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BENTON COUNTY 

Solid Waste Advisory Council (SWAC)  
April 28, 2021 Minutes 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

Members Present: John Deuel, Larry Sleeman, Jay Simpkins (Chair), John McEvoy, Fred 

Penning and Linda Brewer (Vice Chair) 

Absent; Debi Gile
Guests Present: Bailey Payne, Jeanette Hardison, Marge Stevens, and Republic Services 

staff; Broc Kienholz, Julie Jackson, Tino Barreras, and Ken Larson

Staff Present: Greg Verret (Benton County Community Development), Daniel Redick (Benton 

County Solid Waste and Water Quality Coordinator), and Linda Ray (Benton County 
Community Development) 

Call to Order/Introductions.  Chair Jay Simpkins called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm.  Due 

to the current health crisis with Covid-19, the council met via Go To Meeting (a virtual 

meeting platform) online.   

Approval of the Minutes.  Jay pointed out a few grammatical errors in the March 24th 
minutes.  A MOTION was made by John to accept the minutes on the condition that the

grammar changes are made, seconded by Linda, the minutes were approved. 

Solid Waste Program Budget Update. Greg reported that county budget public hearings will 

take place in early May.  The budget committee asked each department to cut back their 

proposed budget by 2.6%.  Adjustments made to the Community Development budget that 

involves the Solid Waste program are as follows; 

 “Various projects” is now $15,000/year

 Dump Stoppers is now $6,000/year

 Green Business Program is now $3,500/year

 Training and Travel budget item was reduced.

Solid Waste Management Plan Update.  Daniel briefly discussed the planning and process 

involved in developing the Management Plan.  The plan will include the county’s solid waste 

goals and Daniel sees this opportunity to put together a vision statement or overarching 

objective.  He opened the discussion by asking SWAC members for their input on what the

vision should encompass.  The feedback was: 

 Link the plan to the County’s 2040 goals

 Alignment with state objectives

 Emphasis on Materials Management

 What role does the county play in stimulating markets or adapting change?



 Be inclusive (get feedback from people it will affect)

 Make sure there is a good representation from the county population

 Make it a working document

 Implement benchmarking and measurement

 Make it a priority to complete by the end of 2021

Daniel will create an outline of major topics and will bring it back to SWAC for more 

feedback. 

Green Business Program Update.  Since the last SWAC meeting, Daniel and Jen were able to

meet with business stakeholders to review the program outline.  They are waiting on that 

feedback to move forward with the program. While they wait, Daniel and Jen are going

through a tentative list of business criteria for a business to qualify.  They plan to share that 

criteria with SWAC in the future to get more feedback. 

Dump Stoppers Update. Daniel, Julie and Tino met and are working towards an outline of the

program.  They hope to have an update at the May SWAC meeting. 

State Legislature Update.  Linda Brewer gave an update on the State Legislature activity.  

Please see Exhibit A attached with those updates. 

Materials Management Working Team.  See Exhibit B: Working Group recommendations 

document.  John introduced members of the working group; Jeanette Hardison, Founder and 

Director of “No Food Left Behind”, Bailey Payne, Sustainability Specialist for Corvallis School 

District, and Marge Stevens, Steering Committee member for Corvallis Sustainability 

Coalition.   

John shared a video that was initially shared with SWAC in during a meeting in February 

2020 when the working group was envisioned.  The group has been focused on recycling but 

know that it is not the “save all” for materials management.  John stated that the real 

impact of materials is not in how we as a county dispose of them, but more about how the

materials are made.  The group discussed this issue and looked at the materials we should 

try to reduce or prevent.  The goal is to help achieve the state’s overall goal of 15% less 

generated materials between 2025 and 2049. 

Another goal of the working group is to analyze which initiatives are already working towards 

achieving these goals and which ones would be best to support.  There is a variety of 

initiatives reported in the group’s recommendations (16 programs).  

They found the Waste Impact Calculator to be a helpful tool to see which materials are 

causing the most greenhouse gas emissions.  It also contributed to the recommendations 

being made to SWAC.  The group sees the recommended programs can be leaders towards 

change in this effort. 

The Waste Impact Calculator also helped in recognizing the benefits of increasing the 

recovery of paper, wood, concrete for recycling.  Materials which show the most benefits to 

increasing prevention include electronics, single-use packaging and food.  There are not as 

many opportunities to recycle those items.   



After discussion of the recommendations, Larry suggested that each SWAC member take 

some time to review the initiatives and come prepared to make their individual

recommendation on which initiatives to support. at the May SWAC meeting.  They will

start with everyone’s “top three” choices. 

Franchisees Report.  Julie was not certain of her attendance at tonight’s meeting.  So this 

item will be moved to the May SWAC meeting.  

