
  

 

 

 

BENTON COUNTY 
Solid Waste Advisory Council (SWAC)  

March 25, 2020 FINAL Minutes 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
 

Members Present: John Deuel (Unincorporated Area of Benton County), Larry Sleeman (Chair, City of 
Philomath), Debi Gile (City of Corvallis), Dennis Jordan (North Albany), Lauri Richer (City of Corvallis) 
Members Excused: Jay Simpkins (Benton County unincorporated area) 
Absent: Jeff Freeman (City of Corvallis), Xan Augerot (Board of Commissioners) 
Guests Present: Broc Kienholz (Republic Services), Ian Macnab (Republic Services), Julie Jackson 
(Republic Services), Tino Barreras (Republic Services) 
Staff Present: Greg Verret (Benton County Community Development), Jen Brown (Benton County 
Sustainability Coordinator); Linda Ray, Administrative Specialist (Community Development), Daniel 
Redick (Community Development) 

 

I. Call to Order.  Chair Larry Sleeman called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.   
Due to the current health crisis with Covid-19, the committee met via a virtual meeting online. 

II. Approval of the Minutes.  MOTION was made by John Deuel to accept the February 26, 2020 
minutes, seconded by Lauri, all in favor, MOTION passed.  

III. Introductions and Citizen Comments.  Members identified themselves via the Go To Meeting. 

IV. Recruitment of New Members/Introduction of Dennis Jordan.  Dennis comes from North Albany 
and is looking to be involved in the community.  He moved from Portland several years ago and 
after 41.5 years of working in mortgage banking he is now retired.   

V. SWAC Bylaw Review.  Daniel took the feedback from the council’s meeting on February 26th and 
made revisions to the SWAC bylaws.  He did some research on the state statutes and 
implemented them into the document.  The council reviewed these changes and gave additional 
feedback on topics such as; membership, language used, and diversity in geographical location of 
members.  Daniel took notes in the meeting and will implement those suggested edits.  John 
asked for more clarification on the term “elector” that is included in the bylaws and asked if it 
meant “registered voter”.  Daniel will do some more research and let the council know.  Larry 
began the discussion on the next steps with the SWAC bylaws.  Greg responded noting that the 
next step is for the bylaws to go before the Board of Commissioners for review and approval.  The 
council also asked staff to seek clarification from the BOC on the term “permitee”.   Greg also 
added that staff may need to dig deeper (and consult Vance Croney, County DA) to make sure 
some of the concepts behind the language written in the bylaws is correct.  Larry called for a 
MOTION regarding the next step with the SWAC bylaw revisions.  John made a MOTION to 
approve the SWAC bylaw changes pending review by the Board of Commissioners for clarification  



  

 

 

 

on council membership, language used in the bylaws and approval.  Motion was seconded by 
Lauri, all in favor, MOTION passed. 

VI. SWAC webpage goals.  Daniel presented a visual document that reflected his goals for the Solid 
Waste Program page on the Benton County website and asked for high level feedback on these 
proposed goals.  A member stated that the ordering of the topics were good and the links are 
great.  The council discussed ways for the public to give feedback and mentioned including a 
survey on the site which would allow a creative way for someone to be involved and engage.  
Greg clarified that submissions coming in from the website would be monitored by a staff 
member.  Daniel concluded his presentation by asking council members to send him feedback as 
he continues to develop the content for the webpage.  He’d like to move towards more “Waste 
Prevention” with more targeted information.  A lot of the materials on the page have been from 
Republic Services and Daniel is working with Tino as he updates the county’s webpage.  He would 
like to emphasize more graphics on the site to catch people’s attention and make it easier to 
navigate the site. 

VII. Republic Services Annual Report.  Due to technical difficulties and remaining time left in the 
meeting, the council decided to move Republic Service’s Annual Report to the April SWAC 
meeting. 

VIII. Discussion: SWAC Homework – how can Material Management Perspective be implemented in 
Benton County?  Council members discussed this topic and concluded that a smaller focus group 
would be developed to work on this further.  John will create a sub committee to talk about ideas 
and pick a couple of those ideas to bring back to the next SWAC meeting.  Lauri and Daniel 
offered to be a part of the sub committee.  

IX. Agenda items for next meeting 

Republic Services Annual Report  
Solid Waste Program Overview Goals 
Material Management sub committee report 
Update on SWAC bylaws 
 

X. Upcoming Schedule.  The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for April 22nd. 

John had previously offered a tour of the OSU facility to SWAC members at the April 22nd 
meeting, but due to the current virus situation and social distancing, that will not be available.  
John did offer to do a virtual tour and will discuss this further with Larry prior to the April 22nd 
meeting.  The council will reassess the current situation and may plan for another virtual meeting 
at the next SWAC. 

XI. The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.  


