
BENTON COUNTY 
Solid Waste Advisory Council (SWAC)  

June 24, 2020 Minutes 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 
Members Present: John Deuel (Unincorporated Area of Benton County), Larry Sleeman (Chair, City of 
Philomath), Debi Gile (City of Corvallis), Jeff Freeman (City of Corvallis) Jay Simpkins (Benton County 
unincorporated area), Lauri Richer (City of Corvallis), Xan Augerot (Board of Commissioners), Dennis 
Jordan (North Albany) 

Guests Present: Broc Kienholz (Republic Services), Ian Macnab (Republic Services), Julie Jackson 
(Republic Services), Tino Barreras (Republic Services), Eric Tuppan (Tuppan Consultants LLC) 
Staff Present: Greg Verret (Benton County Community Development), Linda Ray, Administrative 
Specialist (Community Development), Daniel Redick (Community Development) 

I. Call to Order.  Chair Larry Sleeman called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  Due to the current
health crisis with COVID-19, the committee met via a virtual meeting online.

II. Approval of the Minutes.  A MOTION was made by Jeff to accept the May, 27, 2020 minutes,
seconded by Jay; all in favor, MOTION passed.

III. Citizen Comments/Member Requests.  Jeff mentioned that glass pick up was not being serviced at
his residence and that there was a discrepancy of the date pick up on the flyer that went out from
Republic Services.  Julie & Tino noted this feedback and stated that the glass pickup schedule was
interrupted and will be back to normal soon.

IV. Recruitment of New Members - None.

V. Republic Services Presentation | Coffin Butte Sample Testing:  Eric Tuppan (Tuppan Consultants
LLC) joined the meeting to share the results of the 2019 sampling report for Coffin Butte.  As a
consultant for Republic Services, Eric worked alongside DEQ in a sampling/split sampling test that
was done on site at Coffin Butte.  Both DEQ and Eric performed a split sampling of five wells.  The
results were analyzed at the same time to check for precision and accuracy and the results were
similar and reflected no issues at the landfill.

VI. Coffin Butte Operational and Capacity Reports.  Ian reported that Coffin Butte took in just over 1
million tons of waste in 2019.  There is 18.4 million yards of air space remaining.  The landfill’s long
term projection is at a minimum 20 years of operation (plus six years for three year higher density).
Broc stated that the burn dump relocation is almost complete.  He also highlighted current projects
and projects they anticipate for 2020; recent planting of trees along Highway 99 to help with
screening, an after gas project in late July/early August where approximately of 10 acres of inner
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tube rubber will be placed on site to minimize leachate.  Broc reported that there was only one odor 
notification filed in 2019 with fewer complaints at the scale house as well.  Coffin Butte is a regional 
landfill that receives contribution of waste from Washington and Marion counties.  In the future, 
Washington County will be sending less after a finite agreement was made with Coffin Butte.  PRC 
volumes have not increased much over the past year and they have sold less compost.  PRC has 
received an increase in complaints since last year.  Jeff made a motion to approve the Coffin Butte 
2019 report, seconded by John all in favor, MOTION passed and the report will be sent to the BOC 
for review and approval.   

VII. Secure Loads Campaign:  Broc will meet with Daniel & Tino to strategize a secure loads campaign 
that they hope to launch between September 2020 and January 2021.  They have also discussed 
progressively connecting with the community with this campaign over the course of the Fall.  This 
effort would also set up for a pay rate change that could potential start at the beginning of 2021. 
The group researched several other counties to get feedback on the language used to define
“secure load”.  Some counties do not provide a definition, but give a discount to community 
members that have covered their loads when coming to the landfill.  Broc opened the discussion for 
feedback on defining secure loads and marketing strategies.  The council gave feedback on several 
points; posting pictures on the scale house for reference, use simple, clear language when 
advertising, use a visual description vs words, clarification on both “loose” and large materials, the 
campaign should be visible on the website and sent out in a mailer, emphasizing a reward (discount) 
rather than a fine.  Daniel and Tino are creating a marketing video to use in the community to 
advertise the secure loads campaign.  They will present a rough draft of the video at the next SWAC 
meeting for more feedback.

VIII. EarthWISE Initiative: Daniel gave a brief summary of an initiative that encourages businesses whose 
actions are focused on waste reduction/water/energy to be sustainability-minded.  Daniel asked the 
council if this is an initiative that they would be interested in seeing in Benton County.  Feedback 
from the council emphasized taking a look at what is already happening in the county that is similar 
but would like more information on the project.  Daniel will present more information at the July 
2020 meeting.

IX. Materials Management Sub Committee Update:  John gave a brief update on the sub committee’s 
work plan for the next few months which is to gather more information, take an inventory of waste 
and research what initiatives are already in existence.

X. Personal Audit Discussion:  Daniel gave a brief update on the SWAC personal audit project. 
Members have been asked to evaluate and give feedback on what they are doing to reduce waste.

XI. Agenda Items. These are items to add to the July 22nd meeting agenda; Secure Loads campaign 
marketing, Materials Management Sub Committee update, EarthWISE Initiative discussion.
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Information: The Master’s Recycler’s class will take place virtually in the Fall of 2020 due to COVID-
19. It will be held on Monday nights starting September 28th.

XII. The meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm.