Agenda items for next meeting. 

• Member Homework: Review the Materials Management suggestions and be ready to 
share their top 3 choices at the May meeting.

• Update on the Covered & Secure Load Initiative

• State Legislative Update

• Dump Stoppers

John moved to adjourn the SWAC meeting, seconded by Larry, the meeting adjourned at 

8:02 pm. 



EXHIBIT A 
PASSED WITH AMENDMENTS 

 
SB 289 (??) Directs office of Governor, in consultation with Racial Justice 

Council's Environmental Equity Committee, to study laws related to 
environment and provide results to interim committees of Legislative Assembly no 
later than September 15, 2022. 

 3 Public hearings, 1 work session 
 Passed with amendments and referred to Ways and Means 

 
 
SB 570 Establishes product stewardship program for mattresses. 

 1 Public hearing and 1 work session 
 Passed with amendments and referred to Ways and Means 

 
 
SB 582 Directs Department of Environmental Quality to study and make 

recommendations for modernizing Oregon's recycling system and provide 
results of study in report to interim committees of Legislative Assembly no later 

than September 15, 2022. 
 4 Public hearings and 1 work session 

 Passed with amendments and referred to Ways and Means 
 

OF INTEREST TO SWAC, BUT NOT ADVANCING 
HB 2698 Right to repair consumer electronic equipment 

 2 public hearings; one work session  
 
 

BILLS WITH NO ACTION: 
 SB 526 Repeals single-use checkout bag ban. 

 SB 537 Restricts food and beverage provider or convenience store from 
providing single-use plastic straws other than at consumer's specific request. 

 SB 573 Relating to establishing refund values for beverage containers 

 HB 2811 Prohibits permit for construction, expansion or modification of 
chemical recycling facility 

 HB 2815 Prohibits sale of products that make deceptive or misleading claims 
about recyclability  

 HB 2365 Prohibits food vendor from using single-use plastic foodservice ware 

when selling, serving or dispensing prepared food to consumer 
 HB 2617 Prohibits food vendor from using polystyrene container in selling, 

offering for sale, serving or dispensing prepared food to public 
 

NEWS BRIEF FROM AOR NEWSLETTER 3/24/21 
Malaysia will return a container of plastic trash enroute from the United States as it violates new U.N. 
rules governing hazardous waste, the environment ministry said, one of the first signs of the regulations 
being enforced. Two years ago, more than 180 countries agreed to ban hard-to-recycle plastic waste 
trade in an attempt to stop rich countries dumping trash in the developing world, where it often ends up 
polluting the local environment and the ocean. 



Recommendat ions for
Advancing Waste Prevent ion in

Benton County

Briefing to the Benton County Solid Waste 
Advisory Council

John Deuel for the Materials Mgt. Working Group

April 28, 2021

EXHIBIT  B



Background
Origins of this work

• “America Has A Recycling Problem”
• SWAC Materials Management 

Working Group

• The Situation in Benton County
• Per capita waste generation is 

increasing (as of 2018)
• Waste recovered through 

recycling/composting is 
decreasing (compared to 2012)

• Upstream impacts of materials 
contribute to climate change 
greater than impacts downstream

• Working Group’s Goal: Provide 
pathways towards reducing waste 
generation by 15% from 2012 
levels 2025-2049. (ORS 459A.010)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukD1BUuxmH4
http://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/459.015


Methods

• Assess County waste 
characterization data 
and trends

• Inventory and assess 
other programs

• Criteria for valuing 
initiatives

• Use new ODEQ Waste 
Impact Calculator



Impacts of waste on climate warming



Program Evaluation Criteria

• Accountability & Outcomes (measurability, impact, audience 
reach)

• Linkages to higher level plans (ODEQ 2050, Benton County 2040, 
Corvallis Climate Action Plan)

• Sustainability (Potential for funding, projected staying power, 
default behavior?)

• Usability & Engagement (Effectiveness, ease of implementation, 
cross-sector applicability, equitable access, audience reach, 
incentive, convenience)

• Other: Cost/Benefit; Potential impacts of Covid-19 on 
implementation



Key Findings
• Prime Opportunity Wastes: Building 

Materials & Food 

• Highly Valued Programs: Engage 
businesses & Institutions; Extend Useful 
Life of Things & No Food Left Behind

• OSUsed Store
• Waste Prevention/Reuse Directory
• Saving Green/Earthwise
• Green Girl

• Environmentally higher impact wastes
• Maximize recovery: Paper, wood, 

concrete
• Maximize reduction/prevention: 

Electronics, single use packaging, food



Big Picture 
Recommendations

Solid Waste/Zero Waste 
Strategic Plan
Tracking progress: A regular 
report on key waste metrics
FY22 Supplemental budget 
proposal
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