. 



 Annual Drug Take-Back Event – An event for community members to safely dispose of 

prescriptions that are no longer needed. 

Under Sheriff Jackson’s leadership, the Sheriff’s Office was closely involved in the 2019 

Criminal Justice System Assessment from beginning to end. The Sheriff’s Office continues to be 

closely involved in the ongoing Criminal Justice System Improvements project, which will bring 

facility and programmatic improvements to the criminal justice system in Benton County. In 

addition to his Office’s involvement with criminal justice system improvements, the Sheriff has 

made many advancements within the Sheriff’s Office during his tenure as Sheriff. These include: 

 Installing In-car computers. 

 Collecting stop data. 

 Implementing the use of body cameras. 

 Instituting reporting on “Use of Force” to the Department of Justice. 

 Upgrading vehicle cameras. 

 Transitioning to Report Management System, which allowed multiple neighboring 

counties to share criminal justice information. 

 Enhancing the radio communication system, which allowed multiple neighboring 

communities and agencies to share radio frequencies.  

 Establishing a Drone, Traffic Crash Reconstruction, and Search and Rescue programs. 

 Rebuilding the capability of the Tactical Team to handle high-risk situations. 

In his retirement announcement to staff, Sheriff Jackson expressed his honor at leading a team of 

“such incredibly talented and dedicated individuals.” He went on to say, “I know we have highly 

capable and skilled individuals in the office that will continue to move the office forward as the 

true premier agency.” 

 


