
 

 

    

BENTON COUNTY 
Solid Waste Advisory Council (SWAC)  

July 22, 2020 Minutes 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
 

Members Present: John Deuel (Unincorporated Area of Benton County), Larry Sleeman (Chair, 
City of Philomath), Debi Gile (City of Corvallis), Dennis Jordan (North Albany), Jay Simpkins 
(Benton County unincorporated area), Lauri Richer (City of Corvallis) 
Members Absent: Jeff Freeman (City of Corvallis), Xan Augerot (Board of Commissioners) 
Guests Present: Broc Kienholz (Republic Services), Julie Jackson (Republic Services), Tino 
Barreras (Republic Services) 
Staff Present: Greg Verret (Benton County Community Development), Daniel Redick (Benton 
County Solid Waste and Water Quality Coordinator); Linda Ray, Administrative Specialist 
(Community Development) 

 

I. Call to Order.  Chair Larry Sleeman called the meeting to order at 6:11 pm.   
Due to the current health crisis with Covid-19, the committee met via a virtual meeting 
online.  The DSAC meeting took place prior to SWAC and concluded early.  SWAC started 
at 6:11 pm. 

II. Introductions and Citizen Comments.  Members identified themselves via the Go To 
Meeting. 

III. Approval of the Minutes.  John Deuel noted that in the section “Agenda Items for next 
month” of the June minutes, the date needed to be changed from May to July.  Given this 
change, a MOTION was made by John Deuel to accept the June 24, 2020 minutes, 
seconded by Dennis Jordan, all in favor, MOTION passed. 

IV. Citizen Comments/Member Requests.  None. 

V. SWAC Bylaws Update. Similar to the DSAC Bylaws, Daniel Redick has taken the revisions 
discussed in a prior SWAC meeting regarding the SWAC Bylaws and has presented these 
changes to Vance Croney, BC County Council.  With feedback from Vance, Daniel has 
revised the bylaws and will be presenting them to the Board of Commissioners on August 
4th during a work session.  Daniel will make any edits suggested by the BOC and return 



 

 
                         

 

 

two weeks later at the BOC meeting for approval of the SWAC Bylaws.  SWAC members 
are invited to attend the work session and BOC meeting but it is not essential.  Daniel will 
report back at the next SWAC meeting on the results of these meetings. 

VI. Update on Secure Load Campaign.  Daniel Redick and Tino Barreras met prior to SWAC to 
discuss the Secure Load Campaign and promotional video project they will develop 
together.  Daniel & Tino plan to meet on July 30th to capture footage at Coffin Butte 
Landfill and around town with the objective to create a video for the community which 
promotes the proper way to secure loads taken to the landfill.  The videos will be 
educational and will include AAA safety hazards and other important information.  The 
video will be 5-7 minutes in length with a condensed (90 second) version will be available 
to help launch the secure load campaign.  John Deuel will check with Oregon State 
University to see if the promotional video can be added to the OSU website as well.  The 
council went on to discuss the campaign and approaches to communicate with the 
community.  Rate Structure changes will begin in January, so Julie advised launching this 
campaign in the Fall of 2020 to educate and prepare the community for the rate change.  
The council discussed ways to incorporate signage at Coffin Butte to advertise the secure 
load campaign.  Jay suggested that signage be put up before the scale house so visitors 
see them.  Broc and Julie noted that putting signs as visitors enter and leave the landfill 
would be more effective.  Julie & Broc will meet together and discuss ideas on where 
these signs can be placed.  They will bring these ideas back to the next SWAC meeting.  
Daniel shared the Chapter 23 Solid Waste Management covered loads definition from the 
county code and noted that this would be good to incorporate into the campaign.  Greg 
stated that the language should be adjusted to make more sense to the public. Any rate 
changes at Coffin Butte and the use of those funds will take approval from the BOC. After 
feedback from SWAC at the next meeting, Daniel will work with Republic Services and 
present these details to the BOC. 

VII. EarthWISE Campaign.  Daniel gave an overview of the EarthWISE program that is active in 
Marion County.  Daniel and Jennifer Brown met with the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition 
to make sure that they were not duplicating an already existing program in the county.  
The Coalition has a “Saving Green” program and they learned potential ways we can work 
in concert with that effort.  Daniel & Jennifer are working together to see what 
components are required for certification and the potential for a tiered certification 
system.  They would also use Saving Green as inspiration as they work to present 
information to SWAC on implementing this potentially effective initiative in our 
community.   Daniel & Jennifer also received feedback from the Community Economic 
Development office on using a program like this with local businesses.  The next step is to 
finish a program plan draft and from there present to SWAC and Corvallis Sustainability 
Coalition to get feedback and go from there.  Daniel will also present this initiative at the 
BOC work session on August 4th. 

VIII. Materials Management Working Team Update.  John began by presenting three slides 
with the SWAC.  The first slide displayed the names of individuals involved in the materials 



 

 
                         

 

 

management sub-committee; John Deuel, Daniel Redick, Lauri Richer, Marge Stevens, 
Jeanette Hardiston, and Tino Barreras. The group met last week and is still working on 
“fact finding”, so this presentation was an “interim report”.  They are building an 
inventory of programs they have learned about in their research.  They have found 28 
initiatives that have been implemented or are still active.  These initiatives are not just 
focused on recycling but looking at reuse and waste reduction.  The group shared results 
and out of 28 programs, 9 have documented results.  Some are educational initiatives, 
some are more.  They have tried to characterize the initiatives that are set up with some 
type of understanding/new agreement with various partners; government, business 
groups, etc.  Marion County’s EarthWise is a good example.  There are two programs at 
OSU; the “ECO-2-Go” program (OSU has taken “to go” containers out of their disposal 
system the last 5 years), The “LeanPath” program in which the dining centers are re-
educating staff on how to monitor and document the amount of food they are ordering.  
The dining center staff also document how much food is wasted and it ultimately changes 
their ordering process.  Another example is “Green Girl” which is giving people an 
alternative to using disposal serving ware has good results.  The sub-committee will 
continue to do more research and capture best practices to avoid duplication.  John also 
shared a slide that gave information on a waste composition study for the state.  After 
deliberation with the subcommittee on these findings and research, he will bring 
suggested methods and programs for recommendation to SWAC for possible 
implementation in the future.   

IX. Agenda items for next meeting. 

  EarthWISE 

  Secure Load Campaign 

  Update on BOC’s review of the SWAC Bylaws 

  Materials Management Sub-Committee update 

  Master Recyclers 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 26th.  The SWAC Chair will discuss the agenda 

items with county staff and look at potentially combining the August and September 

meetings 

 

X.      SWAC meeting adjourned at 7:22 pm. 


