
BENTON COUNTY 
Solid Waste Advisory Council (SWAC)  

September 23, 2020 Minutes 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Members Present: John Deuel (Unincorporated Area of Benton County), Larry Sleeman (Chair, 
City of Philomath), Debi Gile (City of Corvallis), Dennis Jordan (North Albany), Jay Simpkins 
(Benton County unincorporated area), Lauri Richer (City of Corvallis), Xan Augerot (Board of 
Commissioners) 
Members Absent: Jeff Freeman (City of Corvallis)  
Guests Present: Broc Kienholz (Republic Services), Ian Macnab (Republic Services), Julie Jackson 
(Republic Services), Tino Barreras (Republic Services), Linda Brewer (Oregon State University) 
Staff Present: Greg Verret (Benton County Community Development), Daniel Redick (Benton 
County Solid Waste and Water Quality Coordinator); Linda Ray, Administrative Specialist 
(Community Development) 

I. Call to Order.  Chair Larry Sleeman called the meeting to order at 6:11 pm.
Due to the current health crisis with Covid-19, the council met via Go To Meeting (a virtual
meeting platform) online.

II. Introductions and Citizen Comments.  Members identified themselves via the Go To
Meeting.  Debi acknowledged John Deuel for his Citizen’s Climate Lobby letter that was
published in support of HR763 Climate Energy Innovation Act.

Tino mentioned that Republic Services is putting together a virtual landfill tour for the 
Master’s Recycle Program.  The tour is exclusive to Master Recyclers, but he will see if he 
can share it with SWAC.   

III. Approval of the Minutes.  Larry Sleeman noted that Lauri Richer’s location needed added
to the minutes.  Given this change, a MOTION was made by John Deuel to accept the July
22, 2020 minutes, seconded by Jay Simpkins, all in favor, MOTION passed.

IV. Citizen Comments/Member Requests.  None.



V. SWAC Bylaws Update. Daniel reported that the revised SWAC bylaws were approved by
the Benton County Board of Commissioners.  Other than the recommendations made by
SWAC, with the help of county council there was a small change made around the
language of “citizen” within the bylaws.  The bylaws were approved by the BOC and will
be formally published at a later date.  Daniel will send a link to the published bylaws to
SWAC members when that time comes.

VI. Green Business Program.  Daniel gave an update that progress has been made on
exploring the Green Business Program that was inspired and spurred on by Marion
County’s EarthWise Program.  He is still in the exploration phase figuring out details about
the program.  It is going well and he is working closely with Jen Brown and Jeanette
Hardison (Corvallis Sustainability Coalition) to make sure this program would not duplicate
efforts that are currently being done by the Saving Green Program in Benton County.  The
next step is for Daniel and Jen to continue to draft the program outline and then bring it
to SWAC for review and continued feedback.  Larry asked if this program would eventually
need approval from the BOC.  Daniel gave an update on the Sustainability Program to the
BOC in August and with that update, he included the Green Business Program concept.  It
was well received by the BOC.  Greg clarified that it would most likely not need formal
approval but would be presented to the BOC for feedback and final input.  If there is a
formal county recognition of business or monetary incentive then it elevates the role of
needing the BOC buy-in.  It is not a formally adopted plan, so no formality is needed, just
further discussions.  Xan responded in saying that it depends on the level of resources
that would be put behind this effort and what sort of branding it would need.  If it is a
partnership that the county is joining in on that already exists, it may not require the same
level of formalization.  She stated that this sort of work dovetails well with the county’s
“Thriving Communities” 2040 Vision.

