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BENTON COUNTY 
Solid Waste Advisory Council (SWAC)  

October 23, 2019 APPROVED Minutes 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 
 

 

Members Present: Jay Simpkins (Benton County unincorporated area), Jeff Freeman (City of Corvallis); 
Lauri Richer (City of Corvallis), Larry Sleeman (Chair, City of Philomath), Debi Gile (City of Corvallis) 
Members Excused: 
Guests Present: Broc Kienholz, Ian Macnab, Debra Higbee-Sudyka 
Staff Present: Greg Verret (Benton County Community Development), Jen Brown (Benton County 
Sustainability Coordinator); Linda Ray, Admin Assistant (Community Development) 

 

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:03 pm by Chair, Larry Sleeman 

II. Introductions and Citizen Comments.  After introductions from the group, Debi Giles (a new 
committee member of SWAC) asked for clarification on her role.  Larry referred to the SWAC 
member binder that contains bylaws and other information that would be helpful for Debi in her 
new role on the Committee.  Linda Ray will follow up with supplying Debi the contents of the 
member binder. Larry gave a brief overview of the responsibilities of a SWAC member.  A 
committee member asked what the procedure was for community members to bring requests to 
the Committee.  Larry emphasized that the meetings were flexible and after discussion, the 
committee decided to move “Citizen Comments” to the end of future agendas to leave room for 
this type of discussion.  This will allow the committee time to get through items on the agenda 
and provide guests an opportunity to express concerns, ask questions, and make comments. 

III. Approval of the Minutes.  MOTION was made to approve the September 25, 2019 SWAC/DSAC 
minutes.  A committee member asked for clarification on the cost involvement with China Sword 
that was mentioned in the last meeting.  The minutes will be amended to state that Republic 
Services was paid $40/ton, not charged $40/ton by China Sword.  MOTION was made to approve 
the September SWAC Minutes as amended; seconded, all in favor, MOTION passed. 

IV. Update on Solid Waste Coordinator recruitment.  Prior to the meeting, Greg sent out the job 
description and job posting link for the Solid Waste Coordinator position to committee members 
for review.  The closing date for applications is November 16th.  If there are enough applications 
that have come in, the first review will be October 30th.  One member asked who would be 
reviewing applicants.  Greg stated that after he and Bill Emminger review the initial applicants, 
they will ask other staff or committee members to help with the screening of top candidates.  A 
committee member noted that it would be good to have Gordon Brown on the interview panel 
stating that Gordon knows what the job entails and has knowledge on the franchise approval 
process.   
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V. Recruiting New Committee Members.  The requirements for the SWAC involves 10 committee 
members and representation from Monroe, Adair, North Albany, 3 unincorporated and Corvallis.  
Larry asked committee members to let him know if they have any suggestions on community 
members that would be interested in being on the Solid Waste Advisory Council.  Further 
discussion on new members will take place at the December 11th SWAC meeting. 

VI. Required Food Waste Composting presentation by Debra Higbee-Sudyka. Debra works with 
Youth Climate Action Now Corvallis (YouCAN Corvallis) and returned to the committee with an 
update on their efforts to reduce greenhouse gases.  YouCAN has recently focused their efforts 
on working with local businesses to reduce food waste.  The group is preparing an ordinance 
asking for a food waste ban in the City of Corvallis.   Debra sought feedback from the committee 
on what should be included in the ordinance.  There are twenty four cities and three counties in 
Oregon that have passed a food waste ordinance.  Debra referred to Portland’s successful efforts 
in this area.  Julie Jackson pointed out that the ordinance would necessitate additional staffing for 
Republic Services, which would need to be funded via rate increases and/or the franchise 
agreement 

VII. Review Yearly Schedule and Discuss Field Trips 

The SWAC meeting dates have been updated for 2020 on the yearly calendar.  OSU may host a 
field trip in the Spring of 2020.  If a Solid Waste Coordinator is in place by January, Julie Jackson 
and Jennifer Brown would like to work with the new staff member in making a presentation 
discussing the current state of recycling and the Department of Environmental Quality’s change 
of focus from management and not just recycling. 

VIII. Agenda items for next meeting 

  Add “Member Requests” to Agenda items 

  Update on Solid Waste Coordinator position 

  Recruiting new members  

  Republic report: Update on an informative document being sent at the end of the year to 
community on how/what is allowed in regards to composting and recycling.  

  Discussion on Benton County website information available to the public (what needs added 
and/or updated). 

 
IX. Adjourn.  MOTION was made to Adjourn at 7:36 pm; seconded and passed unanimously. 

 


