
BENTON COUNTY 
Solid Waste Advisory Council (SWAC)  

October 28, 2020 Minutes 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

Members Present: John Deuel (Unincorporated Area of Benton County), Larry Sleeman (Chair, 
City of Philomath), Debi Gile (City of Corvallis), Jay Simpkins (Benton County unincorporated 
area), Lauri Richer (City of Corvallis), Xan Augerot (Board of Commissioners), Jeff Freeman (City 
of Corvallis), John McEvoy (Benton County) 
Members Absent: 
Guests Present: Broc Kienholz (Republic Services), Julie Jackson (Republic Services), Tino 
Barreras (Republic Services) 
Staff Present: Greg Verret (Benton County Community Development), Daniel Redick (Benton 
County Solid Waste and Water Quality Coordinator); Linda Ray, Administrative Specialist 
(Community Development), Jen Brown (Benton County Sustainability Coordinator) 

I. Call to Order.  Chair Larry Sleeman called the meeting to order at 6:28 pm.
Due to the current health crisis with Covid-19, the council met via Go To Meeting (a virtual
meeting platform) online.

II. Introductions and Citizen Comments.  Members identified themselves via the Go To
Meeting.  Larry introduced John McEvoy as the newest member of SWAC.  John was
employed by Linn County as an Environmental Health Specialist for 17 years.  Dennis
Jordan (City of Albany) has recently resigned from the SWAC.

III. Approval of the Minutes.  A MOTION was made by John Deuel to accept the September
23, 2020 minutes, seconded by Jay Simpkins, all in favor, MOTION passed.

IV. Citizen Comments/Member Requests.  A community member, Grant Carlin recently
wrote a letter to the SWAC expressing his concerns about the garbage and debris on
Highway 99 near the landfill.  Mr. Carlin also reached out to Republic Services via a phone
conversation with Broc expressing his concern.  Mr. Carlin would like to see highway 99
cleaned from the landfill to the exit for Samaritan Hospital.  His letter to the council
included a solution offering assistance to resolve the ongoing issue.  Republic Services
spends $44,000 to clean up the highway each year.  Mr. Carlin works with HELP (Homeless
Employment Launching Project) and would like feedback if the council is interested in
hiring this group to do the clean-up.  HELP provides homeless individuals with



 

 
                         

 

 

employment and is a non-profit organization.  The council members discussed the next 
steps regarding Mr. Carlin’s letter.  Julie will write a letter from Republic Services that will 
be included in the response from SWAC on addressing his concerns and what will be done 
to resolve those issues.  Daniel will help write the response to Mr. Carlin on behalf of the 
county.  In the meantime, Broc will look at Mr. Carlin’s proposal for using the HELP 
organization.  They will need liability insurance if Republic Services moves forward with 
them on the clean-up.  

V. Membership Discussion. The BOC has changed the “resident” requirement for SWAC, so 
it is no longer necessary to have members of the community that represent certain areas 
be on the council.  Larry highlighted that five out of the seven council member’s terms are 
due to expire on December 31, 2020.  Greg stated that if a council member would like to 
continue serving until a replacement is found for their position, they can stay on the 
council for another year.  Members that term off the council are welcome to re-apply in 
subsequent years.  A council member can serve up to two terms (which are 3 years each).  
Larry, Jay and Jeff will be at their term limit at the end of December.  Jay has offered to 
stay on another year until a replacement has been found for his position.  Larry closed the 
discussion by stating that there will be time set aside at the next meeting to discuss with 
the council on the next steps and get feedback from those whose terms are expiring.  The 
council will also discuss strategies for recruiting at the December meeting. 

VI. Green Business Program.  Daniel is working with Jen Brown to draft a proposal which will 
be an outline of the program to present to SWAC before moving forward. 

VII. Secure Load Presentation.  Tino reported that there are not many updates on the 
campaign at this time.  The video is 95% complete and Tino took the feedback from the 
last SWAC meeting and made edits to the video.  The short version will be added to the 
Republic Services website. 

VIII. Modernizing Oregon’s Recycling System: Group Discussion of the Recycling Steering 
Committee’s recommended framework.  John facilitated a discussion with the SWAC 
members by sharing a power point “Modernizing Oregon’s Recycling”.  John emailed a 
proposal from the Working Team to the SWAC and John began the discussion with the 
council on several questions.  He also noted several issues that played in to the drafting of 
the proposal, such as; Oregon residents and businesses pay the cost to sort recyclables 
but have little influence on how those dollars will be used.  He shared the key principles 
the Steering Committee hopes to achieve.  John went on to share highlights from the 
Legislation and key takeaway points from their recommendations.  Jay expressed concern 
that the state is putting pressure on the producers and the affects from that decision.  
Julie stated her concern on how the producers will increase costs of goods and services to 
compensate for this bill.  

IX. Wildfire Debris Clean-up.  This topic was discussed at the DSAC meeting which took place 
prior to SWAC on October 28th.  It is captured in the DSAC minutes.    

X. Agenda items for next meeting. 



 

 
                         

 

 

  Membership Discussion  

  Green Business Program 

  Wildfire Debris Update 

  Materials Management Sub-Committee update  
 

The next meeting is scheduled for December 2nd.   

XI.      SWAC meeting adjourned at 7:36 pm. 