VII. Secure Load Presentation.  Daniel & Tino presented the 90-second version of the Secure
Load Campaign promo video that will be published on the Republic Services website. They
will review the group’s feedback on the outline that Daniel emailed the group prior to the
meeting and make edits as needed.  Julie mentioned that it would be good for Daniel and
Tino to create a shorter video focusing on the load preparation and less on the landfill visit
to get the critical information out.  The shorter version could show prepping for
transporting debris to the landfill and hit bullet points and then include a “for more
information” link to longer video.  Tino clarified that they were good to go with a longer
version and they would circle back and see about editing the shorter version.  Jay noted
the emphasis on ratchet straps and asked if there would be penalty if rope was used to
secure a load instead.  Tino responded in stating that Republic Services wants to promote
the use of ratchet straps, but they will not go so far and tell community members that
they have to be used.  Daniel emphasized the need to stay within the county code
definition of secure load and can direct people to that definition within the marketing
portion of on the video.  Daniel will discuss this with Tino and Julie as well as working
together to shorten the video and include bullet points that make it clear to the public.



VIII. Materials Management Working Team Update.  Bailey Payne (Sustainability for School
District) has joined the group and shared some good insight. As the working team does
research on the current initiatives in Benton County, they are looking at effectiveness,
metrics, and how well these programs can achieve sustainability.  John shared that the
State’s studies and framework has been around food waste and building materials.  So the
working team will put greater weight on reducing waste in those areas.  The working team
also looks at programs, campaigns partnerships, and industry agreements that have been
effective and has received results. They would like to see how those programs can be
further supported or expanded.  The draft summary that the working group presents to
SWAC will include those recommendations.  They will consider relative impact on
sustainability on each particular initiative they are researching.  The working team wants
to be sure the initiatives they bring as a recommendation to SWAC will be measurable and
support DEQs framework draft for action.  John stated that he hopes to have these
recommendations presented to SWAC by December.

IX. Master Recyclers.  Tino reported that the Master Recyclers program is ready to launch
virtually starting Monday, September 28th.  The class will be 10 weeks instead of the
normal 8 weeks since this will be the first attempt to conduct classes virtually and a 3 hour
class online would be difficult for participants.  There will be “break-out” rooms included
in the classes to make for smaller group discussions.  Master Recyclers are asked to “pay
back hours” and they are trying to figure out ways to incorporate this requirement due to
Covid-19 and social distancing.

X. November/December SWAC meeting date.  The council discussed combining the
November and December meetings due to the holidays.  The decision was to schedule the
SWAC meeting for December 2nd and not meet in the month of November.

XI. Added items. Julie shared an update on the recent wildfires in neighboring counties and
the plans for debris.  Republic Services is working with Marion, Linn, and Lincoln counties
on how to manage debris from the wildfires.  There is a massive effort to clean up the
fires and they are waiting to figure out who hauls what.  Julie stated that it is most likely
that FEMA will step in and hire a third party hauler.  Debris will be profiled (whether
blanket profile by FEMA or individual loads from homeowners affected by fires). There
will be a lot of safeguards in place to deal with hazardous materials that are brought in.
Julie also mentioned that there would be a significant increase in traffic in the area with
loads being transported to Coffin Butte Landfill.  More information will be available on the
Republic Services website.  If there is an update, Julie will send out a link.

In the future, Debi would like to see “Members comments” moved to the end of the 
Agenda.  She also suggested adding a discussion about new members to the October 
Agenda.  In reviewing the job description for SWAC members, she noticed a line item 
about the Franchise Agreement and rate proposal with Republic Services.  She asked for 
more information on those items and due dates.  



Julie clarified that the “Franchise Agreement” that Debi was asking information on is 
actually the Landfill Host Agreement (that is due December 2020) not the Hauling 
Franchise Agreement which will be due in 2023.  Republic Services has been in discussion 
with Vance Croney and the BOC regarding the Landfill Host Agreement.  Julie hopes to 
have an update on that at the October meeting.  The update on Coffin Butte rate 
increases for 2021 will be discussed at the October DSAC meeting. 

XII. Agenda items for next meeting.

 Green Business Program

 Secure Load Campaign

 Materials Management Working Team update

 Update on Wildfire Debris Efforts

 Rate Increase Update (DSAC Agenda)

 New Members Discussion

The next meeting is scheduled for October 28th. 

XIII. SWAC meeting adjourned at 7:26 pm.


