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Thank you for your interest in 

the Benton County Sheriff’s 

Office Marine Patrol.  

Our Marine Patrol Deputies 

are on our local waterways 

from May through September 

each year helping to keep you 

safe.  

Marine Deputies receive special training 

in boat operation, boating laws, detecting 

boaters under the influence of intoxicants 

and swift water rescue and recovery. 

They make sure boaters have approved 

safety flotation devices (life jackets) and 

that boats are properly equipped with  

required safety equipment. We do this 

primarily through education and, when 

necessary, through enforcement. 

The goal of our marine patrol program is 

to ensure all boaters have a safe and  

enjoyable experience on the water. 
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Oregon State Marine Board 

The Oregon State Marine Board is 

the governing body for all public 

waterways in the State of Oregon. 

They are responsible for licensing 

all boats and personal watercraft.  

They also train and equip county Sheriff’s     

Offices for marine patrol duties. Currently 29 of 

Oregon’s 36 counties participate in the marine 

patrol program. 

The Benton County Sheriff’s Office contracts 

with the Oregon State Marine Board (OSMB) to 

run our program. They provide the boats, marine 

patrol equipment and approximately 70% of the 

operating costs that allow us to provide law 

enforcement services on our public waterways. 

The Oregon State Marine Board is funded by 

registration fees and marine fuel taxes paid by 

boaters. 

For more on the Oregon State Marine Board, 

check out their website at:  

www.oregon.gov/OSMB 

 

Benton County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) MARINE PATROL 

Responsibilities 

The primary objectives of the Benton County 

Sheriff’s Office Marine Patrol include: 

 Enforcing laws pertaining to boater safety. 

 Conducting boat examinations. 

 Providing Search and Rescue on the water. 

 Conducting criminal law enforcement    

including issuing citations and making   

arrests. 

 Assisting with special events on waterways. 

Marine Patrol Deputies are not responsible for 

fish and game violations which are handled by 

the Oregon State Police, however our Deputies 

do have the authority to enforce those laws. 

 

The basic philosophy of our 

marine patrol program is to 

enforce the rules but also to 

educate the public as to why 

the rules are important. 

Marine Patrol Deputies give 

water safety presentations 

and encourage safe and  

responsible recreation. 

 

Marine Season 

The marine patrol season is generally May 1st 

through mid-September each year, but   varies 

slightly from year to year.  

If needed for specific situations, the marine  

patrol may be activated during the winter 

months as well. 

Areas of Operation  

BCSO covers the Willamette River from Buena 

Vista south to Harrisburg. The Santiam River 

is covered from the Willamette River to the 

town of Jefferson. The Mary’s, Long Tom, and 

the Alsea Rivers also fall under our marine 

jurisdiction. 

Marine Vehicles 

The marine patrol program currently uses the 

following vehicles... 

North River. This closed-bow boat is used for 

operations in both the summer and winter. 

River Wild. This open-bow boat is used primar-

ily during the summer. 

Alumaweld. This is a drift boat used primarily 

to patrol the Alsea River during winter 

months. 


