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BENTON COUNTY 

Solid Waste Advisory Council (SWAC)  
December 2, 2020 Minutes 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

 

Members Present: John Deuel (Unincorporated Area of Benton County), Larry Sleeman 

(Chair, City of Philomath), Debi Gile (City of Corvallis), Jay Simpkins (Benton County 

unincorporated area), Lauri Richer (City of Corvallis), Xan Augerot (Board of Commissioners), 

John McEvoy, (Benton County) 

Members Absent: Jeff Freeman (Vice Chair, City of Corvallis) 

Guests Present: Broc Kienholz (Republic Services), Julie Jackson (Republic Services), Tino 

Barreras (Republic Services) – Ian Macnab (Republic Services), Bailey Payne (Corvallis 

School District Sustainability Specialist) 

Staff Present: Greg Verret (Benton County Community Development), Daniel Redick (Benton 

County Solid Waste and Water Quality Coordinator), Linda Ray (Benton County Community 

Development), Jen Brown (Benton County Sustainability Coordinator) 
 

I. Call to Order/Introductions.  Chair Larry Sleeman called the meeting to order at 6:00 

pm.  Due to the current health crisis with Covid-19, the council met via Go To Meeting 

(a virtual meeting platform) online.   

 

II. Approval of the Minutes.  A MOTION was made by Jay Simpkins to accept the October 

28, 2020 minutes, seconded by John Deuel, all in favor, MOTION passed. 

III. Citizen Comments  The council addressed a concern from a county citizen that was 

brought to their attention at the November meeting.  Mr. Carlin has asked Republic 

Services to hire the group he is associated with HELP (Homeless Employment 

Launching Project) to clean up the debris along Hwy 99W.  Julie stated that Republic 

Services does not have the staff at this time and welcomes Mr. Carlin’s idea, but he will 

need to provide a bid to do the work.  She has been in communication with Mr. Carlin 

regarding his request.  Daniel forwarded Mr. Carlin’s request on to the BOC after last 

month’s meeting to help them be aware.  In the meantime, Broc has been attempting 

to contact the Northwest Firefighters to help with the highway clean up.  They will be 

out on the 14th with a crew to do the clean-up for now.   

IV. Membership Discussion. Several council members will be leaving SWAC due to expiring 

terms at the end of December 2020.  The bylaws state that a member whose term has 

expired may continue to serve until a replacement is found.  Jay stated that he is 

willing to serve another year.  Lauri’s term expires as well and she will be leaving 

SWAC.  Larry stated that he is willing to serve one more year or until a replacement for 

him is found.  County staff will reach out to Jeffrey (who is absent from tonight’s 



 

 
                         

 

 

meeting) and inquire if he would like to continue to serve.  Greg mentioned that county 

staff met recently to discuss recruitment and strategize in filling vacancies on several 

committees.  They developed a plan to get the word out in a more targeted way and will 

be implementing that plan in the next few weeks.  Tino mentioned that he has a list of 

previous Master Recyclers that may be potential contacts for serving on SWAC.  John 

emphasized the need to convey to the public what exactly SWAC is and does.  He 

suggested that a recruitment list is created to make phone calls, learn about potential 

volunteers and reach out to stakeholders.  Even if they are not interested, they may 

know of someone who is.  Tino stated that they can put an ad in the Republic Services 

newsletter for February.  Bailey Payne mentioned that he works with students and can 

serve in a mentorship role to help interested students navigate becoming a member of 

the council if there is interest.  They would be a youth-position which means non-voting, 

but provide great experience for them.  Larry asked council members to send leads to 

the county if they would rather staff reach out personally to potential candidates. 

V. Green Business Program.  Daniel and Jen met 2 weeks ago and reviewed content for 

the framework.  They will meet one more time to review the changes and next steps.  

They plan to research program partnerships and how they would play a role in this 

program.  They will also reach out to stakeholders (SWAC included) to get more 

feedback. 

VI. Secure Load Presentation.  Daniel shared the video presentation with the BOC and it 

was well received.  Tino shared that there will be signage at the Corvallis Republic 

Services office to promote this endeavor as well as the landfill.  Julie responded that 

the signage will give the public the information they need and clarify when they would 

be charged additionally if the secure load requirements are not met. 

VII. Materials Management Working Team: John and 5 members of the working team met 

recently and are making progress.  The last two meetings, the team focused on taking 

a step back to look at the ultimate purpose and how to go about achieving that.  They 

are looking at other initiatives that would make a real change for waste prevention and 

not just diversion or recycling.  They will look at the strategies that will affect the 

materials that affect our environment.  To accomplish this, they developed a set of 

criteria that calls for individuals to rate the initiatives via a materials impact calculator.  

The scale is 1-5, with 5 being “high”.  The working team may present the rubric to 

SWAC to participate. 

VIII. Wildfire Debris Clean-up.  Broc is meeting with ODOT/FEMA tomorrow.  If there is any 

new information regarding this effort, he will share it with SWAC. 

IX. Member Requests.  The council discussed the topic of “to go” containers and local 

restaurants.  John shared that one of the initiatives that the working team is 

researching is “Eco-To-Go”.  Another emerging program is “Go Box” which is a 

commercial effort targeted to the business district in the county.  

X. Other items.  Julie reported that the company is implementing new laptops in the 

commercial and residential trucks for the drivers.  Tino shared that the second annual 

“Service Guide” developed by Republic Services will be sent out in the coming weeks.  



 

 
                         

 

 

There are 28 different versions which include different languages and contain 

calendars and different levels of services in each location.   

 

XI. Agenda items for next meeting. 

  Office elections in January; Chair & Vice Chair  

  Reviewing the SWAC Bylaws – send those with AGENDA 

  2021 calendar – send with AGENDA 

   Members Discussion 

   Green Business Program 

   Secure Load Campaign 

   Republic Updates 

   Materials Management Working Team 

   Update on recruitment efforts for SWAC 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for January 27th 2021.   

XII.      SWAC meeting adjourned at 7:03 pm. 


